1 1 
sUPPERIN GS 


Of our L OR P 


JESUS e 


Written orfginallj in a by 
F. THOMAS of IEs us, 
Of the Order of the Hermits of St, AUGUSTIN« 


And newly tranſlated into Engliſh. 


1 
* 
— » iq 
— 


In THREE VoLUMES. 


F 


LONDON: 
Printed for J. MARMADUKE. 


MpccLIII. 


- 
* A 
7 
5 » 
Þ — 4 bo 
g 5 * * 
? — 
© 1 % p * G , . 
| 8 | „ wot Te — jy 
A. „ „ r — —— 1 — 
— 5 - I r PP L _ — He _ 4 

GG ana ei RR Ad — 2 — — \ 

5 Sutin — > 


me r 


» — a4 


Er THE 11 
PREFACE 
To this Tranſlation. 


' tleman for his own uſe only, in order to paſs 
His time agreeably by that exerciſe, and to en- 
tertain his mind with ſuch proper thoughts and ſenti- 
ments. as the time and place wherein he was required. 


'T HE following tranſlation was made by a gen- 


The ſame is now publiſhed in order to do ſervice to 


others; and if the work happens to pleaſe, he ſhall 
think his labour well beſtowed. The book was partly 
tranſlated into Engliſh ſome time ago by R. Wel- 


ton, D. D. and printed Anno 1721. but a third part 
Hillremaining untranſlated, this defect chiefly engaged 


the Fer, gentleman ta tranſlate the whole. 
uch cannot be ſaid in commendation of Dr. Wel- 


ton tranſlation, becauſe of his frothy and too affee- 


ted pon pous flile, improper expreſſions, and many 
times running out into a great abundance of words, 
ſometimes different from the meaning and ſenſe of the 


author. He does not indeed wilfully, or out of any 


bad view, depart from the author's meaning ; be bas 
even left in their full force, the expreſſions in the ad- 
dreſſes to the B. Virgin, angels, and ſaints, at the 
end of the contemplations; and he brags of having 
tranſlated more honeſtly and faithfully than many 
others do. The preſent tranſlator does not pretend to 
prefer his tranſlation to Dr. Welton's, but only ſays, 
that he has endeavoured to keep as near as he could to 
what he tranſlated from; and to give it in the language 
and expreſſions he thought proper and decent for the 


ubject, | 
ſub; of 


1 The PREFACE. 


Of the book itſelf, its other different tranſlations, 
he deſign, uſe, and advantage thereef,, F. Alleaume 
In the preface io his tranſlation of it writes thus: 
„This book was originally written in Portugueſe, 
. by a holy religious man, in the year 1578, during a 

|  fevereand long captivity amongſt the Moors of Africa, 
and in the actual experience of the croſs. It is ſo full 
of unction and admirable ſentiments on ſufferings, 
that we need not wonder it has been ſince printed in 
| fo many different languages, 

A ben it appeared in Portugal, it was received 
il - - with a general approbation, and regarded as a trea- 
|  fure of grace and light for all {affering perſons. It 

| | foon paſſed into Spain, where Dom Chriſtoval Fer- 

it reira de Sampayo tranſlated it into Spaniſh. From 
f "thence it was ſpread into Italy, where it was tran- 
; - ffated into Italian by Lewis Flori a Fefuit. It was 
afterwards carried into Germany, where F. Henry 
| Lamparter, a Bavarian Jeſuit, had it printed in 
| Latin at Munich, ander the title of Arumnz Do- 
Wil mini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, And I lately heard it was 
=_ put into French, about forty years ago, and printed 

| at Lyons with this title, Travaux de Jeſus. 
| De author's deſign, as F. Alleaume obſerves, 
is to teach all ſuffering Chriſtians to love their ſuffer- 
ings, to confider them as a treaſure which God puts 


f into their hands, and to make a good uſe of them. And 
_ becauſe nothing is ſo efficacions for perſuading to the 
2 P love of the croſs, as the example of Teſts ſuffer ing, 


he has made choice of every thing that is laborious and 
painful in the life of our Saniour, and has reduced 
the ſame into fifty articles, which he calls labours, 
or ſufferings. | . 
Upon every article he does two things. Firſtly, 
| | he declares and lays open the myſtery with a great 
= deal of perſpicuity ; from whence he afterwards 
7 _ draws ſuch inſtructions as may ſerve for the regula- 
tion 


—— Ss p 1 
* 1 
— — V 2 


e 222 82 TIE 8 
: r 8 „ ²⁵˙ XA en CS | 

P 3 8 CRY, 22 1 * 
11 . r 


The PREFACE, 1 


tion of manners and the nouriſhment of piety, Se- 
condly, he pours forth his ſoul in affections towards 
Teſus Chriſt on each of his ſufferings, and does it at 
once in a moſt tender and ſolid manner. So that the 
fir/t part is properly the declaration of the myſtery 
and the ſecond a contemplation on Jeſus Chrift, where- 
in the foul ſpeaks to him with a fervor, capable of 
inſpiring th. moſt inſenſible perſons therewith. 

« But what is moſt ſurpriſing and ſingular in 
this work, is that the author could maintain ſuch a 
fervor on each of our ſaviour's ſufferings, for ten or 
twelve pages together, with affections proceeding 
from an almoſt continual equality of heat of piety 
and devotion; that thoje affeftions ſhould neither be 
empty nor weak; and that they ſhould expreſs, in a 
"ſublime manner, every thing that is moſt profound 
and affetting in a fpiritual life, | 
As he had no books in his pri ſon, where the In- 


2 fidels had ſcarce left him his cloaths,. he wrote only 


what God inſpired him with, and what his memory 
could ſuggeſt to him: So that this work will neither 

be found copied from others, nor filled with quota- 

tions. But inſtead tbereo, we fhall find it every 

where ahourding with good ſenſe, a ſound and ortho- 

dox dectrine, a prof und and exatt knowledge of re- 

ligion, a ſublimity of thoughts, and a vivaciiy ef 
ſentiments, which, in my opinion, are not eaſily to be 
met with in other books of piety. 

& But then, continues F. Alleaume, as there 1s no 
perſon entirely exempt from ſuffering ; and as, by a 
conduct of God full of mercy, even the moft exalted 
fations are not fre? from croſſes, it will be found by 
experience, that this book is moſt proper for touching 
ſinners, awakening the Iukewarm, and ſupporting the 
juſt in the different troubles of this life. . 

« This book may alſo afford ſubjects of meditation, 

' fence it contains the whole life of Feſus Chriſt, = 
| | | HEE 28 
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thoſe myſteries which are commonly called joyful, and 

Vince the author always treats his matter in a moſt 
affettionate and interior ftrain.“ 

This tranſlation is printed in three volumes, which 
are divided into four parts. The firſt part contains 
the ſufferings of Chrijt during his hidden life. The 

cond, the ſufferings of Chriſt during his public life. 
he third, the ſufferings of Chriſt in his paſſion. 

N And the fourth, the ſufferings of Chriſt in his death. 

„ In theſe different paris, we all find inſtructions. 

8 very helpful for rendering profitable, the ſufferings. 

{1 that happen to us in all the different ſtates of life. 

We muſt ſuffer even in this life bath in 4 and bo- 
dy, either with or againſt our will, which ay ſacver- 
ave turn ourſelves, as the author of the imitation of: 
Chriſt /ays. Let us therefore chearfully tate up our 
croſs and follow Feſus Cbriſt, that we may be like- 
him and all his faithful ſervants, Let us in humi- 
 \Dity and obedience, with reſignation and patience, do. 

and ſuffer what God requires of us, to his glory, for 
our own- ſancti fication, and the edification of others. 
Let us confider and meditate; on the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, which were for us; earne/tly begging that he 
may join our ſufferings to his, ſanctiſying them there- 
by 3 and by the conſtant ſupply of his grace, prepare 
us by all our tribulations to enter into the kingdom of 
Cod. May God beſtow his bleſſing on theſe inſtruc- 
tions; and grant that every one that reads them, 
may reap ſpiritual profit thereby, and have applied 
to their ſouls the merit and efficacy of the ſufferings 
and death of their Lord, for obtaining his grace here, 
and eternal glory hereafter. Amen. 
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Father THOMAS of JESU $. 


With ſome ſpiritual advice, by the fame 
Author, for reading the ſufferings of Chriſt 
prefitably. 19 8 


AT HERT. bomas of Feſus was 
FD Mey che lon of Ferdinand Alvarez de 
CP ISL Andrada, of one of the chief 
„ families in Portugal. He was but 

about ten years old when his fa- 


ther put him under the care of F. Lewis de 
Montoya, a religious man of great virtue, of 
the order of the hermits of St. Auguſtin, to be 
brought up in the fear of God, and ſtudy of 
Learning. At the age of fifteen, he took the 


habit of the ſame order, in the monaſtery of Our 
Lady of Grace at Lisbon. Having finiſhed his 


ſtudies of philoſophy and divinity at Conim- - 


. A bra, 


*. 


9 The Life of F. Tomas, 


ria, and afterwards preached with great 
fruit, he was made maſter of the . novices : 
he directed them with fo great a Care and 
ſucceſs in the practice of ſolid virtues, and 
particularly in the love of God and prayer, 

that the whole order, in proceſs of time, 
reaped a conſiderable advantage from ſo holy 
an education. 

As he perceived ſome of his religious, 
touched with the deſire of a greater pertecti. 
on, going into 1/aly, becauſe there were 
certain monaſteries there of that order, where- 
in the religious lived in greater retirement, 
and in all the ſeverity of their firſt ſpirit; 
his zeal for the rigor of obſervance, cauſed 
him to undertake a like eſtabliſhment in Por- 
tugal, Father Lewis de Montoya greatly ap- 
proved of that deſign ; and cardinal Henry, 
who was afterwards king, ſupported him with 
his protection: but F. 7 homas met with ſuch 
great obſtacles in the execution thereof, and 
1o dreadful a ſtorm was raiſed againſt him, 
that he was obliged to quit his undertaking, 
even by the advice of thoſe perfons who 
were molt favourable towards it. He ſuffer- 
ed this perſecution with a ſilence, meekneſs, 
and peace of mind, which edified every one; 
he returned ſeveral good offices to thoſe who 
had oppoſed him ; and he once anfwered a 
friend of his, who ſeemed ſurpriſed thereat, 
that in order to do our neighbour a kind- 
neſs, we muſt not regard his conduct to- 


9 us, ſince God does not expect our 
merit 


The Life of F. Thou 5 
merit for communicating his grace 
beſtows upon us a thouland Ulcllings, CY C44 
when we offend him. 

He flept little, and applied himſelf ſo 
much to prayer, and to the reading of the 
fathers of the church, that in a ſhort time he 
became very learned in the knowledge of 
the ſaints; and he received from God a par- 
ticular gift, for making others reliſh the ſame. 
He had a great zeal for the advancement of 
God's ſervice, an extraordinary charity for 
the poor and fick ; and theſe virtues acquired 
him ſo great a reputation throughout the 
kingdom, that king Sevoſtian made him quit 
his ſolitude, and accompany him in that un- 
fortunare expedition into Africa, in the year 
1578. He was a wonderful help to the 
whole army, by the care he took in prevent- 
ing diſorders, and aſſiſting the ſick, both as 
to body and ſoul. Whilit he was exhorting 
the ſoldiers in the heat of battle, to fight bog 
liantly againſt the infidels, he was wounded 
by an arrow in the ſhoulder ; he was after- 
wards taken by 3 Moor, and fold to a Mo- 
rabut, which is the name given in that 
country to the Mahometan monks. This 
Morabut treated him at firſt very mildly, and 
promiſed him great things, that he might 
engage him to renounce Chrift ; but eeing 
this artifice did not ſucceed, and that on the. 
contrary he had great difficulty himſelf to 
reſiſt F. Thomas, who urged him to embrace 
the chriſtian faith, by ſhewing him clcarly 
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him of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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the abſurdity of that of Mahomet, he had 
recourſe to violence ; he ſtript him of his 
cloaths, loaded him with chains, and threw 
him into a frightful priſon, where he cauſed 
him to be cruelly beaten, and allowed him 
no more food than what was neceſſary for 
keeping him alive. 

It was there that F. Thomas of Feſus com- 
poſed this. book of ihe ſufferings of Jeſus 


Chriſt, for the ſupport and comfort of his 


captive brethren, whom he could not help 
any other way. He laboured in this pious 
work, only for ſome hours in the middle of 


the day, by the help of a faint light which 


he received through an air-hole of his dun- 
geon. The Morabut far from becoming bet- 
ter natured towards him, redoubled his cru- 
elty every day, reſolving to deprive him of 
life by torments, if he could not deprive 

Don Franciſco d' Acaſta, whom king Hen. 
ry had ſent into Morocco in quality of am- 
baſſador, to treat about the redemption of 
captives, having underſtood the miſerable 
condition father Thomas was in, delivered 


him with great difficulty from the Morabut's 


hands, and placed him with a chriſtian mer- 


chant, that he might recover his ſtrength. 
He remained not long there, but went a few 
days after to Morocco where as ſoon as his 


arrival was known, the Portugueſe nobility 
that had been taken in the battle, and ex- 


pected their ranſom, would willingly have 


retain- 
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retained him with them; but by his entrea- 
ties he obtained the favour of being ſent to 
the Sagena, which was the priſon of the poor 
chriſtian ſlaves, where the ſheriff detained 
two thouſand thereof of different nations; 
and be affirmed that he ſhould ſooner recover 
there than in the midſt of conveniencies and 
plenty. What he foretold came to pals : 
for in a very {hort time he recovered his 
perfect health; and then wholly employed 
himſelf in the comfort and ſervice of thoſe 
miſerable perſons. When they returned 
from their labour, and at thoſe hours where- 
in their maſters allowed them to breathe a 
little, he aſſembled them, by the ringing of 
a little bell, in order to make them pray 
to God, and to inſtruct them: all their 
texerciſes were ſo regular, that this place 
ſeemed more to reſemble a religious houſe 
than a priſon of ſlaves. He begged alms of 
the rich for the poor, reconciled differences, 
prevented diſorders ; and his only grief was 
to ſee, that many of them, in the midſt of 
ſo lamentable a ſlavery, ſtill lived in an ex- 
treme licentiouſneſs. 
His charity was not confined to chriſtian 
ſlaves ; he. viſited thoſe who had apoſtatiſed, 
exhorted them to return, and forgot nothing 
that was capable of making them re-enter 
into the way of ſalvation. God gave ſuch 
a bleſſing to his labours, that ſome having 
abjured their errors, returned to the chriſti- 
ans; and that others ſuffered death in defence 
PR. A 3 of. 
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6 The Life of P. Thomas. 
of the faith. Peter Navarre was one of the 
moſt conſiderable : he was of Madrid, and 
had become Mahometan in Africa. The ſhe- 
riff, who had a particular regard for him, 
had given him a poſt, and he was called a- 
mong the Moors, Alcaide Amer. As he was 
attempting to withdraw into a chriſtan coun- 
try, with ſeveral ſlaves that were under him, 
he was taken and brought back to Morocco, 
where after ſuffering dreadful torments, he 
was at laſt faſtened to a croſs, and confeſſed 
Jeſus Chriſt until his death. Antony Men- 
dez, a Portugueſe eccleſiaſtic, having been 
made a ſlave with F. Thomas, had profited 
ſo well by his doctrine and example, that 
he ſuceeeded that holy man in zeal and cha- 
rity ; and after him performed the ſame ſer- 
vices to the poor chriſtians of Barbary, He 
ſuffered martyrdom at laſt in the city of Mo- 
rocco, with ſeven young Portugueſe, who 
having been taken at the battle of Alcazera, 
were made pages to the ſheriff, 
F. Thomas had been a captive in Africa a- 
bout four years ; and during all that time, 
the counteſs of Linares his ſiſter, and his o- 
ther relations, had endeavoured to procure 
his freedom. King Philip II. had even re- 
commended this affair to Dox Pedro Venegas 
de Cordoua his ambaſſador at Morocco, and 
they had begun to treat about his ranſom, 
So ſoon as F. Thomas knew it, he declared a 
that whether he was free or a flave, he was I 
reſolved to die in the ſervice of the chriſti- 
ans, 
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ans, who were captives in Morocco; that 
they would do him a great pleaſure, if they 
empioycd that money in redeeming others, 
to wom that favour would be more neceſ- 
ſary ; that for his part he efteemed himſelf 
happier without compariſon, if he could live 
and die a ſlave for the ſalvation of his bre- 
thren, than to obtain his liberty. He wrote 
in the ſame manner to thoſe of his relations, 
who intereſted themſelves moſt for his delt- 
very; and particularly to a nephew of his, 


who was a religious man, earneltly entreat- 


ing him to obtain the favour of his family 


not to think of procuring his liberty; be- 


ing well perſuaded that God would have him 


remain in that ſtate, wherein he himſelf was 


very content, and had no other diſpleaſure 
in it than to ſee himſelf more favourably 
dealt with than the other flaves, on account 
of the care and concern which the Portugueſe 


ambaſſador had for him. 


To the painful employments of his zeal, 
and the rigors of his captivity, he added al- 
ſo thoſe of penance ; faſtings and diſciplines 
were common to him ; he never interrupted 
his exerciſes of mortification, and he aug- 
merited them during the time of Lent, al- 
tho* he preached every day, which brought 
upon him a very ſevere ſickneſs. Perceiving 
immediately that the end of his life approach- 
ed, he prepared himſelf for death in a moſt 
pious manner, and received the ſacraments 
of the church on Thurſday in holy-week : 
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and the Portngueſe ambaſſador viſiting him 


on Good-friday, F. Thomas moſt earneſtly 
recommended the poor captives to him. The 
extreme weakneſs in which the ambaſſador 
found him, induced him to believe that he 
had only ſome few moments to live; and 
either out of friendſhip, or from a deſire of 
ſeeing, how the ſaints die, he ſtaid with him 
in order to be preſent at his death : but F. 
Thomas having aſſured him, that his hour 
was not ſo near, and that he ſhould not die 
till after Eaſter, Don Franciſco d' Acoſta de- 
parted. | 

On Eafter-monday the ſick perſon being 
acquainted, that ſome ſlaves, weary of their 
ſlavery, and deſpairing of being ranſomed, 
intended to become Mahometans, he ſent 
for them to his bed-ſide z and gathering up 
the little ſtrength which remained him, he 
exhorted them to perſeverance, ſhewed them 


the day in which their ranſom was to come, 


and made them promiſe that they would not 
renounce Jeſus Chriſt, A moment after his 
ſtrength failed him, and pronouncing the 
name of Jeſus, he meekly gave up his ſoul 
to God, on the 157th of April 1582, in the 
53d Year of his age, and the 4th of his 
captivity. The ranſom of thoſe ſlaves came 
on the very day that he had ſoretold it. 
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Inſtructions concerning the fruit which we are 


to reap from the conſideration of the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt. . 


II happens but too often, that thoſe who 

aſpire to chriſtian perfection, are deceiv- 
ed in their manner of taking ſpiritual things. 
When they read the acts of the ſaints, and 
conſider their auſterities, their fervor, their 
extaſies, and the other extraordinary favours 
which the Holy Ghoſt operates in thoſe mor- 
tified ſouls, they are charmed with what is 
wonderful in them, without conſidering what 
was the foundation of that great edifice, and 
the way by which they arrived at that ſanc- 
tity. This is an error ſo much the greater 
in our time, as matters of piety are become 
more common, and every one ſpeaks of 
them, though very few people apply them- 
ſelves ſeriouſly thereto,, or know them by 
experience. 

II. What contributes to eſtabliſh: this o- 
pinion is, that God, who is always wonder- 
ful in his works, often communicates him- 
ſelf with ſo much ſweetneſs and light to- 
thoſe who begin to ſerve him, that when 
they come to judge of their advancement, 
by thoſe firſt impreſſions which were ſo ſweet: 
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and ſenſible, they eaſily imagine that they 
have made a great progreis in virtue: like a 
man ignorant in painting, who beholding 
the firlt ſketch of ſome excellent painter, 
looks upon it with admiration, and imagines 
the work already finiſhed ; whereas another 
who is ſkilful in that art, would judge that 
it requires ſtill much time and labour to com- 
pleat it: ſo thoſe perſons, deluded by ſome 
relation which they find betwixt the good 
ſentiments wherewith the mercy of God pre- 
vents them, and what they have read or heard 
of the interior ſtate of the ſaints, imagine 
themſelves already perfect, erect a fabric 
without a foundation, and at laſt diſcover by 
fatal relapſes, how much they were deceived. 
III. Three things commonly diſcover this 
deceit. The firſt is a certain ſecurity, to 
which they fallely give the name of peace, 
on which they ſo firmly depend, that they 
no longer give car to the counſel of any 
one; and that they caſily judge and con- 
demn others under a pretence of zeal: al- 
though the ſaints teach us, that in the ways 
of God we muſt conſult experienced per- 
ſons; that it is being very remote irom con- 
templation, to abound in one's own ſenſe; 
and that the characteriſtic of true virtue, is 
to have a great regard for our neighbour, 
and contempt of ourſelves, The ſecond 
thing, which is a conſequence of the firſt, 
is the attachment to their own will, which 
— them incapable of ſuffering the leaſt 
contra- 
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contradiction, under a pretence of loving 
the truth; ſo that they are commonly 1 impa- 
tient, nice, cenſorious, ready to blame o- 
thers, and to excuſe their own faults, ſo far 
as to be willing often to make them paſs for 
virtues; and yet it is certain there is no vir- 
tue without denial of one's own will; with- 
out patience, meekneſs, and filence: The 
third mark of their miſtake is, that they are 
ſo poſſeſt with the beauty of their own 
way, and with the conſolation they feel in 
the exerciſes of piety, that they do not apply 
themſelves to the practice of chriſtian vir- 
tues, but even look upon them as an impe- 
diment, although they are the ſolideſt fruit 
of ſpiritual exerciſes, and as it were the 
nerves and traces of an interior life. 

IV. A whole book would be neceſſary to 
new all the dangers to which thoſe ſouls 
are expoſcd; the grievous falls which they 
ought to fear, and the means of preventing, 
them, or of recovering themſelves from 
thence, The chief is fully to know the ſub- 
| ſtance of a ſpiritual life, and to regulate one's 
whole conduct thereby. Now this life con- 
ſiſts in two things, mortification, and the 
love of God. That mortification which does 
not kindle love is ſuſpicious ; and that love 
which mortifies not, deſerves not the name 
of love. He that would approach to God, 
muſt not ſeparate thoſe two things, which 
are at the ſanie time the foundation _ 
height of perfection: but becauſe God and 
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the ſoul concur together in free actions, hence 
it is that the interior lite is ſubj-& to many 
illuſions, from the difficulty there is in diſ- 
tinguiſhing what proceeds from God and 
what from man. 
Wherefore he that would walk ſurely, 
chiefly applies himſelf to mortification, is 
careful of dying to himſelf, and leaves to 
God, who is faithful in his promiſes, and 
the maſter of perfection, the care of com- 
municating his gifts to him, in ſuch time 
and manner as he ſhal] pleaſe: but it is true, 
that he ſeldom communicates them to any 
but to mortified ſouls: and if he beſtows any 
ſhare of them on thoſe who are not ſo, *tis 
only to induce them to the love of mortifi- 
cation and the croſs. As ſeveral authors 
have treated of this matter, I ſhall only 

ſpeak here, of what is neceſſary for reaping 
ſome profit from the conſideration of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt. 

V. Mortification chiefly conſiſts in an en- 
ire and conſtant reſignation of one's ſelt, 
and of all exterior, interior, and celeſtial 
goods into the hands of God, without any 
voluntary reſervation. This is eaſy to be 
aid, and agreeable to be heard, but infinite- 
ly difficult to be practiſed, becauſe of the 
extreme oppoſition of nature thereto, It is 
this combat of which St. Paul ſpeaks, (Gal. 
v. 17.) of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, and of 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh: the fleſh would be 


at liberty, and the * would bring it into 
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ſubjection to itſelf, and to the will of God- 


This victory is the end which the ſpiritual 
man propoſes to himſelf, in all his exerciſes 
of piety ; that he may become a pliable in- 
ſtrument in the hands of God, who never 
fails to beſtow his bleflings plentifully on 
thoſe ſouls, wherein he finds ſuch happy 
diſpoſitions. For the more free, diſengaged. 
from paſſions, ſubmiſſive and reſigned to the 
will of God the ſpirit is, the more purely 
divine love operates therein; and in propor- 
tion alſo as love is purified, reſignation be- 
comes perfect: theſe two virtues go hand in 
hand, as one may ſay, and aſſiſt one ano- 


ther; reſignation augments. love, and love 


perfects refignation, 


This entire reſignation to the order of 


God being therefore the foundation of ſanc- 


tity, and the moſt perfect preparation to the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 3 we muſt not won 


der if the devil and corrupt nature endea- 
vour ſo much to deſtroy it; and ff it is op- 
poſed by all manner of temptations. It is 


for this reaſon that God, who knows all our 
- evils and their remedies, has fo wiſely or- 


dained, that the croſs and ſufferings ſhould 


be the way to heaven, For on the one 


hand, the ſenſe of pair taking from man the 
reliſh of pleaſures, difengages him by de- 


grees from the earth; and on the other, the 


experience of his own miſery, obliges him 
to have recourſe to God. Thus the croſs 
produces at the fame time theſe two moſt 


Whol- 
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wholſome effects; it breaks the chains 
which link us to the world, and brings us 
to Chriſt. 

VI. God has eſtabliſhed true wiſdom in 
the croſs: out of this way there is nothing 
but labyrinths and precipicess He was 
pleaſed that the croſs ſhould be a certain 

roof of his love, that his moſt intimate 
triends ſhould have the largeſt ſhare thereof, 
and that they ſhould place their delight 
therein, in conſideration of his love; he has 
exempted none from it, not even thoſe in 
whom he has found the greateſt purity and 
innocence : and the bleſſed Virgin, the pur- 
eſt of all creatures, was alſo the molt af- 
Hicted therewith. 

One cannot imagine, without having g expe- 
rienced it, what thoſe faints ſuffer w ho ap- 
pear the fulleſt of the love of God, and the 
moſt prevented with the bleſſings of his 
fweetnels : the fervour of their charity be- 
comes to them an inexhauſtible ſource of 
croſſes, the weight of which increaſes daily 
in , proportion to their love. Chriſt was 
pleaſed ro {ſubject himſelf to this law, and 
to manife{t to us how much he loved us, 
by ſhewing us with his blood the way we 
were to follow. For ſince the moment of 
his 5:coming man tor us, as he found no 
tin nor piace but what was proper for loy- 
ing. on iter did he find any but what was 
DEOACT-IOF tulerng:, his mother's womb, 
EW „ or his youth, were not 
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ed from it; and it may be ſaid, that from 
the firſt moment of his life until his death, 
he was continually upon the croſs. 

VII. Since this means is fo neceſſary for 
obtaining true wiſdom, and the pure love of 
God ; and that on the other hand, nature 
having lo great a reluctance thereto no- 
thing undoubtedly is more profitable to the 
ſoul, to aſſiſt it in carrying the burthen of 
its croſs, and ſubjecting itſelf to God in all 
things, than the continual remembrance of 
Chriſt's ſufferings : for they make us com- 
prehend what our Lord has done for us, 
how much. he deſerves our love, and with 
what confidence we may caſt ourſelves into 
the arms of fo charitable a father. If his 
love induced him even to krcrifice himſelf 
for our ſalvation, will he forget any thing 
that can render us happy, when we reſign 
ourſelves to him without reſervation ? This 
reſignation produces, in all the accidents of 
life, an unalterable peace and tranquility of 
mind; becauſe the conſideration of the ſuf- 
ferings and love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
makes us receive from his hand, the greateſt 
afflictions whatever that befal us. From 
whence ariles allo an entire confidence in his 
mercy, with reſpect to what is paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come ; with an equal diffidence 
of ourſelves, when we come to conſider that 
our wounds were ſo great, that the ſuffer- 
ings and death of a God were neceſſary to 
heal them. This conſideration inſpires 2» 

Wit 
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with a faving horror of ourſelves and our 
fins, and ſhews us clearly the depth of our 
miſery, which renders us capable of falling 
by our own weakneſs into the greateſt crimes, 
and incapable of rifing again withour the help 
of the ſufferings of a Saviour. 

VIII. All theſe confiderations excite in us 
an ardent love for his divine perſon; but a 
love that is efficacious and urges us to become 
like him, to repair the time we have ſpent 
without loving and imitating him, and to 
run inceſſantly after the odour of the perfumes 
of Jeſus ſuffering and crucified. 

The love of Chriſt and the deſire of imi- 
tating him, produce another very conſider- 
able advantage, which may be regarded as 
one of the foundations of a ſpiritual life 
and which is a ſweet facility to virtuous ac- 
tions. For though the ſoul is not always in 
a ſtate of practiſing them, it has by this 
love the actual reliſh of all virtues, and is 
always diſpoſed to perform acts thereof, 
when the occaſion preſents itſelf. This is 
perhaps what the holy fathers mean, when 
they affirm that all virines are practiſed in 
prayer: (S.Chry/. I. 2. de erand, dev.) which 
cannot be underſtood of every virtue m par- 
cular, whoſe matter 1s not always found in 
prayer; but becauſe a perſon practiſes the 
love of God therein, which produces in the 
foul the ſame effect as the frequent uſe of 
the other virtues would do, by giving him 
a facility and inclination. to the exerciſe of 
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them, which the doctors call habit. This 
makes St. Paul ſay, (1 Cor. xii. 4, 7.) that 
charity is patient, is benign : that is believes 
all things, hopes all things, bears all things : 
becauſe it urges us to pleaſe Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to do every thing which can render us 
like him. 

The mind of man cannot comprehend 
what treaſures of graces flow from theſe 
three ſources, which the conſideration of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt produces in us ; which 
are, the love of our Saviour, the imitation 
of his virtues, and the reſignation of our- 
ſelves into the hands of God. Thoſe ſouls 
that faithfully perſevere in this holy exer- 
ciſe, ought to be content with being filled 
with honey from the rock, and with drinking 
large draughts of that ſweet liquor which 
runs out of our Saviour's wounds. His 
croſs is a frightful aſpe& to the eyes of 
worldlings ; but yet it is the ſource of life, 
the way of ſalvation, and as it were the 
ladder by which we aſcend to the higheſt 
perfection. 

Thus in order to reap advantage from 
the meditation of the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
we muſt enter upon the ſame with a deſign 
of inflaming our hearts with the fire of his 
love, of reſigning ourſclves entirely to him, 
and of imitating him with a perfect fidelity: 
having always before our eyes, that as in 
heaven, we ſhall be like God; becauſe we 
Halli ſee him as he is: (1 Jobn iii. 2.) ny 
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ſhall alſo become like Jeſus Chriſt, when we 


behold him often ſuch as he is upon his 
croſs. He that ſays be abides in him, even as 


be has walked, ſo ought he himſelf alſo to walk, 
(1 Jo. ii. 6.) Now he walked in juch a 


manner, that he became very like us in our 


miſery; we ought therefore out of grati- 


tude and love, chiefly to employ ourſelves 
in becoming like him in his ſufferings. For 
if we only regard ſpiritual things as an or- 


dinary occupation, wherein we are willin 


ro employ ſome ſhort time, the other acti- 
ons of lite will be performed without fruit, 
and the omiſſion of the exerciſes of piety 
will paſs for a ſmall loſs ; but if we conſider 
them as the moſt important affair we have 
in the world, as the end for which God has 
Placed us therein, and the principle of our 


eternal happineſs, they will produce in us 


admirable fruits of virtue and ſanctity. 
This is what S. Cyprian has ſo well ex- 
preſſed in few words. If you are ſufficient 


for God, why is net God ſufficient for vou? 


(Serm. I. de aſcenſ.) That is, it you were the 
principal end which Jeſus Chriſt propoſed to 
himſelf, and the cauſe of his labours and 
morts! life; is it not reaſonable that he 
ſhould be alſo the end of your actions, and 
the principle of your life? Let us remem- 
ber that when Chriſt became man, the firſt 
motion of his heart was a loving reſignation 
to the will of his father; that he accepted, 


with a voluntary ſubmiſſion, whatever was 
requiſite 
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requiſite to be ſuffered for our ſalvation ; that 
his firſt words were, as St. Luke relates (ii. 
49.) that I mut be employed about thoſe things 
— are my father*s 1 = that the laſt which 
he pronounced at his death, were theſe ; fa- 
ther, into thy hands 1 commend my foirit. 
(Like XX111. 46.) So that our Saviour's con- 
duct was always uniform; he began his life 
by loving, obeying, and ſuffering; and he 
continued and finiſned it in the ſame man- 
ner; and it is for this reaſon that his true 
friends account all that time of life as loſt, 
which they have not employed in loving and 

imitating him. | 


CHAT MK 


How to profit by the conf deration and ths 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt. 


T is certain that God liberally communt- 

cates motives, ſentiments, lights, and in- 
terior motions to thoſe who deſire to be his 
ſervants, whereby he inflames and dilates 
their hearts, in order to induce them to 
walk in his ways with greater confidence and 
eaſe: he enlightens their underſtandings with 
heavenly truths, inflames their wills with his 
love, and ſometimes teaches them more in 
one moment by the unction of his ſpirit, 
than all the maſters and books in the world 
\ could 
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could do in many years. Nevertheleſs it is 
according to order, and the advice of the 
ſaints, that thoſe perſons who begin, and e- 
ven thoſe who are already advanced, when 
that divine ſun hides himſelf behind any 
cloud, ſhould have recourſe to inſtruction, 
reading, and preparation; thele means com- 
munly render the mind more attentive and 
recollected, fill the memory with good 

thoughts, awake the will, ſoften the hard- 
neſs and dryneſs of the ſoul, and conduct it 

into the ways of prayer with more ſafety : 
for want of this precaution perſons often fall 
into a dangerous lazineſs and drought ; be- 
cauſe they are not inſtructed in what man- 
ner they ought at that time to treat with 
God, they go to prayer with difficulty, they 
depart from it with diſguſt, and at laſt they 
leave it off altogether. WD 

IT. It is therefore not only profitable, but 
neceſſary for beginners to have a director, 
to preſcribe them the ſubjects and manner 
wherein they ought to employ themſelves in 
prayer ; or that knows how to conduct them, 
according to their ſeveral gifts and talents, 
in the way whereby God draws them to him- 
ſelf. For though they all propoſe to them- 
ſelves the ſame end, which is to be united to 
God by love, to become like him by imita- 
tion, and to ſubmit themſelves entirely to 
him by the ſpirit of reſignation and-morti- 
fication ; he nevertheleſs makes uſe of a mul- 
tude of different ways for conducting them 

Lo 
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to the ſame limits: ſome go thither by the 
hatred of themſelves and of their ſins; o- 
thers by the ſweet attraction of his pre- 

ſence; ſome by the tranſports of his love, 
and the defire of poſſeſſing him; and all 
theſe ſeveral ways make us admire the great- 
neſs of God, and the infinite treaſures of his 
wiſdom- 

He who is ſo happy as to find a prudent 
and learned director, reaps much profit in a 
ſhort time, when he is faithful in obedience; 
as it appears in thoſe religious houſes which 
are weli regulated, wherein the novices are 
educated by ſpiritual and experienced maſ- 
ters, who tollow them cloſe, preſcribe them 
whatever they are to do every day, and 
lead them as it were ſtep by ſtep in the way 
which God opens them, *till they can walk 
without a guide; and till, being well eſta- 
bliſhed in the exerciſe of mortification, and 
interior familiarity with God, they become 
men truly ſpiritual. 

There may indeed be met with 8 
conſiderable for their doctrine, and other 
natural qualities, in religious orders, where 
the uſe of mortification is neglected; but 
there are not many fervent religious found 
therein: ſo that ſuperiors who take little 
pains about the education of novices; and 
maſters of novices, whoſe application goes 
no further than exterior things, are proper- 
ly they who relax regular diſcipline ; be- 
cauſe not aſfording > thoſe ſouls, whom o_ 
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has placed under their conduct the nouriſh- 
ment of the interior life, the whole order 
loſes by degrees the vigor that ſupports it, 


and falls ar laſt into a deplorable remiſſneſs. 


III. As to thoſe who live in the world, 
they may aſſiſt themſelves in their conduct 
by the reading of pious books, and by the 
direction of a prudent confeſſor, or ſome o- 
ther ſervant of God, to whom they diſco- 
ver their conſcience ; and above all by the 
frequent uſe of the ſacraments, which is the 
moſt efficacious means for obtaining interior 
light from God ; and if any one will make 
uſe of this book, it is proper that he ſhould 
know the order which is obſerved therein. 

Firſtly, the myſtery of each of our Sa- 
viour's ſufferings is laid open, with an in- 
ſtruction proper to excite a deſire of imi- 
tating it; afterwards is ſet down, by way of 
exerciſe or affection, the uſe that may be 
made thereof, and the fruit that may be 
drawn from thence : every one may ule the 
fame when the Lord ſpeaks not; for when 
he pleaſes to let his voice be heard, we muſt 


apply ourſelves only to hear him in an hum- 


* 


ble ſilence. 

Each exerciſe contains three principal 
points: humiliation, cauſed by the know- 
ledge of our own miſery; oblation and re- 
ſignation of ourſelves into the hands of God ; 
and a deſire of imitating Jeſus Chriſt, and 


of being like him. "Theſe three things 


which we ought always to have in view, in 
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all our actions and exerciſes, are mingled 
with aſpirations and ſentiments of love. We 
have allo joined thereto, adorations, petitions, 
and thankſgivings, that nothing may be o- 
mitted that can kindle in the heart of man, 
a_love of the divine beauty and goodneſs. 
But that the mind may a& with more free- 
dom, and enter with more eaſe into thoſe 
affections to which it finds itſelf moved, we 
have not thought proper to ſubject it to any - 
particular order. 

IV. In order to reap more profit from this 
work, it will be good to obſerve the fol- 
lowing inſtructions. - | | 

1. He who would be a true ſervant of 
God, muſt before all things endeavour to 
diſcover his predominant paſſion, and the 
faults to which he is the molt ſubject; that 
he may fight againſt them by prayer, and 


the practice of contrary virtues ; eſpecially 


let him beg continually the love of God and 
humility ; becauſe theſe two virtues purity 
the ſoul from whatever is diſpleaſing to God. 

2. Let him apply himſelf to the know- 
ledge and accompliſhment of the duties of 
his ſtate ; being fully perſuaded that God 
abſolutely requires that of him; and let him 
eftabliſh his devotion and exerciſes upon that 
foundation. For as St. Bernard ſays (Serm. 
Ecce nos reliquimus) the offerings of ſuper- 
erogation are not pleaſing to God, when we 
perform not thoſe which are of obligation 
Now thoſe are called obligations or . 
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of one's ſtate, which the law of God exacts 
of every man in his own condition, of a re- 
ligious, of an eccleſiaſtic, of a magiſtrate, 
of a judge, of a married man, of a maſter 
of a family, Sc. and if any doubt ariſes 
concerning this matter. we muſt conſult per- 
ſons learned and fearing God, who decide 
not to pleaſe men, but with a view only of * 
God's ſervice, and the ſalvation of thoſe who 
conſult them. | 

3. After having ſettled his conſcience by 
a general confeſſion, and diſcharged the ob- | 
hgations which are conſequent thereto, let 
him regulate his deſigns, occupations, and 
_ exerciſes with relation to a ſpiritual life, as | 
to the principal end which he ought to pro- | 
pole to himſelf. Now it is one of the mi- | 
racles of divine grace and wiſdom, that e- | 


very ſtate of a lawful life, that is, which is 


not reproved by the law of God, may be | 
referred to the end of which we ſpeak: and 
experience daily ſhews, that the actions 
which we perform for diſcharging the duties 
of our ſtate, though they ſeem ſometimes | 
very diſtractive of themſelves, bring us near- | 
er to God, than they remove us from him; 
that they augment the deſire of his pre- 
ſence, and that he communicates himſelf to 
the ſoul in ſuch a manner by ſecret and un- 
known ways, in the midſt of neceflary diſ- 
tractions, that it is never delayed thereby. 

4. Let him ſeek the glory of God in all 
things, and not content himſelf with avoid- 
92 | ing | 
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ing ſin, but aim at, and advance in, what 


is moſt perfect within the bounds of his 
condition; let him compare his deſires with 
thoſe which Jeſus Chriſt would have had 
on the like occaſion; which may eaſily be 
known by his doctrine and examples: this 
is a ſure means of advancing greatly in 
his imitation, and conſequently in ſanctity. 
5. Let all his actions be regulated in ſuch 
a manner, that he may be always employed, 
and know what he is to do. in every hour 
of the day; by this means he will live in 
greater innocence, and be leſs expoſed to 
the temptations of the devil, Let him not 
begin any action or exerciſe without an ele- 
vation of his heart to God, to beg his light 
and grace, that he may do nothing hut 


what is for his glory, and according to his 
good pleaſure. 


6. Let him receive every affliction or 
pleaſure that befals him, with an entire con- 


formity to the divine will, praiſing God and 


bleſſing him without intermiſſion, in ſpite 
of the repugnances of nature; let him en- 
treat him not to regard the corrupt ſenti- 
ments of human weakneſs, but the good de- 
ſires with which his bounty has vouchſafed 
to inſpire him; and let him remain in the 
calmeſt diſpoſition he poſſibly can, till the 
ſtorm be entirely ceaſed. = 

7. If he receives from God any particular 
graces, let him diſcover them only to thoſe 
who direct him, to whom he ought ſincere- 
Vol. 1 -— Ml ly 
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never hurt whilſt they diſpleaſe; that we 
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ly to diſcloſe the bottom of his ſoul, that he 
may avoid all miſtake, and not fall into the 
ſnares of the devil. 

8. There are many ſorts of temptation, 
ſome induce us to ſin, and others withdraw 


us from perfection. This is a general pre- 


caution in regard of all. 

Firſtly, to be diffident of thoſe things for 
which we feel a ſtrong inclination, how good 
ſoever they may ſeem to us; becauſe every 
thing, except God alone, that we ardently 
ſeek after, and forſake with difficulty, is the 


object of diſorderly love, and becomes a 


ſource of temptations, and a hindrance to 
the perfect knowledge and pure love of 
God, which ought to be the aim of all our 
deſires. . | 
Secondly, not to allow any thought to en- 
ter into our mind which might diſturb us, 
but to reſiſt it in the beginning, by implor- 
ing the help of God: if it becomes too im- 
ortunate, we muſt have recourſe to our 
ghoſtly father, to the uſe of the ſacraments, 
to the interceſſion of the bleſſed 'virgin and 
the ſaints, and to the avoiding of all occa- 
fions which might make us loſe our interior 
peace; for the ſtrongeſt often yield thereto 
whereas the weak find in their flight, ſtrength 
and victory. The temptations of the fleſh 


and pride are the moſt dangerous, becauſe 
they more directly attack the life of the 


ſoul; but we muſt be perſuaded. that they 


are 
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are not forſaken of God, though we are 
not ſenſible of his help; and that to leave off 
our exerciſes of piety at that time, would be 
baſely yielding to the temptation. 

Thus, very far from ſhunning the phyſi- 
clan and the remedy when we arc lick, it is 
particularly at that time that we mutt caft 
ourſelves at our Lord's feet, with a firm 
confidence, that he will not only have the 
goodneſs to help us, but that his wiſdom 
and love will turn all the puniſhments we 
ſuffer to our advantage. f 

What we have ſaid concerning the regu- 
larity of life, the purity of deſires, and the 
reſiſtance of temptations, ought to be a 
great conſolation to perſons of prayer, by 
giving them that confidence with which 
they muſt approach to God, and interior 
peace ſo neceſſary for treating with him. I 
ſay ſtill more, that though we ſhould find 
ourſelves ſo oppreſſed with the remorſe of 
any ſin newly committed, that we ſhould not 
dare, out of a juſt ſhame, to appear before 
God, we ought not even then to keep at a 
diſtance from him; but to preſent ourſelves 
before his mercy covered with confuſion, to 
acknowledge the greatneſs of our evil, and 
humbly to proteſt to God, that we know no 
other remedy after having offended him, 
than to have recourſe to him: for that which 
appears a reſpectful fear, is only in effect a 
ſecret pride, which cannot bear the ſname and 
humiliation of ſin. | 


'-B 2 9. Let 
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9. Let him not depend, for the accom- 
pliſhment of his reſolutions, either on his own 
merits, or induſtry ; but only pertorm what 
belongs to him, in preparation of himſelf for 
what it ſhall pleaſe God to communicate to 
him: and let him think he does no ſmall 
matter, if he faithfully perſeveres in this diſ- 
polition, by daily renewing his good deſires. 
Let him be aſſured that the work of God 
will be always done, in ſuch a manner as is 
moſt agreeable to his glory, and the good 
of the ſoul: but let him not appoint him- 
ſelf the judge of his own advancement, nor 
of the communications of God, who, by a 
conduct full of wiſdom, often hides from 
us what he operates in us, even when he 0- 
perates what we deſire; for he requires us 
to live in confidence and reſignation, to con- 
tinue knocking at the gate of his mercy, 
and to be always ſenſible of our own pover- 
ty and miſery. 

10. Let him therefore never leave off 
his prayer, what drineſs ſoever he ſuffers 
therein; but endeavour on the contrary to 
perſevere conſtantly in it: for though it be 
without reliſn, it is not without fruit; and 
it is always profitable, though we are not 
always ſenſible of its advantage, But when 
it pleaſes God to ſoften our hearts by the 
ſentiment of his love, we mult be attentive 
to its operation, and not carry our thoughts 
elſewhere, ſo long as there remains one ſingle 


ſpark of this divine fire: for this ſpark 
| perhaps 
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perhaps will cauſe a great conflagration, 
which will produce in the ſoul the change it 
deſires, | | 

11. Let him be careful to elevate his 
mind to God often in the day, by reſigning 
himſelf to him, bleſſing his holy name, 
thanking him for his favours, imploring his 
help, ſpeaking to him affectionately, em- 
bracing him lovingly, and ſighing after the 
poſſeſſion of him ; that he may perpetually 
entertain the fire of divine love. For it fre- 
quently happens that God grants at thoſe 
moments, what he refuſes in the time of 
prayer; to teach us that it is to his good- 
neſs, and not to our own care, that we owe 
our happineſs: which will alſo ſerve to aug- 
ment our love to him, and to diminiſh our 
pride. | | 

12. Let him be fully perſuaded of theſe 
two things; the one, which will be a great 
help to him in his puniſhments and tempta- 
tions, that God proportions them always to 
our ſtrength, and never lays more upon us 
than we can bear with the aſſiſtance of his 
grace, For as a holy ſolitary very wiſely 
obſerves, (St. J/aac) although we always 
feel the temptation before grace, yet it is 
certain that grace always precedes. the temp- 
tation; ſince God never permits temptation. 
but according to the meaſure of grace; 
which ought to inſpire us with great cou- 
rage and confidence. The other, is the re- 
membrance of God's preſence, eſpecially in 
| B-2 ; ſuch 
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ſuch occaſions as are capable of diſtrafting 


us, wherein we mult obſerve, as much as 


poſſible, a reſpectful attention to God who 
ſees us and acts with us; by this means the 
door of divine communications will not be 
ſhut, and we ſhall always be in a ſtate of 
being introduced, whenever it ſhall pleaſe the 
Lord, into the cellar of his delicious wines, 
(Cant. II. 2.) where he pours out the tor- 
rents of his love, where he diſpels the clouds 
which hide him from us, where he commu— 
nicates himſelf familiarly to the ſoul, where 
far from the noiſe of human Words, and 
in the filence of univerſal nature, he ſpeaks 
to us himſelf heart to heart, and where he 
ſleeps and reſts in peace with us. (E/ iv. 9.) 
O! who could behold that happy moment ? 
Grant us this grace, O Lord ! if it be for 
tiiy.glory, and the advancement of thy ſer- 
vice. 


1 * 
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CHAP. i 


The method of meditating on the ſufferings of 
| Chriſt in prayer. 


HH E who would apply himſelf to this ex- 
erciſe, ought, when the hour of prayer 
is come, to behold with the eye of faith 
God preſent in the bottom of his heart, and 
more intimate to the ſoul than it is to itſelf ; 
or 
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or above him, by conſidering himſelf at his 
feet as a miſerable creature: he may alſo 
regard himſelf plunged in the immenſity 
of God, as a fiſh in the ſea; or encom- 
paſſed on every ſide with his goodneſs, as a— 
man would be with the light of the ſun at 
mid-day. in an open place. Let him chuſe 
of theſe conſiderations that which will in- 
ſpire him moſt with reſpect, attention, faith, 
confidence, and union with God; and be 
aſſured that his goodneſs will hear him fa- 
vourably, and aſſiſt him in all his neceſſities : 
let him afterwards caſt his eyes upon the 
myſtery he propoſes to meditate on; not 
looking upon it as paſt, but as preſent, ſince. 
it is ſo indeed in the idea of God; but if 
the action of the myſtery be paſt, the vir- 

tue of it is not ſo, nor the love wherewith 
Chriſt performed it; for that love is infi- 
' nite, immutable, always the ſame, as ar- 
dent as when he ſhed his blood, and gave 
his life for our ſalvation, and moſt ready to 
do it ſtill, if it were neceſſary. 

II. Thus after having recollected all his 
ſenſes interior and exterior, adored God with 
8 reſpect, made the ſign of the croſs, 
aid the Lord's prayer and angelical ſalu- 
tation, in order to obtain the light of hea- 
ven; let him begin this exerciſe by reading 
attentively that ſuffering of our Saviour 
which he is to meditate upon, ſtopping his 
reading at ſuch places where he finds him- 
ſelf touched, that he may hear God, and 

B 4 | let 
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let him act in him; and afterwards continue 


his reading: when it is finiſhed, let him ad- 
dreſs himſelf to our Saviour, as if he beheld 
him with his eyes in that ſtate of ſuffering, 
which is the ſubject of his prayer; and let 
him declare his love to him by affectionate 
words, or only by the motions of his heart, 
according as God ſhall inſpire him: for we 
muſt always faithfully follow the impreſſi- 
ons he gives us: and ſince it is he whom 
we ſeek, we ſhould remain at eaſe when we 
have found him, | 

Let the underſtanding act as little as poſ- 
fible; for beſides having but little light 
whilſt the ſoul is incloſed in this mortal, bo- 
dy, it ought only to ſerve for preparing the 
way for the will, and opening, as one may 
fay, the gate to love. Now it God vouch- 
ſaſes through his mercy, without the help of 
the underſtanding and imagination, to filt our 
fouls with a ſweet peace, or with the admi- 
ration of thoſe truths which faith diſcovers 
to us; or with a lively ſorrow at the fight 
of our ſins, and the ſufferings of our Sa- 
viour; or with regret for having begun ſo 
late to love him; or with a defire of being 
entirely his; or with a tranſport of love 
which may induce us to embrace him affec- 
tionately; or in fine with any other motion 
whatſoever that may unite us to God; we 
muſt remain calmly therein, without em- 


ploy ing ourſelves with any other thought, 


how holy ſoever it may appear to us: not 
| that 
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that other thoughts are bad; but becauſe the 
ſoul finds in this interior peace, the fruit 
and end of all good thoughts, 

The mind of man is too cloſely confined 
in this life to think on many things at once. 
It is a diſorder to ſow when we ought to reap, 
anda temptation to deſire to fill ourſelves with 


Holy thoughts when we ſhould gather the 


fruit thereof: let the ſoul therefore enjoy 
the fruit of its paſt labours, and take its 
reſt; as a ſheep does that is filled, which 
without troubling itſelf with ſeeking for 
freſh graſs, that its ſtomach perhaps could 
not digeſt, ſweetly chews over again what 
it has already eaten. A day will come when 
being diſcharged from the weight of this 
earthly body, it will find itſelf equally: pof- 
feſſed of knowledge and love, and not the 
one be any impeciment to the other. 

III, The time of prayer being ended, re- 
tire from it with a diſpoſition of peace and 
love, as one that poſſeſſes God within him- 
ſelf : apply yourſelf afterwards to the af- 
fairs of your ſtate with a recollected mind, 
and endeavour to preſerve the fervor, light, 
and repoſe of prayer. But if it has been 
accompanied with drineſs heavineſs, and 
other pains, be not grie ved thereat; but in 
concluding it, bleſs the Lord who is always 
juſt in his judgments, acknowledge your 
own unworthineſs, offer him your troubles, 
proteſting that you did not undertake this 
exerciſe, for receiving the conſolations of 

n God 


34 F. Tnomas's ſpiritual Advice. Ch. III. 


God therein, but for the doing his holy will, 
to which you entirely reſign yourſelf. Exa- 
mine in fine what may have diſtracted you: 
if you have been the cauſe of it yourſelf, 
by your own fault or negligence, before or 
in time of prayer, accule yourſelf thereof 
with ſorrow, and puniſh yourſelf for it by 
ſaying ſome prayer in the ſpirit of ſatisfac- 
tion: by this means it will happen, that 
going from prayer, humbled and confound—- 
ed, you will reap no leſs fruit from thence, 
than if you had been filled with conſolation 
therein. God who takes more care of our 
ſpiritual advancement than we ourſelves, 
knows alſo much better than we, what is 
molt convenient for us. Therefore we ought 
to carry to prayer an entire reſignation of 
ourſelves into his hands, and a ſincere delire 
of ſerving him; not agrecably to our own 
| liking, but according to his good picaſure 
equally thanking him, whether he humbles, 
or comforts us; ſince both equally proceed 
from a father full of affection and goodneſs 
towards us. {= 
IV. But that we may have our minds more © 
recollected, and conſequently better diſpoſed 
to treat with God, it is of great importance 
to give him the firſt fruits of our thoughts 
in the morning, byelevating our hearts to him 
at our being awake; to have certain appoint- 
ed times alſo in the day for doing it, by 
frequent aſpirations z and in fine to lay our- 
ſelves down to fleep at night in his —_— 
an 
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and at his feet. For it is very difficult for 
him, who lets his mind be diſtracted in o- 
ther actions, to find recollection in prayer. 
As purity of heart is alſo a neceſſary diſpo- 
ſition to the divine communications; and as 
a rigorous examination of our faults may 
greatly contribute thereto ; I ſhall here pre- 
ſeribe * method of doing it every day. 
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C MH A 
Of Examination. 


TN a ſpiritual life there are certain impor- 
tant maxims, which he who would make 
any progreſs in muſt obſerve in his conduct. 
Some are general, and regard all times, 
places, and perſons. Others are particular, 
and annexed to certain circumſtances. The 
| oy ones are thele : 
| . To be continually on our guard, that 
we In not willingly poſſeſt with any object, 
deſire, or thought, which may be diſpleaſ- 
ing to God. | | 

2. To be frequently mindful of his pre- 
ſence, that we may adore and bleſs him with 
a profound reſpect. 

3. Not to commit any fault, whether in- 
terior or exterior, without immediately con- 
ceiving ſorrow, and begging pardon, for 


i. | 
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4. Never to take any reſolution till hav- 
ing firſt conſulted God; that we may do 
nothing but what is conformable to his will. 

5. To be watchful in mortifying our 
ſenſes, and particularly our tongue, that 
nothing may eſcape them. but what is regu- 
lar and juſt. 

6. To do to our neighbour, whoever he 
be, all the good we can; and ſo to enlarge 
our hearts towards him, that the power of 
aſſiſting him may be wanting always rather 
than the will. 

2. Never to harbour any hatred or bitter 
neſs, how ſmall ſoever it be, and though of 
ever ſo ſhort a duration. 

8. Never to ſuffer any ſin on our conſci- 
ence, particularly if it is conſiderable, with- 
out bewailing it, and having ſpeedy recourſe 
to the facrament of penance. 

Neither to neglect our exerciſes of pi- 
ety, nor the inſpirations of God ; and faith- 
fully to purſue thoſe motions he inſpires us 
with. 

10. To be diſtruſtful of thoſe things for 
which we feela ſtrong inclination,” whether 
they be good or bad; and to have always 

the fear of God before our eyes. 
11. Not to be attached to our own will, 
but to condeſcend to that of others, when 
it may be done without fin. 

12. Not to have any eſteem of ourſelves, 
and to do nothing for gaining that of men; 


to o propoſe to ourſelves only God's 95 
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and never to prefer ourſelves to any one, 
how imperfect ſoever he may appear to 

. 
13. To bleſs God in all the accidents of 
life, and to receive them from his hands 
with thankſgiving. 

II. Beſides theſe general inſtructions, 
there are ſome particular ones which regard, 
1. The duties of every perſon in his o]. 
ſtate of life. 2. The amendment of his 
common failings. 3. The attention which 
he ought to have to thoſe occaſions which 
might aſſiſt or impede his ſpiritual advance- 
ment. 4. The regulation of his time and 
actions. 5. The manner in which he ought 
to act and converſe with his neighbour, 
For he that would pleaſe God, ought al- 
ways to have in view, the advancement in 
his love, the avoiding of ſin, the profiting 
by every thing that happens, and the re- 
newing, changing, augmenting, and dimi- 
niſhing his reſolutions, according to the cir- 
cumſtances which offer themſelves, For, 
as it is very well obſerved in the book of 
the contempt of 1he world, our advancement 
is ſuch as our reſolutions are, It is neceſſa- 
ry therefore to neglect nothing in ſuch an 
important affair, and to examine ourſelves 
ſtrictly with regard to all theſe things. 

III. Let him then who deſires to acquire 
the purity of heart, after having made the 
ſign of the croſs, and ſaid the Lord's pray- 
er, preſent himſelf in the preſence of God, 
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as a prodigal child that returns to his fa- 
ther; or as the publican, who dares not to 
lift up his eyes to heaven; or as holy Mag- 
dalen, bewailing her ſins at her Saviour's 
feet; or as the leper, begging his cure of 
him at a diſtance; or as the wicked ſervant, 
being proſtrate before his maſter, and not 
having wherewith to ſatisfy him, has re- 
courſe to his patience and goodneſs ; or in 
fine as a miſerable creature, who overwhelm- 
ed with the weight of his miſeries ſtands in 
great need of the mercy of his creator. Let 
him afterwards make a ſincere acknowledg- 
ment of all his ſins in particular, and beg 
pardon for them with ſorrow and humility : 
let him compare his faults with his reſoluti— 
ons, bleſs the patience of God for his long- 
fufferance of him, and laſtly conclude his 
examen by this, or ſome ſuch like-prayer. 

IV. Behold here, O my Lord and my 
God ! this miſerable creature. Behold him 
whom thou ſupporteſt with ſo muſt good- 
neſs, and for whom thou haſt done ſuch 
great things : this unprofitable, weak, and 
ungrateful ſervant, rebellious to thy light, 
and faithleſs in thy ſervice; Who has done 
fo much ill, and ſo little good. What will 
become of me, O Lord !+ if thou haſt not 
mercy on me? Thou without whom I am 
nothing, I know nothing, I can do nothing 
but fin; and not reclaim myſelf ; fall, and 
not riſe again . and not return in- 
to the road; loſe thee, and not ſeek thee ; 
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offend thee, and not appeaſe thy wrath, 


unleſs J am aſſiſted with thy light and grace. 


Thou knoweſt that all comes from thee, 
the will, the deſire, and the execution. Thou 


art the refuge of the poor, and the comfort 


of the miſerable. Behold here a poor and 
miſcrable ſinner, who caſts himſelf into the 
arms of thy mercy. Look upon me, O 
Lord! with the eyes of thy goodneſs; for- 
get my fins, compaſſionate my miſeries, 
and moiſten the dryneſs of my heart with 
the ſalutary waters of thy grace. O divine 


light, diſpel my darkneſs! O infinite power, 


fortify my weakneſs! receive my deſire, O 
Lord! aſſiſt my will, forget what I have 
committed againſt thee, and give me what 


thou haſt merited for me. Such as I am, I 


deſire to be wholly thine; ſupply my un- 
worthineſs by thy grace; let that ſame good- 
neſs, which inſpires me with the deſire and 
reſolution of ſerving thee, oblige thee to o- 
perate in me what thou deſireſt from me, 
that I may never do any thing but to thy 
glory. Amen. | 

V. After having ſpoken to God in this 
manner, let him implore the aſſiſtance of 
the bleſſed virgin, his angel guardian, and 
his patrons ; and then conclude with the de- 


fire of being faithful to God, and of per- 


forming his reſolutions, But when God, 
by a ray of his light, diſcovers to the ſoul 


the great purity he requires of it, he gives 


it alſo a clearer knowledge of its defects, 
BD. 8 urges 
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urges it to examine them more ſtrictly, and 
to ſearch for its moſt ſecret inclinations, not 
only the vicious, but natural ones. Would 
to God that ſinners would bewail their 

greateſt crimes, with as much ſorrow as 
that ſoul then bewails its ſmalleſt faults! 
As ſuch a ſoul dwells in a region of light, 
I do not write this for it, but only for be- 
ginners. 


_— 


CM A 


Conſiderations proper for exciting in us the love 


of Chriſt ſuffering. 


MONG an infinite number of motives, 
capable of kindling in our hearts the 
love of Chriſt, in conſideration of his ſuf- 
ferings; and of ſhewing us the obligation 
we have of imitating him ; we ſhall only ſet 
down ſome of them here, hoping that God 
will be pleaſed to ſuggeſt others to thoſe, 
who ſhall come, according to the expreſſion 
of the prophet Iſaiah, to draw waters in 
Joy from the fountains of our Saviour, (xii. 3.) 
I. He ſuffered willingly, and out of the 
pure love he had for us; without being o- 
bliged thereto either in rigor of juſtice, or 
by reaſon of our merits: for on the one 
hand we are all ſinners; and on the other, 
though he was engaged to ſuffer by his 5 — 
. 
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miſe and ovedience; both having been vo- 
luntary, yet his ſacrifice was not fo much a 
1188 of juſtice, as of love, (Pſalm iv. 


II. He ſuffered joyfully : for though the 
ſcripture compares his torments to the waves 
of a raging lea, he was urged with an earn- 
eſt deſire of undergoing them; and it is in 
this view the prophet Jeremy foretold of 
him, that he ſhould be filled with reproaches. 
(Lament. in. 30.) This is a moſt bitter food, 
and very hard to digeſt; but it was ſo pa- 
latable to Chriit, that he required a great 
deal of it to ſatisfy his hunger: that hunger 
which was the meaſure of his ſufferings, 
ought alſo to be that of our love. 

III. That deſire of ſuffering excited by 
love, ſweetened to him the bittereſt things. 
Thus it was ſweet to him to be ſubject to 
his parents, during ſo great 2 number of 
years; to live among men, whoſe manners 
| were ſo different from his own; to be tempt- 
| ed by the devil; and to ſubject himſelf to 
many other moſt humbling and grievous 
puniſhments; of which we are to ſpeak at 
large; and in which his love made him find 
incredible delights. ETD 

IV. He wrought in himſelf a continual 
miracle, that he might be able to ſuffer : for 
beholding God clearly, and conſequently 
enjoying happineſs, he refuſed his body the 
glorious qualities of brightneſs, agility, ſub- 
tilty, and impaſlibility, which the ſoul ſhould 

| | natu- 
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naturally have communicated to it: and that 


love which made him ſo often work mi. 
racles, for freeing the martyrs from the 


ſenſe of pain, made him work ſome, that 


he himſelf. might become capable of ſuffer- 
ing and dying for us. 

V. He has transferred to and made us a 
perfect donation of whatever he merited by 
his ſufferings; as he himſelf was already 
happy, he had no need of merits but for his 
exterior glory, which he miraculouſly ſuſ- 
pended in the manner we have mentioned, 
and which he prevented from being out- 
wardly reſplendent. Thus he merited all 
the reſt for us; that is to ſay, the pardon 
of, and ſatisfaction for, fin ; grace and glo- 
ry; but in ſuch abundance, that tho* one 
ſingle ſigh of his, could have merited for 
all men the means and poſſeſſion of eternal 
ſalvation, by the infinite value which the 
dignity of his perſon gave to the leaſt of his 
actions; yet he was pleaſed, in ſatisfaction 
of his love, to ſuffer the moſt dreadful tor- 
ments: and this was the foundation of that 


ſuperabundant redemption, and inexhauſtible 


treaſure of graces, which he ſtill diſtributes 
daily to us, with the ſame goodneſs, as if 
he had but juſt merited them for us. 3 

VI. His love had no beginning, and will 
never have an end: for though it appeared 
only in time by the works which God per- 
formed exteriorly, it burnt from alÞeternity ? 
in his heart; and as it is eternal and infinite, 
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it is incapable of any change: for Chriſt 
loves us with his whole effence, and with 
the ſame love which unites the three divine 


{ perſons together. As there is but one eſſence 
in God, there cannot be a plurality of loves 


in him : therefore he loves his creatures with 
the ſame love with which he loves himſelf, 
every one in proportion to its merits z. and 


| he has done no leſs for me than he would 


have done for himſelf, 1f he had been in the 


E ſame neceſlity as I am. 


VII. This love is neither divided, nor ca- 
pable of diviſion. God loves me with the 
ſame love wherewith he loves all men; he 
has ſuffered no leſs for me alone than for 
them; and he belongs as much to me as he 
does to all others together. So that I may 


ſay with St. Bernard, thou art wholly mine, 


O my amiable Jeſus! and wholly ſacrificed 
to my neceſſities. I may call him, with the 
apoſtle St. Thomas, my Lord and my God; 

as if there was no other ſoul in the world 


but mine for which he died, And though 
he communicates himſelf to men in propor- 


tion to the diſpoſitions he finds in them, be- 
cauſe he will not do violence to their liber- 
ty, yet it is certain that, by his own incli- 
nation, he is always ready to do each of 
them in particular as much good, and even 
more, than to all the others together; as he 
did to the moſt bleſſed virgin his mother: 
for, according to the obſervation of St. 
ue ( Hom. 20. in Matt, 0 it is wm 
the 
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the fault of him that aſks when he receives 
little. It cannot be doubted but that God's 
goodneſs is infinite; therefore the ſmallneſs 
of his gift proceeds not from his little love, 
but from our want of diſpoſition. If God | 
beſtows a ſmall bleſſing on his creature, it | 
is Not becauſe of the little love he has for it, | 
but of the ſmallneſs of its love to him. 
b When he ſuffered I was preſent to his know- | 
= - ledge, which is no leſs infinite than his love; 
} and he offered his ſufferings to his eternal 
father for all my neceſſities in particular, as 
if he had ſuffered only for me alone. | 
VIII. In order to reſemble me the more, 
he had no regard to himſelf: he concealed 
all the ſplendor and majeſty of his divine 
perſon, what he might ſubject himſelf to all 
thoſe humiliations, which he could ſuffer } 
without fin. He paſſed for a ſinner, was 
treated as a ſlave, and made no account of | 
his own life, though it was the molt preci- | 
ous thing in the world, further than it might | 
ſerve for my ſalvation. He permitted his 
foul, which was happy and incapable of ſuf- 
fering, to be chaſed by the violence of tor- 
ments out of a body which had always been | 
perfectly ſubject to it, and to which it na- 
turally deſired to remain united. He was 
pleaſed that his divinity, which could not 
ſuffer of itſelf, ſhould concur at leaſt in all | 
his labours and ſufferings after a particular 
manner. In a word he was not ſatisfied till | 
his body, ſoul, and divinity were become | 
| | my 
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s my nouriſhment ; and he has ſet ſo high a 
s I value upon me, though a miſerable wretch 
s as J am, that he has given me all he had to 
» MW beſtow, and ſuffered for me whatever he 
d could. 
t . IX. Many of his pains were to ſuch a 
t, degree of violence, that he could never have 
1. W ſupported them without dying, if he had 
been a mere man; ſuch was his faſt of for- 
3 ty days in the deſart, his ſorrow in the gar- 
al den of Olives, which St. Lake calls an ago- 
is ny, and which was indeed a mortal acci- 
dent: but becauſe it was not fit that he 
2, E ſhould deſtroy himſelf, he ſuſtained his hu- 
d. manity by the divine power, in order to 
ie make it ſuffer more than the weakneſs of 
nature could bear. In the ſame manner alſo 
er he uſed his body during his paſſion : for 
as though ſuch violent pains ought naturally to 
of have deprived him of life, he preſerved it 
i- by the power of his divinity, until he had 
nt filled up the meaſure of thoſe puniſhments 
is he had reſolved to ſuffer for us. So he con- 
i- WF cealed at the ſame time the ſplendor of his 
r- W divinity, that he might not be ſpared in 
en his ſufferings ; and he excited its power, to 
a- add to the humanity the ſtrength of ſuffer- 
as Wing the more. 
ot WW KX. In fine what infinitely exalts the 
all Wl greatneſs of his charity, as the apoſtle St. 
ar Paul ſays, (Rom. v.) is the unworthineſs of 
ill W thoſe whom he loved. It is not perhaps a- 
ne W bove the mind of man to comprehend, 
1y | | NE 
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that one might gi ve his life for a juſt man: 


becauſe he who, by an unjuſt condemnation, 
ſuffers deatiz for an innocent perſon, aug- 
ments thereby his own merit and glory, 
very {ar from loſing any part of either; but 
to die for a wicked, criminal, ungrateful 


perſon, one who perpetually offends his 


own benefactor, and even makes uſe of the 
favours he has received from him to his diſ- 
honour ; this is what ſurpaſſes human un- 
derſtanding, and what the love of a God a- 


lone is capable of comprehending and exe- 


cuting. For when we were enemies to God, | 
the eternal father delivered up his only ſon | 


to death for us; the ſon offered himſelf joy- 
fully thereto ; and the Holy Ghoſt, that di- 


vine fire, kindled in the father and the ſon | 
that infinite charity by which we are loved, | 
in ſpite of our unworthineſs and demerits, 
God does not regulate the love he bears us 
according to our merits, but to his own 
goodneſs; and the more unworthy we are 
of it, the greater, more pure, and worthy 
of him, is his love. It is your duty, O 


chriſtian ſoul! to conſider what you owe to 


God for all his favours. 
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LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

| © During his hidden Lit. 


1 Suffering of CHRIST. 


His forefight and acceptance of whatever be 
Was 0 ſuffer. 


U R Lord made uſe of ſuch effi- 
Hz cacious remedies for reſtoring 
5. Duman nature, corrupted by the 
Ss fin of the firſt man, and ſo pro- 
per for the cure of our wounds, that it may 
be truly ſaid he has redeemed us after the 
moſt perfect manner, For beſides our being 
born and living in fin, and ſubject to all the 
puniſhments it has brought upon us; it al- 
o cauſed in our nature lo great a diſorder, 


and 
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and ſuch a violent inclination to evil, that 
Chriſt was no leſs neceſſary for the re-eſta. 
bliſhment of order, than for the expiation 
of our ſins; and we equally ſtood in need 
of reformation and redemption. It was for 
this reaſon that the ſon of God, having 
vouchſafed by his infinite mercy to redeem 
the world, was not ſatisfied with meriting 
for us the remedy of our evils, by every 
action of this mortal life; but he has left 
us the example and form of. all thoſe vir- 
tues, that are to ſerve for the regulation 
of our manners: which makes St. Paul ſay, 
(1 Cor. xv. 49.) that as by the fins in which 
we are born, and wherein we live, we Have 
borne the image of the earthly Adam, ſo we 
ought to endeavour to bear alſo the image of 
the heavenly one, by a lite altogether new; 
eſpecially ſince we are become one and the 
ſame body with him by the grace of bap- 
tiſm : and the ſanie apoſtle adviſes us alſo, 
(Rom. xiii. 14.) to put on our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt ; and to live as having bien redeemel 
33 his blood, and inſtructed by his exam.: 
ples. | FO 
II. Jeſus Chriſt, our ſaviour and maſter 
both, has obſerved in the reformation off 
man, the ſame order which had been pur— 
ſued in his deſtruction; but he has practiſed 
therein the virtues directly oppoſite to thoſe 
vices which had deftroyed us. For firſt, 
in the place of Eve, he made choice of the 
bleſſed virgin Mary, as a companion of his 
85 - labour, 
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labour, endued with an angelic purity of ſoul 
and body, perfectly ſubject to God, and the 
inſtrument of all our good, as Eve had been 
that of all our evil. Secondly, Adam was 
created with great advantages of nature, and 
moſt plentiful helps of grace, whereby it 
was eaſy for him to have continued in that 
happy ſtate : and notwithſtanding he ſinned . 
_ almoſt immediately after his creation. The 
ſecond Adam, in order to repair the fault of 
the firſt, was pleaſed that his body ſhould 
be formed, and his foul and divinity united 
thereto, in an inſtant ; being unable to wait 
the ordinary term of man's formation, thro* 
his impatience of beginning the work of 
our redemption. 

III. As diſobedience had been the firſt 
ſin, the firſt action of Chriſt was an act of 
obedience. A perverſe will, and a pleaſure 
delighted in contrary to the prohibition of 
the creator, were the origin of our ruin: the 
ſenſe of pain ſuffered in ſubmiſſion to the 
order of God, was the beginning of our 
reparation. So that our Saviour in deſcend- 
ing on earth was united to our nature; and 
at the inſtant of his conception, in which he 
might have been truly adored as Man-God, 
he begun his firſt labour and our firſt reme- 
dy. He could not ſuffer the leaſt delay, 
nor that there ſhould be one ſole moment in 
his life but what was full of mercy and grace 
for ſinners. The eternal father repreſented 
to him, at the firſt inſtant of his life, the la- 
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bours, troubles, ignominies, ſorrows, dere- 
lictions, torments, death, and in fine all the 
puniſhments he had to ſuffer, with ail their 
circumſtances, their weight, number, and 
meaſure ; but in ſo lively and diſtinct a 
manner, as if he had actually endured them. 
Beſides our Lord, who was full of light 
and grace, from whom nothing could be 
hid, and who beheld all theſe things as if 
they had been preſent, ſubmitted himſelf 
joyfully and entirely to his father's com- 
mand; and accepted of every thing that 
"was ordained for him to ſuffer from his con- 
ception till his death, with a will as ready 
and compleat, as if nothing had been pro- 
poſed to him but glory and pleaſures. 

IV. But as, by all the actions of his life, 
he put in execution every particular of the 
will of God his father, how ſevere ſoever 
they were to nature; ſo we ought to be- 
lieve, that he was not content with accept- 
ing in general of every thing he was to ſuf- 
fer ; but that he then reſigned and delivered 
up in particular his head 10. thorns, his eyes 
to tears, his cheeks to buffetings, his face 
to affronts, and his mouth to gall and vine- 
gar ; and that he offered his body, life, ho- 
nour, and whatever was in him capable of 
ruffering, for the glory of his father, and 
the ſalvation of men. This was a moſ* ſen- 
ſible pain to his ſacred humanity, which was 
then ſo tender and delicate: for as our Lord 


never ſpared it in the ſmalleſt matter that 
| might 
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might afflict it, it cannot be doubted but 
this repreſentation was molt grievous to it; 
becauſe his infinite knowledge ſupplied what 
he wanted of the experimental part; and 
though this ſenſe made a greater appearance 
exteriorly in his prayer in the garden ; yet 
it may be ſaid, that it was not more vio- 
lent than in that firſt moment of which we 
ſpeak. | 

V. This voluntary obedience of the word 
incarnate, was accompanied with a profound 
humility, an ardent love, an extreme ſorrow, 
and an infinite merit; it was ſo agreeable 
to God that it was ſufficient for the redemp- 
tion of all men; and that the eternal fa- 
ther could then have revoked the ſentence 
and command which he had given to. his 
ſon, taken him up into heaven, and made 
him ſit down at his right hand: for the me- 
rit of that ſingle action was capable of tak- 
ing away all the ſins of the world, of chain- 
ing down the powers of hell, of filling the 
whole world with treaſures of grace, and 
of opening to all men the gates of heaven: 
becauſe Chriſt being a divine and infinite 
perſon, and the value of actions correſpond- 
ing always to the merit of the perſon, the 
lealt of his was more than ſufficient for re- 
deeming a hundred thouſand worlds. This 
is what Jalab foretold of him in theſe 
words; (viii. 3.) Call his name, haſten to 
take away the ſpoils, make baſte to take 
Preys : for before ihe child knows how to 2 
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bis father and mother, the ſtrength of Da- 
maſcus Hall be taken away; that is, the 
power of the devil and ſin, to which the 
Whole world were ſlaves. The prophet fore- 
ſaw that the Meſſias would not delay our re- 
medy one moment, and that he would be 
ſo impatient to accompliſh his father's de- 
figns, that in the firſt inſtant of his life, he 
would abundantly merit for us, by his obe- 
dience, all the favours of the divine mercy, 
not only before he could ſpeak, but even 
before he was born. Such was the charity 
which drew down Chriſt on earth: one ſingle 
action of his was ſufficient for our ſalvation, 
but not for his love. Behold what 2 re- 
deemer, what a Lord, and what a friend 
we have | 
VI. What more ſalutary inſtruction can 
we therefore deſire, for the reformation of 
our manners, than that which this divine 
maſter gave us in the beginning of his life? 
the want of obedience, ſays the holy ſcrip- 
ture, was the cauſe of our miſcry: and this 
virtue having been in Chriſt, as it were the 
foundation of all thoſe graces he merited for 
us; he was pleaſed to maniteſt to us there- 
by, that. we ought like him to eſtabliſh 
the whole fabric of chriſtian perfection upon 
obedience ; and as he did not ſpend one 
ſingle moment of his life without obeying 
God his father, ſo we ought alſo to account 
all thoſe for loſt, which we do not conſecrate 
to Obedience. Let us conſider then, how 
much 
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much of our time we loſe in ſleep, in eat- 
ing, In idleneſs, and what is ſtill more to be 
regretted, in criminal actions, irregular 
pleaſures, and in all other things which ſe- 
parate us from God; with what faintneſs 
and remiſſneſs do we ſeek him, with what 
felicity do we quit his ſervice, and with 
what negligence do we Jabour for our own 
ſalvation, which coſt him ſo much ? If we 
compare the coldneſs in which we live, and 
the reaſons which prevent us from loving 
Chriſt with our whole heart, with the ar- 
dor he had to ſuffer for us, and the rigor 
he exerciſed over himſelf in ſatisfaction for 
our ſias, we ſhall be equally covered with 
confuſion and filled with gratitude in his 

reſence. 

VII. So much has been written upon o- 
bedience and ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
that I ſhall content myſelf with ſaying here; 
that Chriſt by teaching us in what manner 
we ought to pray, has taught us alſo how 
to obey, in theſe words; hy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, ( Matth. vi.) For the 
bleſſed in heaven not only deſire and do no- 
thing but what God wills, but they cannot 
even think any thing contrary to what he 
ordains. So we ought not to be ſatisfied 
with keeping our wills always conformable 
to that of God, but we muſt aſpire to the 
perfection of obedience, and ſubmit our uns 
derſtandings alſo to him, There are ſo 
many maxims in the world, eſtabliſhed, ap- 

S proved, 
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proved, and even conſecrated, as one may 
tay, by the ſpecious pretences of honour, 
neceſſity and duty, which nevertheleſs are 
contrary. to the law of God; and the 
corruption of our hearts makes us daily 
find out ſo many reaſons for diſpenſing our- 
{elves from obedience, under colour of the 
glory and ſervice of God, that it is very 
caſy to be deceived therein, if we are not 
ſtrictly upon our guard. Let us therefore 
pray to the Lord with David, to iurn away 
our eyes that they may not ſee vanity, (Plalm 
cxviii. 27.) nor take it for the truth; to il- 
luminate us with his light in order to diſco- 
ver his will to us; and that the- purity of 
bis doctrine, and the perfection of his ex- 
amples, may be the only object of our 
nobghts and eſteem. For he that ſhall fix 
his eyes on Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and maſ- 
ter, who is the ſpotleſs mirror, and perfect 
image of the divine goodneſs, with a lincere 
deſire of imitating him, and of ſubmitting 
his underſtanding to him, ſhall immediately 
be free from a multitude of errors. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt's foreſight and acceptance of every 
thing he was io ſuffer. 


Son of the living God ! O my ſaviour 

and redeemer ! O the comfort of my 
miſeries, and the only remedy of my evils! 
Thou art come into the world to fave our 
loſt ſouls, to ſhew how much thou loveſt 
{inners, and the deſire thou haſt of ſatisfy- 
ing for them. Thou burneſt with ſuch an 
ardent thirſt afrer torments and the crols, 
that thou wouldſt not live one ſingle mo- 
ment without ſuffering : I even preſume to 
ſay, O my God! that, had it been poſſible 
or convenient, thou wouldſt have come in- 
to the world on the croſs, and have remain- 
ed faſtened thereto, from the firſt inſtant to 
the laſt breath of thy life; fo incomprehen- 
ſible is the exceſs of the love thou beareit 
us. But at leaſt, if thou walt not always 
upon the croſs whereon thou diedſt, thou 
never livedſt without ſuffering ; thou didſt 
not ſpare thy holy humanity in a body ex- 
tremely delicate, and but newly formed. 
How pure, how great, and how divine is 
thy love! As thou didſt never judge that 
body too ſmall to be without the bleſſed 
ſoul that was to animate it, or without the 
aMvinity that was to be united to it; ſo thou 
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didſt always think it big enough to ſuffer ; 
even to make it feel at once, in the moment 
of its formation, all the pains it was to ſuffer 
at different times, in the whole courſe of 
its life. Thou ſhewedſt it at that time the 
tears, ſorrows, hunger, inconveniencies, po- 
verty, fatigues, injuries, and contempts, 
which it was to undergo ; the fetters where- 
with it was to be bound, the ſtripes with 
which it was to be torn, the thorns it was 
to be pierced with, the croſs whereon it was 
to be faſtened, the gall and vinegar that 
were to be preſented to it, the extreme de- 
ſolation whereto it was to be reduced, and 
in fine the cruel death that was to conſum- 
mate its ſacrifice. 
II. If at the age of thirty three years the 
. only thought of thoſe torments, which were 
prepared for thy holy humanity, occaſioned 
it ſuch a profound forrow, that it was caſt 
thereby into an agony, and bathed in a ſweat 
of blood; what muſt its grief have been, 
when, at its entrance into the world, every 
thing it was to ſuffer during the whole 
courſe of its life, was repreſented to it in ſo 
clear, fo lively, and ſo certain a manner? I 
comprehend, O my God!] that that puniſh- 
ment was one of the greateſt thou didſt ever 
endure ; ſince thou waſt then man to feel it 
in its whole extent, and God to foreſee it 
in all its circumſtances. Thou didſt at the 
ſame time foreſee all, accept of every thing, 
and waſt ſenſible of all; becauſe thy love 
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permitted thee not to ſpare thyſelf in the 
ſmalleſt part of thy labours. O divine love! 
always active, how many artifices haſt thou 
employed, and how many means haſt thou in- 
. vented to gain our hearts? There was no 
place, time, nor age, which thou haſt not 
thought proper for the execution of thy de- 
ſigns 3 and when the age and place rendered 
thee incapable of ſuffering exteriorly, thou 
procuredſt thyſelf interior croſſes, in order to 
beſtow continually upon us the treaſures of 
thy grace; to maintain that fire with which 
thou waſt conſumed; and to make thoſe 
ſenſible of its heat whom thou loveſt, and 
defireſt ro draw to thee. | 

III. Miſerable creature that I am! when 
I conſider thy eagerneſs of ſuffering for my 
falvation in ſo tender an age, and in a body 
ſcarce yet capable of human figure! What 
can I ſay, and how dare I appear before 
thee ? For, alas! in what time of my life ſo- 
ever I look upon myſelf, I fee nothing but 
fin ; and methinks there is no part of my- 
felf but what is infected therewith, as there 
was no part of thee but what was pierced 
with ſorrow. In my mother*s womb, tho? 
I was incapable of action, I was already like 
the old 4dam by original fin, wherewith my 
foul was defiled ; being born, and unable as 
yet to ſin, becauſe I had not the uſe of rea- 
fon, I felt violent inclinations to anger, ly- 
ing, pride, gluttony, diſobedience, and to 
many other diſorders, which ſhewed ſuffici- 
g C5 ently 
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ently at that time what the corruption of 
my heart was. When I was arrived at the 
age of diſcretion, and capable of knowing 
thee, O my God! inſtead of producing thote 
fruits thou hadſt reaſon to expect from me, 
into what diſorders did I not fall? O infinite 
mercy ! who haſt borne with me till now, 
do not confound me ! Pardon me the eager- 
neſs. wherewith I purſued the bent of my 
corruption. What vanity, what deceit, and 
what preſumption 3. how many bad thoughts, 
criminal deſires, and ſhametul actions have 
I not been guilty of? I have lived in a pro- 
found forgetfulneſs of thy bleſſings ; I have 
been inſenſible of thy goodneſs, rebellious a- 
gainſt thy light, deaf to thy inſpirations, 
diſobedient to thy law, a lover of the world, 
diſguſted with eternal things, attached. to 
myſelf, remote from thee, full of ſelt-loye, 
and void of the love-of thee! I found the 
time too ſhort for ſatisfying my pleaſures; 
and the world too little for ſatiating my 
corrupt deſires : but it ſeemed great to me 
when I was to love it preferably to thee, . or 
to. loſe thee for the ſake of it. Every age 
appeared to me far enough advanced for of- 
fending thee, but too feeble for ſerving 
thee. I committed by will and deſire, the 
evil that age and ſtrength did not permit 
me to commit in deed: always powerful to 
fin ; but fainting, tepid, and flothful in thy 
r 
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IV. Thou, O my God!] as the true friend 
of my ſoul, moved with compaſſion towards 
it, thou wouldſt not even wait the days em- 
ployed by nature in the formation of bodies; 
thine was formed, animated, and filled with 
the divine majeſty, in an inſtant, out of the 
defire thou hadſt to make an advantage of 
every moment, and to beſtow on the work. 
of love and grace, the time.that nature re- 
quires for hers. And for my part, O infi- 
te goodneſs ! though J had not the uſe of 
reaſon till many years after my birth, 1 did 
not know thet even then; and tho? I found 
thy bleflings heaped upon me in the courſe 
of my life, I did not ſeek thee, nor ſerve 
thee, neither did I concern myſelf about lov- 
ing thee ; but I contented myſelf with a lan- 
guiſbing, or rather with a dead, faith. I 
was preſent in thy thoughts when thou be- 
ganſt to ſuffer; chou kneweſt me when thou 
acceptedſt of ſuch great puniſhments, and 
the foreſight of my miſeries excited in thee 
the impatience of remedying them. Have 
mercy, on me, O Lordi and convert me to 
thee, that I may begin, at leaſt now, to love 
and obey thee ; make me weep bitterly for 
the diſorders of my life paſt, and change 
me ſo into thee, that I may no longer breathe 
after any thing but thee. 
V. O that I had never offended thee! O 
that I had employed the whole time of my 
life in loving and ſerving thee! If in the 


buſt moment when J return to thee with my 
| whole 
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whole heart, I find myſelf ſo touched, fo 
changed, and ſo different from what I was 
before; what muſt I have been, O my God ! 
if I had never departed from thee ? I ſhould 
have been now thy faithful ſervant, wholly 
filled with thy love, and wholly transform- 
ed into thy ſpirit. O infinite patience! that 
has ſo long expected me. O infinite good- 
neſs ! that haſt borne with me till now. O 
infinite love! that calleſt me to thee, poſſeſs 
me, and transform me wholly into thee. 
From this moment to the laſt of my life, I 
reſign myſelf to thee, to ſpend it entirely 
with thee; I am extremely forrowful for 
having offended thee, O my God ! behold 
me now at thy feet, content thy juſtice, and 
take of me all the ſatisfaction thou pleaſeſt. 
I only entreat thee, that the ſame love which 
urged thee in ſo lively a manner to ſuffer 
for me, may cauſe a continual fountain of 
tears to flow from my heart, that I may 
weep, all the reſidue of my life, for the 
misfortune of having diſpleaſed thee. This 
is the buſineſs of thy love; to it I reſign all 
my concerns; treat with it about all my ne- 
ceſſities; and I beg nothing from thee but 
what it begs for me. 

VI. Was it not reaſonable that thou 
ſnouldſt ſpend the firſt hours of thy coming 
into the world, with the moſt bleſſed Vir- 
gin, whom thou foundeſt full of grace, love, 
and purity ; and who was fo agreeable to 


thee, that thou wouldſt become her ſon? 
Thou 
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Thou deſiredſt that I ſhould have a ſhare in 
thy love, and thou waſt at that time wholly 
employed about my miſeries and their re- 
medy. O divine ſhepherd! who cameſt to 
ſeek, not the juſt, becauſe there were none, 
but ſinners; how thou didit love this poor 
ſtrayed ſheep! However the ſoul of the 
- bleſſed Virgin loſt nothing of its right for 
all thoſe benefits thou beſtowedſt on us: 
thou waſt rich enough both for her and us. 
As thy love is divine, it 1s neither limited 
nor divided; and thou giveſt thyſelf at the 
fame time wholly to all, and wholly to e- 
very one in particular. I was no leſs pre- 
ſent to thy knowledge and love than the 
bleſſed Virgin, though ſhe was moſt ſtrictly 
united to thee by the bond of perfect charity. 
After what I ſee, what I believe, and what 
I owe thee, O my divine Saviour ! can there 
remain in me any thing that does not burn 
with the fire of thy love? O the lukewarm- 
neſs! O the obſtinacy of my heart! deſtroy 
it, O Lord! and inflame me entirely with 
that heavenly fire, fince all my happineſs 
conſiſts in being conſumed therewith. When 
thou waſt pleaſed to accept, for my ſalvati- 
on, of all the pains which thy father ſhewed 
thee in the moment of thy incarnation, by 


that love, obedience, and perfect reſigna- 


tion, and by the violent ſorrow wherewith 
thy holy humanity was overwhelmed, thou 
acquiredſt the pardon of my ſins, the diſſi pa- 
tion of my darkneſs, the remiſſion of 15 
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nal puniſhments, and the change of tempo- 
ral ones into the merit of grace and glory. 
Thou meritedſt for me faith, hope, charity, 
and all other virtues, the victory over my 
enemies, and a perfect deliverance from all 
my evils; ; thou. didit at firſt fill me with 
bleſſings, and at thy entrance into the world 
thou didſt ſo accompliſh the work for which 
thou cameſt thither, that tho' thou hadſt ſtopt 
there, I ſhould have been more than ſuffi- 
ciently redeemed : why then, O my God ! 
was not that ſufficient for thy love, which 
was ſufficient for my ſalvation? O God of 
love! he who loves thee not, knows thee 
not, and has never e what thou 
haſt done for him. 
VII. We are never wearied with what 
pleaſes us; we deſire it, and love the conti- 
nuance of it. Thus the abundant commu- 
nication of thy bleſſings, and of thyſelf, 
being to thee a moſt agreeable thing, —_— 
wouldſt not return into heaven, nor be ſa- 
tisfied with thoſe firſt ſufferings, which did 
but provoke the hunger wherewith thou 
waſt oppreſſed; thou wouldſt ſatiate it, as 
one may ſay, by thirty three years labours, 
and the death of the croſs. O love! im- 
menſe love! infinite love! let every tongue 
be ſilent, and every underſtanding remain 
in a profound admiration; diffuſe thyſelf 
throughout my ſoul, O holy love! melt its 
ice; ſoften its hardneſs, that thou mayſt no 
longer find therein any reſiſtance to thy di- 
vine 
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vine impreſſions ; inflame, dilate, and forti- 
| fy my heart; and grant that I may love thee 
© without meaſure; for I cannot otherwiſe 
* correſpond to the manner in which thou lov- 
eſt me. What ſhall I ſay, O divine love! 


I conſecrate to thee my life, my ſoul, my 


| powers, my faculties, and whatever I am. 


Diſpoſe of me, and what belongs to me, 


according to thy will, and permit not mine 


ever to depart from it. I deſire nothing but 


E thee alone; give me as great a deſire of be- 
ing thine, as thou haſt of ſuffering for me, 


that I may always love thee, and ever deſire 
to love thee. 


O mother of God, virgin moſt pure, and 


8 diſpenſatrix of graces ! love you that Lord 


for me, who has granted me fo many bleſ- 


Y fngs by you; and fince you know the great- 


neſs of my obligations better than any one, 


| obtain for me the pardon of my paſt ſins, 
| and the grace of ſerving that divine Savi- 


our faithfully for the future. O' celeſtial 


| court! O bleſſed inhabitants of heaven, you. 
{ who are the conqueſt of that God made man 
for the love of men, bleſs him and love him 


for me; and inflame me for ever with that 


bre wherewith you perpetually burn. Amen. 


. 


II. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The nine months which he paſſed in the womb 
| of his bleſſed mather. 


on ſearching out the means of ſuffering 
for us, the leaſt circumſtance of his actions 
ought not to eſcape our notice; and in or- 
der to preſerve an eternal acknowledgment 


thereof, we ought to fix them deeply in our 


mind. His love made him invent a new 
kind of pain, which he alone was capable 
of enduring ; and this was a nine months 
impriſonment in the bowels of his mother: 
he rejected every thing that could mollify 


its rigor, and would let nothing paſs that 


might augment it: for very far from receiv- 
ing any comfort from the divine Nature, 
ſince he had miraculouſly ſuſpended the 
ſweetneſs, which his bleſſed ſoul ought to 
have diffuſed over his body, by virtue of 
the hypoſtatical union, the divinity ſerved 


only to make him ſuffer ſtill the more. The 


bleſſed virgin herſelf, though ſhe was to him 


a true paradiſe of delights, by reaſon of her - | 
perfect purity, did not diminiſh his ſenſe of | 


corporal pain : becauſe thoſe delights, con- 
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taining nothing ſenſible, conſiſted only in 
the bleſſings which our Lord communicated 


to that holy ſoul, and in the mutual love 


{ which united the fon and the mother, but 
after a moſt pure and ſpiritual manner: for 
| the quality. of mother of God did not ex- 
exempt the bleſſed virgin from a human 
| ſtate; and though her pregnancy, which 
| was the work of the Holy Ghoſt, was free 
from many miſeries common to other wo- 
| men; yet ſhe was ſubject to ail thoſe that 


could be compatible with her virginal puri- 


ty, and eminent ſanstity. 
II. The Son of God being willing there- 
fore to become like the children of Adam, 
embraced all their miſeries, ſin only except- 
ed; and there was nothing with regard to 
the humanity, that could ſweeten the in- 
conveniencies of his priſon. As his moſt 
holy conception was God's Work, and not 
man's, it was accompliſhed in an inſtant, 
and his body formed by the operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in the full extent required 
| by human nature for the functions of life; 
but with ſo many perfections, that there ne- 
ver was any one more compleat. The ſoul 
wich was united to it in the fame moment, 
was fo full of grace and wiſdom,: that it 
not only excelled every human and angelic 
creature, but was worthy of being united 
to the divinity, and of becoming the moſt 
perfect inſtrument of the wonders which 
| God deſigned to work for the ſalvation of 
men. 
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men. Chriſt then poſſeſſed that plenitude 


of grace and wiſdom in fo eminent a de- 
oree, that it could not increaſe in him 


with age; and he had no leſs thereof in his” 


mother's womb, than when he aſcended 
into heaven, and fat down at his father's 
right hand : for to grow in wiſdom, had 
been to acquire ſome degree of it, which he 
had not before, and this defect could not 
agree with the dignity of his perſon. Cer- 
tainly if any of us conſiders attentively what 
reluctance we ſhould have, to enter again 
into our motker's womb, with our preſent 
reaſon and knowledge, and how much more 
readily we ſhould chuſe to undergo any o- 
ther kind of pain, we ſhall comprehend 
what Chriſt's was during nine months, who 
had more light and reaſon than all men to- 
gether. 
 Nicedemus was terrified, when our Saviour 
told him, that unleſs a man be born again, he 
cannot jee the kingdom of God, (Fohn iii. 3.) 
For as he groſsly underſtood that ſentence, 
it ſeemed frightful, and even impoſſible for 
a reaſonable man, already old, to return 


17 


into his mother's womb, and be born again. 


Hence it is alſo that St. Auguſtin, in the 
hymn he ſung with St. Ambroſe on the day 
of his baptiſm, makes uſe of this ſtrong 
expreſſion, ſpeaking to Chriſt; O Lord when 


thou tookeſt upon thee to deliver Man, thou 


abhorredſt not a virgin's womb, Now the 
expreſſion of horror, or abhorrence ſhews an 
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averſion accompanied with a reluctancy and 
indignation. Our Saviour however had none 
of theſe to hinder him from ſhutting him- 
ſelf up in that ſtrait and incommodious 
— he bore the trouble of it with the 
ſame love and patience, as he did all the o. 
ther ſufferings of his life, and he remained 
therein as many months, as it is thought 
Adam had ſpent hours in the delights of 
the earthly paradiſe. He would not even 
retrench from thence the forty days in which 
other children have neither life nor ſoul ; but 
he anticipated the time of his own, contrary 
to tae order of nature, that he might the 
ſooner begin to ſuffer, 

III. As Job never gave greater marks of 
his love to God, than when he was reduced, 
from the higheſt pitch of human proſperity, 


to live on a : dunghil ; ſo the ſon of God, 


who could not bear that any one mould 
ſurpaſs him in love, expreſſed his in a par- 


ticular manner, by deſcending from heaven 


into the bowels of a woman, to remain 
therein for ſeveral months. He accommo- 
dated himſelf in this to the opinion of men, 
who believe that the ſureſt proof of friend- 
ſhip, is to ſuffer much for him one loves; 
and that the more unworthy he 1s, the 
more heroical is that friendſhip. He had 
no regard to the ſmallneſs of our merit, but 
only fixed his thoughts on what manner he 
could expreſs much love to us; that men, 
who are naturally ſociable and ſenſible of 
friend- 
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friendſhip, might be touched with his, and 
prefer him to all creatures, This alſo obli- 
ged him to conceal his majeſty, that he 
might be able to abaſe himſelt unto us : for 
as St. Auguſtin ſays, (Serm. 8. de nat. Dom.) 
Love cannet bear majeſtv, becauſe the one re- 


moves, and the other attratts; majeſty takes 
away confidence, and laue eſtabliſhes it; ma- 
jeſty keeps every thing below it within the | 


bounds of reſpect, and love puts thoſe upon a 


level that love one another. Therefore that 


we might have recourſe in our miſeries to 
the divine goodneſs with greater freedom, 


it found out that admirable means of hiding | 


its majeſty ; and it has had ſuch regard to 
our lowneſs, that it ſeems to have ſacrificed 
its own grandeur thereto, 


IV. This clearly ſhows how little God: 


will eſteem thoſe, who have a great deal of 
love for themſelves, God is high, ſays St. 


Auguſtin, (Serm. 2. de Aſcenſ.) if you exalt_ 


yourſelves, he will fly from you; if you hum- 
ble yourſelves, he will deſcend unto you. There- 
fore, although one may ſometimes conceal 
his humility, and the knowledge of one's 
own nothingneſs, before men, on account 
of his employments, poſts, dignity, or for 
ſome other reaſon; yet we mult confeſs, 
that nothing ſhews more fully, how near to, 
or how far from, God one is, than the inte- 
rior ſentiment one has of himſelf in the pre- 


fence of his majeſty. But becauſe it is eaſy to 
be 
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be deceived herein, and a man who thinks he 
has but a ſmall eſteem of himſelf, often nou- 
| riſhes a ſecret pride in the bottom of his ſoul ; 
in order to diſcover this ſnare, we muſt conſi- 
der whether in common life we love what 


humbles us, whether by an interior convic- 


tion of our own meanneſs, and by a true hatred 


of ourſelves, we ſincerely defire contempt 
and the loweſt place, and whether we ſhun 
being preferred through the fear of diſpleaſ- 


ing God ; for then one may be aſſured of 
dhe ſolidity of his diſpoſition; and when 
the glory of God, the good of his neigh- 
2 bour, and the quality of his employment 

| requires it, he may maintain his authority 


betore men, and ſtill be humble before God. 

But if the honour of the world puffs us up, 
if contempt caſts us down, and if confuſion 
oppreſſes us and fills us with ſadneſs and 
diſpleaſure, with indignation and trouble; 
we ought then to lament in the preſence of 
God over our ſtate, beg of him with tears 


the ſpirit of humility, and acknowledge 
| how far we are from the purity of his love, 
ſince true humility is ſo neceſſary a diſpoſi- 
tion to perfect charity; and to be fully per- 
ſuaded, that we cannot obtain the love. of 


God, but by ſuch means as Chriſt made uſe 
of for teſtifying his to us. 


V. We mult not here forget the extreme 


For although he could have built himſelf a 
paradile 


deſire our Saviour had, of being cloſely u- 
nited to thoſe fouls whoin he loved ſo much, 
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paradiſe of delights, as he did for the firſt 
man, and have Teas in it after he had 
cloathed himſelf with our humanity ; he ra- 
ther choſe to conceal himſelf in the holy ſa- 
crament of the euchariſt, that he might be- 
come our nouriſhment, and unite himſelf to 
* our hearts in the moſt dunner that 
could be imagined, | 


He thereby accompliſhed in an admirable 


ſenſe theſe words of the apoſtle St. Paul, 
(Rom. v. 20.) where fin abounded, grace did 
abound more; tor grace now reigns where 
fin did reign, and Chriſt dwells in thoſe 
hearts which fin had become maſter of. Man 
was created, not to be miſerable, but to be 
happy ; ; and for that reaſon God gave him | 
a paradiſe to abide in. But though man loſt 
that place of delights through his fin, God 
did not change his reſolution with reſpect to 
him; he gave him a new paradiſe in giving 
him the lamb of God, who is, as St. John 
ſays, (Rev. xxi. 23.) the lamp of the boly 
city, and the happineſs of the heavenly coun- 
try. Lis he who is the ſource of all thoſe 
good things wherewith that happy abode is 
filled, and he makes a paradiſe wherever he is; 
he was pleaſed alſo to make himſelf one of | 
our hearts, by the love he bore us, that thoſe 
who love him may poſſeſs him, and find in 
his poſſeſlion a continual paradiſe by penance 
and love, if they happen to loſe him by ſin. 


In this paradiſe we are fed with the fruit of 
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life, warmed with the fire of divine love, 


and honoured with heavenly viſits. 


Whoever therefore ſhall behold, with en- 


lightened eyes and a pure heart, the inven- 


tions of the divine love, may very well ſay 
with David, (Pſalm Ixxxiii. 2.) My heart 


and my fleſh have rejoiced in the living God, 
My fleſh, becauſe it ſees itſclf, not only u- 
| nited to the divine word, but alſo deſtined 

to receive him within its bowels; and my 


heart, becauſe it finds itſelf capable of poſ- 


ſeſſing him on earth, who is the delight of 
| heaven, with a ſweet confidence of poſſeſ- 
ling him allo for all eternity. 
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CONTEMPLATION. 


On Chriſt's having paſſed nine months in 168 


womb of his v1ic{jea mother. 
H O ſhall ever be able, 0 my God! 
to comprehend the deſigns of thy 


eternal wiſdom ? I adore thee to the utmoſt 
of my power; and I wiſh I could do it e- 


qual to the deſerts of thoſe wonderful works 


which thy infinite Jove cauſed thee to per- 
form for my ſalvation. 1 deſire to love thee 
with my whole heart, to ſerve thee with all 
my ſtrength, and to be wholly thine. But 
what 1 offer thee is nothing in compariſon 


to thoſe infinite mercies, which thou haſt 


firſt 
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firſt beſtowed on me. Thou comeſt, O ſon 
of the living God! from the boſom of thy 
father, where thou art the eternal word, 
God of God, equal to him in divinity, 1n 
majeſty, in power, in greatneſs, in wiſdom, 


in glory, and in eternity of happineſs. Thou 
comeſt to clothe thyſelf with our nature, 


and thou abhorreſt not to remain nine | 
months in the womb of a woman, who, 
though moſt agreeable to thy eyes by the 
ſanctity of her ſoul, was not free from thoſe 
corporal miſeries common to other women. 
But here is ſtill, O my God! leſs reaſon to 
be ſeized with aſtoniſhment, than to adore 
and love the immenſe riches of that divine 
goodneſs, which reduced thee to ſuch a pro- 
found humiliation for my ſake. Thou waſt 
very glad, O my Lord and my God! to 


ſuffer what others ſuffer not. Tis thy mer- 


cy which proportions all our croſſes. So 
thou waſt a father full of goodneſs and meek- 


neſs towards us, and thou hadſt ſeverity on- 


ly' towards thyſelf. Thou art the only one 
among all men who haſt ſuffered the miſery 
of ſo troubleſome a priſon, .and thou ſuffer- 
edſt it with as much knowledge and wiſdom RF 
as thou art poſſeſſed of at preſent. Mayſt 
thou be eternally bleſſed and glorified for 
ſo great a mercy. | 

II. Thou muſt needs have loved ſufferings 


well, O my Saviour! ſince thou inventeſt 


new ones, which thou alone art capable of 
enduring. Thou wilt ſurpaſs all men in all 
| | things, 


n 
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chings, in loving without bounds, in hum- 
bling thyſelf beyond meaſure, in ſuffering 
without ſparing thyſelf, and in ſnewing my 
ſoul that it ought to have no other friend, 
no other father, and no other refuge but 
thee. Whence comes it then, O my God! 
that I love not thee with my whole heart? 
What can I do for thee that is not infinite- 
ly below what I owe thee ? Thou keepeſt 
no bounds in thy ſufferings, becauſe thy love 
is the meaſure of them. But thou obſerv- 
eſt not the ſame method in thoſe thou ſend- 
eſt me; and thy goodneſs always proporti- 
ons them to my weakneſs. Notwithſtand- 
ing, O my God! I complain thereof, I re- 
fuſe the cup which thou preſenteſt me, and 
I remove it as far from me as poſſible, O 
divine Jeſus! O eternal beauty ! how little 
do I love thee, and how much ought I to 
love thee | Change into ſtrength and a de- 
fire of ſuffering for thee, the weakneſs and 
cowardice of my fleſh; teach me to hate 
itz and ſince thou perſecutedſt it in thyſelf 


even unto the death of the croſs, deſtro 
in me the love I have for that fleſh of fin 


which» ruins me; and render it, O Lord! 
as ſubject as it ought to be to the motions 
of thy ſpirit. | 
HI. But why gaveſt thou, O my Saviour! 
thou who art the glory of heaven, and the 


Joy of the bleſſed, to our firſt father at his 


creation, a place of delights, exempt from 
all thoſe miſeries which we ſuffer? And 
Vol. I. 1 why 
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why didſt thou chuſe for thyſelf, who art 
our reſtorer and true father, only a place 
full of inconveniencies and miſeries? O in- 
finite wiſdom ! O the phyſician and remedy 
of my wounds! how clearly haſt thou 
ſhewn in the creation of the firſt man, that 
thou takeſt no pleaſure in ſeeing us ſuffer; 
and that thy deſign was that we ſhould be 
happy, without labour, or forrow, and 
brought up like princes in a paradiſe of de- 
lights, in order to paſs from thence to the 
poſſeſſion of the eternal kingdom. But the 
weakneſs of our nature could not bear ſo 
.great a happineſs, without forgetting itſelf; 
and ſince Adam loſt it in the midit of plea- 
_ ſures, his children muſt endeavour to reco- 
ver it by ſufferings. 
Tiis therefore out of neceſſity and the 
deſire of ſaving us, that thou haſt put us 
into this ſchool of labours and tears, that 
we may learn therein the humility and obe- 
dience which we owe thee: and to expreſs 
thy love to us, thou comeſt thyſelf to ſeek 
us in our wanderings, to comfort us in our 
ſufferings, and to ſhare them with us. But 
this diviſion thou makeſt is unequal: for it 
I receive one ſtroke from thy paternal hand, 
thou receiveſt a thouſand for me; and if 
thou layeſt any burthen upon me, thou 
beareſt me and it upon thy ſhoulders. So 
that-thy happineſs and delight ſeems to be 
in comforting me, in inſtructing, healing, 
| It and 


— — 1 — " = — 

a, — a, — — — III « 
—— - _ 5 345. >» —— — of — nary — — IT 
5 - — — — — — 

a * — 


— INES 
- — — * 


'' 
if 
{F 
2 
BH 
: 
8 


— K ——. ... 
oo A 


TS I nn ES i pes. — 


— . —ůͤ— — 2 —— 2 
——— — — — 
— 1 8 —— — 
* 
— 


| ruins of my interior man. 


Contemplation on II. ſuffering. 73 
and accompanying me, and in enriching 


me with thy bleſſings. 


IV. O infinite mercy! I bluſh with con- 
fuſion in thy preſence, when I conſider my- 
ſelf, and compare myſelf with thee ! Un- 
happy child of Adam, I am baniſhed out of 
paradiſe, and I feek a new one upon earth, 
although it be an abode of tears and miſe- 


ries. I am attached to earthly things, ſo 


as to ruin myſelf on their account; they 
carry away my thoughts, ſenſes, and de- 
fires, as if they were true and eternal goods; 

in order to poſſeſs them I throw myſelf 
headlong into death, and I abandon thee, 
O thou life of my ſoul ! Thou wouldſt not 

aſs one ſingle moment without ſuffering, 

and I would Ipend my whole life in plea- 
ſure and delight. I make myſelf gods of 
thy creatures, by ſacrificing a heart to them 
which I owe only to thee alone, but which I 
am miſerable enoughto refuſe thee; the exceſs 


of my folly goes even ſo far as to make 


me love thy enemies, and render mylelt ſo 
much a ſlave to ſin, as to commit it every 

day againſt thee. O unhappy hours! O 
time employed in iniquity and abominati- 


on! Thou knoweſt them, O Lord! and I 


bluſh to mention them. However I will 


confeſs them before thee in the bitterneſs 


of my ſoul. Blot them out, O my God! 
by thy mercy ; pluck from my heart the 
love of ſin and the world; nd repair the 
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V. O that I had never offended thee! 
Grant me the grace that all worldly plea- 
ſures may be changed with regard to me 
into gall and vinegar ; that my whole de- 
light may be in being humbled and in ſuf- 
fering with thee, G my amiable Jeſus 


that I may no longer have a reliſh of any 


thing but thee, and that I may be ſenſible 
only of thy love. How like art thou in 
all things to thyſelf, O thou venerable 


friend of my foul! Always the moſt beauti- 


ful amongſt the children of men; beautiful in 
the beginning, in the continuation, and in 
che end of thy life, always thyſelf; ever 
rich in mercy and love. At thy entrance 
into the world thou refuſedſt not to lodge 
in human bowels, that J might believe thee, 
when thou telleſt me 1 ſhall poſſeſs thee 
within niine. *Tis to acquaint me there- 
with that thou incloſeſt thyſelf in thoſe of 
thy bleſſed mother, and to perſuade me 
before-hand of the deſire thou haſt to be- 
come our nouriſhment and very ſubſtance. 
What! O my God! It is not enough for 
thee to ſeek human bowels, whilſt thou liv- 
eſt among men; thou wilt alio dwell in them 
when thou art glorious j in heaven. Is it poſ- 
{ble that thou houldſt vouchſafe to remain 
with me, to enter into my body, and much 
more ſtill into the interior of my ſoul? O 
how true it is, O Lord! that by delights are 
to be with the chilaren of men! (Prov. viii. 
31.) What findeſt thou in me to * thee 
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defire ſo earneſtly to be. with me? Thou 
brngeſ thy riches with thee ; what more 

thou find in a poor creature who is 
nothing but miſery and fin, that thou art 


not content with being alone, but deſireſt 


to live with it? Thou art thyſelf a para- 
diſe of infinite delights? What advantage 
doſt thou pretend to \ find i in my indigence ? 
And how can it be that I ſhould become, 
2s one may ſay, the paradiſe of him who 
is the eternal felicity of the bleſſed! Why 
have I not, OLord! a ſufficiency of thy light 
to comprehend thy wonders, and enough of 
thy love to ſeek thee without intermiſſion ? 


Ah! I plainly ſee why thou deſireſt to be 


with me; tis becauſe thou art the center 


of my happineſs; and being in thee, I ſhall 


be in a delicious paradiſe, where I ſhall 
taſte the true fruit of lite, wildom, and 
love, by the communication thou wilt make 
to my ſoul of thyſelf, of thy riches, and of 
the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs. 

VI. Grant me the grace, O my God and 
ſovereign good! to find more joy in thee 
than in all creatures; more than in health 
and beauty; more than in glory and ho- 


nour; more than in power and riches; 


more than in knowledge and friendſhip; 
more than in reputation and praiſes; and 
more in fine than in all things thou canſt give 
me, whether viſible or inviſible : for thou 
art infinitely more amiable than all thy bleſ- 


ings ; thou alone art moſt high, moſt pow- 


3 l 
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erful, moſt beautiful, and moſt noble. 
Thou art a true paradiſe, and paradiſe with- 
out thee would be a real baniſhment. My 
heart can find a perfect peace in nothing but 
in thee alone. Thou knoweſt it, O Lord! 
and therefore thou haſt invented ſuch admi- 
rable means of abiding in me, that I might 
abide in thee ; thou ſeekeſt me when I forget 
thee; thou comeſt to me when I fly from 
thee; and thou threatneſt me with death 
when I depart from thee. O Jeſus moſt 
pure ſpouſe of my ſoul! when ſhall I be 
delivered from myſelf, that I may dwell in 
thee? When will the happy moment come, 
when wholly taken up with thy perfections, 
I ſhall taſte how ſweet thou art? When ſhall 
I give myſelf entirely to thee, that being 
wholly poſſeſt with thy love, I may no lon- 
ger feel any thing of myſelf ? How many 
things are there ſtill wherewith I am con- 
cerned, which remove me from thee, which 
diſturb me, afflict me, and occaſion me a 
thouſand obſcurities and diſtractions, which 
deject me towards creatures, and hinder me 
from entering into, and poſſeſſing, thee ? 
Behold me in thy preſence, O Jeſus! who 
art the ſplendor of glory, and the conſola- 
tion of my pilgrimage; but I know not 
what to ſay to thee, the voice of my po- 
verty will plead better for me than my own, 

and the abyſs of my miſeries will bring in- 
to my heart the abyſs of thy mercies. Hear 
that voice, O my God! and make haſte 

| O 


/ 
t 
! 


w (0 Aw wr A 1) 


41 I 4 UN mow v 


o—— — 


ww * > 


Contemplation on II. ſuffering. 70 
to come to thy poor and unworthy ſervant, 
that thou mayſt comfort him by thy pre- 


ſence ; thou art my joy, and without thee- 


] cannot be content; I am miſerable and 
full of blindneſs and ſin, and I ſhall be al- 
ways ſo till thou haſt diſcovered thy coun- 
tenance to me, and til} I am delivered there- 
by from myſelf. Let others ſeek what they 


will: for my part nothing pleaſe, nor fa- 


tisfies me but thee alone, O thou love of 
my ſoul! Come then, and ſince thou de- 
fireſt to be with me, behold me here ready 


to receive thee : open my heart, O amiable 


Jeſus ! ſay to it theſe words of life, J am 
thy ſalvation, and kindle it at the ſame time 


with the fire of thy love, (P/alm xxxiv. 3.) 


O moſt holy mother of God! virgin 
moſt pure! who deſerved to contain that 
heavenly treaſure for the ſpace of nine 
months; you did not poſſeſs it for your- 
ſelf alone; you kept it, you nouriſhed it, 


| and it was entruſted to you for me ; let me 


then have a ſhare of it, O mother of mer- 
cy! Give me that ſame Lord, and may I 
loſe every thing that ſeparates me from him 
and his love; ſince he vouchſafes to abide 
in us, and abhors nothing but ſin, obtain 
for me that purity which may render me 
capable of poſſeſſing him. And ye bleſ- 
ſed ſpirits! over whom that amiable Saviour 
reigns at” preſent without control, drop 


down upon- me a ſpark of that love where- 
D 4. with. 
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with you are inflamed, that it may burn in 
my ſoul, till I ſhare with you that happineſs 
which you enjoy. Amen. 


90 aaa Mcd ck N 
eds C05 


I. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The violence he did his love, by retaining it 
nine months without action. 


FAHRIST ſuffered alſo another pain in 
S the womb of his moſt bleſſed mothers, 
which is a natural conſequence of that zeal 
wherewith our Saviour was conſumed for 
his father's glory. This pain was the ex- 
treme violence he then did his love, by de- 
laying to labour in the work for which he 
came. Love is of the nature of fire; it is 
the moſt lively of all the motions of the 
heart, as fire is the moſt active of all the 
elements; and God is called in the holy 
ſcripture, à conſuming fire, (Deut. iv. 24.) 


becauſe of the ſurpriſing works of his 


love, which would appear unworthy of 
his majeſty, if they did not proceed from 
an infinite goodneſs: for all thoſe names 
which ſhew his power and greatneſs, as that 
of ſtrong, invincible, omnipotent, violent, in- 
| flamed, and transforming, perfectly agree 
with the divine love, and expreſs the pro- 


perty 
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perty of that eternal fire, which is the prin- 
ciple of thoſe wonders which God per- 
forms; and as fire never makes its activity 
more ſenſible, than when it falls upon a 
well prepared matter, ſo that force with 
which love inflames the heart of God is in- 
comprehenſible to every created under- 
ſtanding. It was with that fire that the in- 
carnate word burnt in the womb of his blei- 
ſed mother, in waiting the courſe of nature 
for his coming into the world, to inſtruct 
us in his heavenly doctrine, to ſuffer the 
puniſhments which we had deſerved, and to 
pour torrents of graces upon us. He was 
urged. at the ſame time with a deſire of ac- 
compliſhing his work, and conſtrained to 
remain hidden and unknown, not only for 
| ſeveral months, but for many years, till 
the moment appointed in. the eternal coun- 
fel. | 7 

II. Therefore that love finding no iſſue, 
and being violently detained by Chriſt, it 
acted upon his heart, devoured and conſu- 
med it. hope that's delayed offiits the 
foul, according to the expreſſion of the holy 
{cripture, (Prov. xiii. 12.) and if the more 
a thing is deſired and eſteemed, the more 
ſenfible is the delay of it, what was then 
the pain of that bleſſed: ſoul; in ſeeing itſelf 
obliged to wait for the increaſe of its body 
to accompliſh its work, that is to ſay, for 
heaping bleſſings upon us, and for. being 
oppreſſed with all thoſe evils which it had 
85 | 5 0 2 OOO. 
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reſolved to undergo. St. Auguſtin affirms, 
(Ep. 144.) that if God were capable of 
any pain, it would be of that of love; for, 
as he is full of love, or rather all love, no- 
thing could afflict him but the not being 
loved, and the ſeeing that what he had 
done and ſuffered for men, would be un- 
profitable to them: but what he could not 
ſuffer in his divine nature, he ſuffered in 
that which he united to himſelf; he was 
willing in the firſt moment of that union to 
ſhew us the greatneſs of his love; but the 
time he was obliged to paſs in his mother's 
womb, not permitting him, that delay gave 
bim an extreme pain. 

He took upon him our humanity, as the 

propereſt inſtrument for betokening an in- 
finite love, and he was obliged to. ſtop its 
motions from a neceſſity of waiting. This. 
truth clearly appeared when his love had the 
power of acting; after what manner did he 
treat his ſacred humanity? What artifices 
found he not out in order to make it ſuffer ? 
Nature uſed all its endeavours to moderate 
the exceſs of that love; but our Saviour 
ſeeing that his humanity could not ſuffer ſo 
much as he defired, he invented, before his 
death, the means of becoming our nouriſh- 
ment; that making one and the ſame body 
With us, he might in the following ages, 
even to the Ki. of the world, be capable 


of doing and ſuffering in us, what he could 
not da nor ſuffer in himſelf. He was wil- 
| ling 
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ling alſo that after his death his ſide ſnould 
be opened, as well to ſatisfy his love, as 
to declare to the whole world, that by aſ- 
cending into heaven with that wound and 
thoſe of his hands and feet, theſe divine 
ſources ſhould be eternally open for us. 

III. Two things may lerve to illuſtrate 
what we have been ſaying concerning the 
love of Chriſt to men; the love which the 
ſaints bear to God, and that which world- 
lings have for creatures. The love of the 
ſaints is a ſpark of that eternal fire which 
burns in the heart of God, and wherewith 


our Lord was inflamed: it alſo produces 


commonly in the faints ſuch effects as it 
produced in Chrift. It torments them with- 
out intermiſſion, and makes them lead a 
life full of ſorrows : they ſuffer becauſe they 
do-not behold him whom they love, and be- 
cauſe they are unable in their baniſhment, 
being oppreſſed with the weight of the fleſh, 
to accompliſh all that God requires of them. 
Hence it comes that they often loſe the re- 
liſh of ſenſible objects, ſpend whole nights 
without ſleep, and that the moſt innocent 
diverſion, and even eating itſelf, becomes 
painful to them; becauſe the divine lobe 
which urges them, ſpreads bitterneſs over 
every thing elſe, and permits them not to be 
employed with any thing but him. What- 
ever they do appears nothing to them; they 
burn with the deſire of being entirely con- 


ſumed with that facred fire; and the ſoul. 
| D 6 over- 
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overburthened by the weight of the body, 
being unable to follow the attraction of the 
ſpirit, they ſpend their lives in continual 
pain. *Tis for this reaſon that. thoſe who 
arrive at this ſtate, are commonly infirm, 
and of a weakly health: what they ſuffer 
interiorly is ſtill much more; but this is 
not the place to ſpeak of it, and every one 
is not capable x comprehending it: none 
but thoſe who. have experienced it, know 
what pure love occaſions that ſoul to ſuffer 
which it. poſſeſſes; how difficult is it to ex- 
preſs with words that ſweetneſs and peace, 
always mingled with ſorrow and torment ; 
and how much more patience in fine is ne- 
ceſſary at that time to ſupport the weight 
and trouble of life, than to endure the evils 
of this world. It was in this ſenſe that the 
apoſtle thought himſelf ſo unhappy, 3 ; 
vii.) becauſe the weight of his body 
mitted him not to follow the motion o the 
ſpirit ; and it was for this reaſon that find- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt lived in bim, he looked 
upon death as the beginning of his happi- 
neſs : (Phil. i. 21.) and that David com- 
forted his afflicted ſoul, by making it hope 
that one day it ſhould be wholly employed 
in the praifes of God; and that his tears 
were his food day and night, becauſe he be- 
held not his God. (Pſalm xli. 4.) The holy 
prophet. ſufficiently gave to underſtand 
herby, that the interior tor ment of his | 
love 
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love far ſurpaſſed whatever he ſuffered ex- 
teriorly. | 

IV. Now if: one ſingle ſpark of the di- 
vine love, which was confined within the 
narrow bounds of this mortal life, occa- 
fioned the ſaints ſo much pain, that their 
exile ſeemed inſupportable to them; what 
muſt Chriſt's pain have been, who poſſeſſed 
the plenitude of that love, when he ſaw 
himfelf obliged to-wait fo long till the time 
of labouring for the glory of his father; 
and the ſalvation of mankind ? _ 

There are few but who know the tranſ- 
ports of profane love, and the violence 
with which it moves towards its object; 
hence ariſes grief for b-ing ſeparated from 
it, eagerneſs of ſeeing it, joy in poſſeſſing 
it, fear of loſing it, and ſorrow: for hav- 
ing loſt it: ſuch love conſiders not the na- 
ture of its object, whether it be good or 
bad; and it purſues it with ſuch earneſt- 
neſs, that it eſteems as nothing the trouble 
it takes in gaining it. Every thing that 
oppoſes its deſires, how juſt ſoever it may 
be, appears unjuſt and hateful to it; on 
the contrary it approves, purſues, and em- 
braces, without diſtinction, whatever ſerves 
to ſatisfy them: it tries all things, under- 
takes every thing, and nothing is difficult 
to it but the privation of what it loves. A 
man in this condition becomes inſenſible; 
blind, obſtinate, incapable of any good 
counſel, and follows ſuch a conduct as he 


himſelf. 


* 
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himſelf would condemn, if he were leſs 
prepoſſeſſed with his paſſion. This appears 
ſtill more clearly in thoſe, who being touch- 
ed with any motion of grace, endeavour to 
break their chains, and to rid themſelves of 
the creature, in order to return to God: for 
we ſee then with what obſtinacy and blind- 
neſs a heart, plunged into thoſe earthly 
affections, reſiſts right reaſon, the truth, 
and God. 

I omit many other reflections which ex- 
perience daily furniſhes us with, and only 
mention that the pains of this life proceed 
commonly but from the diſpoſitions of our 
heart, which delires too earneſtly what it 
cannot poſſeſs, or finds not its reſt in what 
it poſſeſſes, after having fo much deſired 
it ; becauſe the heart of man being greater 
than the goods it loves, it can never be fil- 
led therewith : agitated therefore inceſſant- 
ly by its own deſires, it ſuffers the juſt pu- 
niſhment which God has eſtabliſhed for 
thoſe who love him not. For thou haſt jo 
ordained, O Lord] ſays St. Auguſtin, and it 
always happens, that every irregular mind | 
becomes its own puniſhment. 

Now if earthly love, which far from be- 
ing a participation of the divine, is but at 
| moſt a rough image of it, or like a paint- 
ed fire in compariſon of a real one; if 
this love, I ſay, has ſo much power over 
men, what muſt not that holy love have 

© done, 
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done, which was violently retained in the 


heart of Chriſt ? 


V. But when a chriſtian comes to caſt his 


eyes upon thoſe two different loves, what 


ground has he not for being confounded ?- 
For if he compares his own. with that of 


| Chriſt, he will find himſelf, as St. Auguſ- 
| tin ſays, ſpeaking of his own wanderings, 


in a vaſt region of diſſimilarity; becauſe 
the excellence and dignity of the foul con- 
fiſting in bearing the image of its creator, 
when it forſakes, as another prodigal child, 
the happy region of the divine reſemblance, 
it can go no whither but into a far country, 
where it will be overwhelmed with miſe 

and confuſion, and find nothing that ap- 
proaches to the purity of its creator. Now 
if man. cannot comprehend what the extent 
of Chriſt's love was, he will ſee at leaſt 


that he is very remote from it; he will feel 


by the baſeneſs of his affections, and the 
diſpleaſure they give him, that he loves 
only himſelf; and he will be aſhamed that 
he does nothing for him to whom he owes 


all he is, all he has, and all he hopes for. 


— — 


a 
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 ICONTEMPLATTON 


On the violence Chriſt did his love, by re- 
taining it nine months without action. 


WHO canſt not remain without acti- 
on, O celeftial fire! O divine love! 
and when thou ſeemeſt to do nothing out- 
wardly, 'tis then thou makeſt the greateit 
havoc within. "Thou art a. God of love, O 
amiable Jeſus! thou art a pure fire, and 
thou haſt need of nothing but thy own love 
for tormenting thyſelf. To what extremity 
doſt thou reduce it, by keeping it thus 
confined in ſuch a ſmall compaſs? What 
violence doſt thou not do it ? One has al- 
ways a lively feeling of what one ardently 
defires; thou burneſt with the defire of 
heaping bleſſings upon me, of waſhing, me 
in thy blood, of ſuffering and dying for 
me, and of being wholly ſacrificed for my 
love and ſalvation; and the delay of thy 
ſacrifice makes thee ſigh, and conſumes thee | 

interiorly. — = 
Thou deſireſt to appear in the world, and 
thou art conſtrained to live hidden therein : 
thou deſireſt to declare thy holy truths, and 
thou art obliged to. Keep ſilence ; thou de 
fireſt to call ſinners, to heal the ſick, to fill 
the world with thy miracles and graces, to 
ting ſuffer 
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fuffer in fine and die for men, and thou art 
compelled to remain unknown among them. 
Thou obeyeſt thy eternal father out of love: 
but obeying thou deſireſt, and defiring thou 


| expecteſt painfully the courſe of nature: 


thou art not in a condition of ſuffering thoſe 
immenſe labours to which thou art deſtin- 
ed; but thou ſuffereſt the delay of them : _ 
this 15 a torment for thee which the world 
is unacquainted with; there's only he who 
loves thee, O my God! that can compre- 


hend it. 


II. If thy ſervants, when thou giveſt 
them a ſmall taſte of the purity of thy love, 


are touched in ſo lively a manner with the 
| blindneſs of the world, the continuance of 


their baniſhment, the zeal of thy glory, 
and the ſalvation of their brethren; if the 
incapacity of accompliſhing whatever thy 
love, and the deſire of pleaſing thee, in- 
ſpires them with, be to them a continual 
martyrdom ; if a ſingle ſpark of that fire, 


| which proceeds from thee, and falls upon 


them, conſumes them, what a conflagra- 
tion muſt there not be produced in thee 
by thy defire, expectation, and delay, with 


the whole plenitude of pure love ? 


But, O Lord ! haſt thou not wherewith 


to employ thy love? canſt thou not aſſuage 


thy torment ? Behold here a poor creature 
at thy feet, full of confuſion and fin, who, 
expects no remedy but from thy goodneſs. 
alone. Caſt upon his interior miſery the 

| - "EYES 
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eyes of thy infinite mercy, and heal the 
mortal wounds wherewith it is covered. 
HI. How remote am I from thee, O my 
God! and how oppoſite is my conduct to 
thine! What thy love performs in thee in 
order to bring thee to me, terreſtial love 
does the ſame in me to ſeparate me from 
thee. I run with an inſatiate thirſt after 
the goods of this world; J am afflicted 
when I poſſeſs them not, or when they are 
not ſuch as I with them. I expect them 
impatiently, ſeek them eagerly, enjoy them 
with diſquiet, and loſe them with grief; 
and they juſtly cauſe me all theſe pains, 
fince they ſeparate me from thee, who art 
my only repoſe and ſovereign happineſs. 
Miſerable wretch that I am! tho' I know 
the vanity of theſe amuſements, yet I know 
not, O my God! either what I am, or what 
thou art; otherwiſe I ſhould die with grief 
for having eſteemed thee leſs than the world, 
and for having forſaken thee for a moment's 

pleaſure. | 
How much am I obliged to ſing thy 
mercies eternally : for, alas! where ſhould 
T be without thee ? What would become of 
me, O divine goodneſs !' if thou wert not 
infinite? Could a limited patience ever 
have borne with me? How many times, 
O my God! when thou enteredſt into my 
ſoul with a deſire of abiding in it, and en- 
riching it with thy gifts, have I baniſhed 
thee from thence without ſhame to myſelf, 
| Or 
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or reſpect to thee, that I might make my 
irregular affections reign therein in thy 
ftead. Thou faweſt afterwards how far 
they carried me aſtray. Thou calledſt me 
back, I returned; and I have found in thee 
a father full of affection, a friend full of 
goodneſs, and a heart ready to forget my 
wanderings. Thou receivedſt me, thou 
madeſt me a favourable welcome, thou in- 
ſpiredſt me with wholſome counſels, and 
thou filledſt my whole ſoul with joy at thy 
return; and after that I have ſtill the obdu- 
racy and ingratitude not to reſign myſelf 
entirely to thy love; I even return to my 
former affections, I remove thee from me 
by new fins, and I rather chuſe to offend | 
thee than to poſſeſs thee. 

IV. Is it poſſible that I am ſtill living, O 
my God! and how can I think on all theſe 
things, and confeſs them before thee, will. | 
out dying with grief? O infinite mercy ! 
O immenſe goodneſs! O eternal ſweetneſs! 
How great reaſon hadſt thou to baniſh me 
from thee for ever, to caſt me head-long 
into hell, and to deliver me up to the rage 
of devils? And yet thou wouldſt not do 
it; thou beareſt with me, thou expecteſt 
me, thou even ſuffereſt me to deſpiſe thee, 
and thou ſtill offereſt me thy hand. O thou 
life of my ſoul! in what a condition am I 
when I abandon thee? I am void of life, 
void of ſtrength, void of light, and void 
of ove, a flave to fin and the devil. This 

| 18 
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1s ſaying too little : I am without thee, who 
art my God! my all, my ſovereign good, 
and my only hope ; and this compleats my 
miſery. 

How unhappy am T! will not the time 
of this pilgrimage have an end? and ſhall 
'T never ſee myſelf out of the danger of 
lofing thee ? Pardon me, O Lord; pardon 
me, divine Jeſus; pardon me, O lamb of 
God! what diſpleaſes thee in me: grant 
that I may be contrite with ſorrow at the 
fight of my ſins: I caſt them all, and my- 
ſelf with them, into that fire Hach burns 
in thee; heal me, O Lord! purify me, 
transform me into thee, and accompliſh the 
5 80 deſigns which thou haſt upon my 
+ | Od 

V. When ſhall I ſee myſelf poſſeſſed 
with thy Iove in ſuch a manner, that I may 
truly ſay thou art my God, my love, my 
Lord, my all, and I am wholly thine ? 
When ſhall 1 deſpiſe all the things of this 
world, ſo far as to deſire nothing but thee. 
alone? When ſhall I be fo ſufficiently weary 
of this life, as to hate it equally to the love 
I have borne it? I burn at preſent with the 
deſire of loving and poſſeſſing thee, O thou 
life of my ſoul ! grant that this fire may 
always continue, and that the ſufferings, 
with which it ſhall pleaſe thee to try me, 
may never extinguiſh it. What wilt thou 
have me to do, O my ſweet love? May e- 
very thing I have hitherto loved be turned 

; againſt 
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| againſt me, that I may be obliged to turn 
to thee. I am reſolved to break with all 
creatures, and to be at peace only with thee 
alone. I renounce all things for love of 
| thee; I defire nothing but thee; I give my- 
ſelf to thee, and I reſign myſelf entirely 
into thy hands. Make me ſuffer what thou 
pleaſeſt: the ſevereſt croſs ſnall be ſweet to 
me, provided I be faſtened to it with thy 
love. 

Teach me, O Lord! to bear the weight 
of my fleſh in ſuch a manner, that I may 
never offend, nor loſe, thee. Teach me to 
ſuffer much for thee; and to eſteem thee in- 
finitely above every thing that is leſs than 
thee. Let me account nothing for the fu- 
ture as a loſs but that of thy grace, and as 
a gain but that of thy love. May I hate 
every thing that removes me from thee, and 
love every thing that brings me to thee. 
Thou art my only love, and the ſole aim of 
my life, of my deſires, and of my actions. 
May I feek thee, ſigh after thee, and be u- 
nited to thee; may every thing that is not 
thee become infupportable to me, may my 
| thoughts and ſentiments be terminated in 
thee alone, and may I find no joy but in 
ſuffering for thee, and in doing thy will. 

Forget, O Lord! the ſins I have com- 
mitted, and regard the deſires thou inſpireſt 
me with. Thou knoweſt better than any 
one, what torment is cauſed by the expec- 
tation of a — that is ardently deſired; 

make 
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make haſte then, O amiable Jeſus ! to come 
to me, and unite me to thee : for 1 am vi- 
olently oppreſſed with the deſire of poſſeſ- 
ſing thee. Come, Lord, diſpel the dark- 
neſs of my ſoul by thy preſence, and grant 
that its greateſt pain may be to expect thy 


coming. O holy love! when wilt thou ac- 


compliſh thy work in me? Muſt thou be 
wholly employed in tormenting that inno- 
cent lamb ? Wilt thou not alſo undertake 


to ſubdue and tame this ravenous wolf which 
IT preſent to thee? and ſhall I never - ſee 


myſelf wholly changed into, and poſſeſſed 
with thee. - 
VI. Is there any reaſon to wonder that J 


ſhould deſire thee ſo earneſtly, O thou God 


of my ſoul! Alas! I am miſerable without 
thee; and thou findeſt no advantage with 
me, but the pleaſure of loving me and 
heaping thy bleſſings upon me : for altho' 
thou remaineſt in obſcurity and filence, tho 
thou ſufferedſt not ſo much as thou deſiredſt 
during the firſt nine months of thy life, yet 
thou didſt not ſpend them in idleneſs. Thou 
employedſt all that time in feeling my evils, | 
in offering thyſelf to thy father to be my 


remedy, in obtaining me the pardon of my 


ſins, and in meriting for me an infinite 
number of graces. I was preſent to thee at 


that time, thou lovedſt me, and thy love 


called me already to thy union and ſe: vice. 
The corporal nouriſhment and increaſe 


thou waſt pleaſed to take, and every drop 
| of 
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of blood which was formed in thy body, 
were offered to thy eternal father for me. In 
every moment of thy life, thy love was re- 
newed, and produced in thee treſh deſires of 
ſuffering for my ſalvation. 

What couldſt thou have done more for 
me, O my Saviour! though I had been thy 
laſt end, as thou art mine ? I adore that in- 
finite love, ſo general and ſo particular 


at the ſame time, ſo antient and ſo new, 


ſo conſtant and ſo frequently renewed : I 
have not words to expreſs what J feel, 
and I can only admire and be ſilent. 

VII. What, O Lord! wilt thou come 
to me ! wilt thou be ſacrificed for me? per- 
mit me to aſk thee whether thou conſider- 


eſt what thou art, and what I am: art thou 


not blinded through the excels of thy love? 
"Tis me then whom thou loveſt and ſeek- 
eſt, O unlimited goodneſs! O boundleſs 
love! Come, O Lord! perform in me what 
thou performeſt in thyſelf; and ſince love 
is the ſole rule of thy conduct, let it be al- 
ſo that of mine. Canſt thou be any thing 
indebted to me for the weak deſire I have 


ol loving thee tenderly, and of living only 
for thee? Alas! what I can do is nothing 
in regard of what ] owe thee. I cannot be 


the firſt in loving; let me be at leaſt the 
ſecond, and let me correſpond, by the ſmall 
love which I am capable of, to the infinite 
love thou haſt for me. But I can do no- 


thing 
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thing without thee, O divine love]! and 
the very deſire which I feel is thy work. 

Remove from-me, O Lord ! eyery thing 
that can remove me from thee ; break down 
that wall which ſeparates me from thee; and 
may that love which made thee deſcend un- 
to me, make thee alſo deſtroy in me what- 
ever is diſpleaſing to thee. Regulate my 
defires, my hope, my ſtrength, my whole 
ſoul, my whole body, and all my actions, 
according to thy holy will. Thou alone 
knoweſt me perfectly, thou alone ſeeſt the 
extent of my miſery, as thou art its only 
remedy. Behold me here in thy preſence, 
O my God! thou knoweſt what I deſire, 
with what earneſtneſs, or tepidity, I deſire 
it; what I owe thee, and the need I have 
of thy love. Grant me what thou knoweſt 
to be neceſſary for me, and prepare me to 
receive what thou alone canſt give me. I am 
thine, O my God! and thou hateſt nothing 
of what thou haſt made; let thy love . 
before thee for me: thou beholde 
Proſtrate at thy feet, breathing with _ 
whole foul and ſtrength after the happineſs | 
of poſſeſſing thee. When wilt thou come 
and inflame me with the fire of thy love, 
O my Saviour! my life, and my moſt a- 
miable Jeſus! 


Who can ever comprehend, O moſt bleſ- 
| {ed mother of God |! the graces you receiv- 
ed during the nine months of your preg- 

E nancy? 


— 


mn — Wn 


r 


* 


„ 0 0 


— 
nd 


N Contemplation on III. ſuffering. 97 
nancy? Here alſo my tongue muſt be filent 


to allow my heart to ſpeak. Give me that 


Lord whom you poſſeſs; give him to me, 
O miſtreſs of my life! give him to me, O 


| ſource of my hope ! I can neither wiſh nor 


aſk for any thing better; and you know I 
deſire nothing but him alone. Obtain for. 
me an ardent heart to defire him, a pure 
heart to receive him, and a conſtant heart 
never to loſe him. O bleſſed ſpirits! whoſe 
Joy conſiſts in loving always, and in being 
ever loved, grant me a ſhare of that happi- 
neſs which you -enjoy,. that. I may always 
love, ſince I am ever loved by that divine 
Saviour, who lives and reigns in you. Amen, 


2 — 22 
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c OoNTEMPLATION. 


On Chriſt in the Moment of his Incarnation. 


ADORE thee, O word incarnate! IT a-' 


4 dore thee, O fon of the living God! I 
adore thee, O true God! cloathed with my 
fleſh, and ſubje& to my miſeries! Thou art 


come then, O thou defired of all nations, 


the ſalvation of my foul, the true lite and 
only relief of ſinners ! Let not heaven glory 
in being thy only place of abode, ſince thou 


art become the companion of my baniſh- 
ment : let no creature deſpiſe me, how noble 


ſoever it may be: for in fine I adore no an- 
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pls, and the angels adore a man. Thy 


hour is come, O fountain of living waters | 


O river abounding in mercies ! and thou art 


going to overflow the earth with the riches 
of heaven. Thou forgetteſt our ſins, and 
thou takeſt our miſeries upon thyſelf. Thou 
comeſt O ſpouſe of our ſouls! and thou 
comeſt full of grace and truth ; but of 
what grace? of what truth? Ah! how 
true art thou in thy promiſes, O my God! 
when the world leaſt deſerved it, when ſin 
reigned therein, when all nature was cor- 
rupted, and when thou hadſt the greateſt 


reaſon to hate us; it was then thou madeſt 


thy truth appear, thou gaveſt thyſelf to us, 
thou cameſt to feek us and aſſiſt us by thy 
n= and thou becameſt like us. None 
but thou alone can be ſo true in all things; 


and thou never faileſt to fulfil thy promi- 


ſes at the time appointed for their accom- 
phſhment, | | 
When thou ſeemeft far from us, thou 
art near us; and thou makeſt us feel thy 
preſence always accompanied with grace 
and mercy: for thou bringeſt with thee 
riches, ſalvation, life, peace, plenty, great- 
neſs, and the true felicity of thoſe ſouls 
thou comeſt to ſeek, and of the world thou 
comeſt to ſave. No, my Lord! thou com- 
eſt not alone, thou leaveſt not thy treaſures 
in heaven, thou bringeſt all thy bleſſings 
with thee; thou loſeſt nothing of what 


thou art, in becoming what T am; I ought 


NO 
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no longer to keep at a diſtance from thee 
thro” the fear of thy greatneſs, ſince I behold 
thee encompaſſed with my miſery. J embrace 
| thee therefore, O my God! and I love thee, 
becauſe thou art my happineſs, the foun- 


tain of all my bleſſings, the companion of 


my pilgrimage, the repoſe of my ſoul, my 
joy, my glory, and my ſalvation. | 

IT. O how rich am ] in poſſeſſing thee ! 
How the angels envy me now, ſince I have 
in thee an advantage which they have not; 
for I have a God who has taken my nature 
' upon himſelf, and they have not a God 
who has taken upon him the nature of an- 
gels. Adore him, O ye bleſſed ſpirits ! who 
is my ſovereign happineſs and yours. O di- 
vine love ! how powerful art thou! I cannot 
commit ſo many ſins, but thou canſt ſtill 
pardon me more; and all my ingratitude 
never deprives thee of the will of granting 
me forgivenefs. Though I leave thee, 1 


| do not loſe thee : when J depart from thee, 


thou draweſt near to me; and thou bind- 
eſt me with the chains of thy love, in 
cloathing thyſelf with my fleſh of miſery. 
Thou giveſt thyſelf wholly to me, and thou 
mingleſt thyſelf with me, in ſuch a man- 
ner that I cannot ſeparate myſelf from thee, 
nor loſe thee without loſing myſelf, ſince 
thou art become what I am. 

I plainly perceive it, O Lord! that thou 
art drawn by leve, and that it is love 
| Which thou requireſt. Thou comeſt to us 


2 | entirely 


__ 
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entirely burning with that divine fire, that 
we may be inflamed therewith; and that 
we may never burn with any other, thou 
diffuſeſt it every where; even thoſe who 
periſh feel its heat; and they are loſt only 
becauſe they ſhut their hearts againſt the ho- 
ly flames thou caſteſt into them. I open 
mine, to thee, O Lord! I reſign it wholly 
to thy love, and it is my greateſt deſire that 
it may be conſumed thereby. Why have I 
not an infinite love that I may love thee in- 
finitely ? It is true thou art an infinite good, 
and my love is limited; but ſince thou 
art wholly mine, I love thee with thy whole 
All. 

III. O that I had always loved thee! O 
that I had always burnt with thy love! O 
that thou hadſt always been the maſter of 
my heart! O that I had never done any 
thing that could have ſeparated me from 
thee ! Though human nature be perfect in 
thee, and though it be moſt pure and full 
of grace, yet it is a part of mine, however 
miſerable I am. In thee it can neither be 
guilty nor corrupt, as it is in me; on the 
contrary in thee it becomes the inſtrument 
of my happineſs; and whilſt I am loft in 
it, thou vouchſafeſt to ſave me by it. Save 
me then, O my true happineſs! Enlighten 
me, O pureſt light! Support me, O divine 

ſtrength | ſince thou haſt vouchſated to 
ſubject thyſelf to all the miſeries of my tem- 
Poral life, give me thy eternal life, and 
grant 
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grant me a ſhare of thy graces, ſince thou 
art filled therewith, to beſtow them on me. 
May that mercy and love which oblige thee 
to become man, force thee allo to compaſſi- 
onate that humanity which is ſo weak and 
corrupt in me. | 

Thou haſt been pleaſed to ſhew, O my 
God! that whatever thou doſt amongſt men, 
thou doſt as it were for thyſelf, fince thou 
art become like them. Heal then my 
wounds, as if they were thy own: guide 
me, govern me, aſſiſt me, and purify me, 
ſince I am thine; and finke, for the honour 
of that nature thou haſt aſſumed, thou 
wouldſt have all men to be pure, holy, 
rich, and happy. I am thine by juſtice, 
and I deſire with all my heart to be thine 
allo by love. Thou beholdeſt me at thy 
feet, O Lord! I cloſely embrace them, 
and will not leave theni, for thou art 
wholly mine. I reſign mylelt entirely to 
thy will, ſince thou haſt acquired the poſ- 
ſeſion of my foul by thy love. O divine 
love] change me ſo, that thou mayſt alſo 
ſay, thou art wholly mine, poor creature. 
O that I could ſee theſe two things accom- 
pliſhed ! that I were wholly thine, as thou 
art wholly mine ; but there is only thee, O 
divine fire ! that canſt do it it is thy part 
to warm me, to inflame me, and to tranſ- 
form me into thyſelf. 


S 
IV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Toe ſeverity wherewith he treated his body at 

; his nativity. 
_— hour being come, in which the 

word incarnate was to be born of a 
virgin, and appear to the world, the motion 
of his joy was ſo great, that the royal pro- 
phet compares it to the firſt effort of a 
giant in fome great enterpriſe: He has 
rejoiced, lays he, as a Giant to run his race. 
(P/alm xvii. 7.) Being come upon earth, 
and finding it ſtill harder frozen by the 
indifferency of men, than by the coldneſs 
of the ſeaſon, he called the angels of hea- 
ven to congratulate him at his happy com- 
ing. The other creatures, and even the moſt 
inſenſible, would not have failed doing it alſo 
after their manner, if they had been allow- 
ed; and they would have expreſſed as much 
joy at his birth, as they did ſorrow at his 
death. But as our Saviour's deſign was to 
diffuſe upon earth a moſt heavenly ſpirit, 
he appeared thereon at firft in a ſtate oppo- 
ſite to the love of earthly things; and be- 
cauſe he came to condemn the vain joys of 
the world, he would ſuffer nothing but the 
rejoicings of heaven. The B. virgin re- 
ceived her creator alone, and ſaluted * 

or 
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for herſelf and all mankind; becauſe ſhe 
alone was capable of acquitting herſelf of 
that duty, and ſupplying the defect of all 

human nature. 
II. So when ſhe perceived herſelf near 
her time, not by any new pains, like other 
women, but by the increaſe of her love, 
and the deſire ſhe felt of ſeeing before her 
eyes, and holding in her arms, the only 
{on of God and her own ; ſhe came to Beth- 
lebem with Joſeph her ſpouſe, in order to o- 
bey the emperor's edict; and to pay for 
herſelf and her fon the tribute which was 
ordained. This was a ſmall city, where 
there was at that time a great concourſe of 
1 becauſe all that were of the race 
of David were obliged to repair thither. So 
the B. virgin finding no inn, nor any other 
houſe, that ſhe could lodge in, was forced 
to retire into an open ſtable. It was not 
without a particular wiſdom that ſhe ſtayed 
there, ſince ſhe was directed in all things 
by the H. Ghoſt. Though ſhe found her- 
ſelf near her delivery, and though this 
reaſon might have hindered her from leav- 
ing Nazareth, yet ſhe departed from it to 
ſeek the place, where ſhe knew that the 
ſon of God made man, whom ſhe carried 
in her bowels, had reſolved to be born; 
and like a faithful ſervant, the quality of 
which ſhe no leſs eſteemed than that of mo- 
ther, ſhe choſe rather to follow her ſon's 
will, than her own deſire of bringing him 
24 | inte 
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into the world, in a place leſs unworthy 
of ſo high a majeſty. | 

III. She retired into a corner of that 
ſtable, which was expoſed to the cold and 
winds, and fell into a profound contem- 
plation. Then the word incarnate, by his 
own power, and a ſubtilty proper to glori- 


ous bodies, came into the world, without 


hurting the integrity of that moſt pure vir- 
gin, at mid- night, in a ſmall body, but 
3 beautiful; and was laid upon the 

raw by the hands of his holy mother. At 
that moment ſhe found her breafts miracu- 


louſly filled with a moſt heavenly milk; 
and proftrating herſelf upon the ground, 


ſhe humbly adored the fon of God, and 
her own : ſhe took him in her arms, wrapt 
him in ſwaddling cloaths, gave him fuck, 
and beheld him a long time in admiration 
and filence. I leave to the contemplation 
of pious perſons, what words cannot ex- 
plain; and I do not pretend here to repre- 
fent what the ſentiments of the B. vir- 
gin were at that time, nor what her heart 
faid to her ſon. The angels likewiſe ren- 


dered their duties to him, acknowledging 


and adoring him as their Lord: they "allo 
called the ſhepherds thither by heavenly 
ſongs, praiſing God and ſaying; Glory in 
the 5 be heavens to God, and on earth peace 


to men of good will. (Luke ii. 14.) 


Theſe 
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Theſe angelical words have ſeveral ſenſes, 
all which are of very great conſolation to 
us. 

IV. Firſtly, they ſignify that the war 
kindled by fin between God and men, 1s at 
laſt happily ended; and that the peace which 
is newly made and confirmed for ever, by 
the new born Saviour, gives a free acceſs 
to God to every good will, to every good 
deſire, and to every fincere love of the 
heart of man. | 

| Secondly, that men may now ſhelter 
themſelves from the juſtice and wrath of 
God, under the protection of the word 
incarnate; becaule the divine goodneſs finds 
in him more than ſufficient reaſons for par- 
doning us, and receiving us into his friend- 
ſhip, and requires nothing but our good 
will: that is to ſay, that this peace is the 
work of the liberality of God, and the good 
will of men. 

Thirdly, theſe words have alſo another 
ſenſe moſt agreeable to the love which God 
expreſſes to us in this myſtery. Sinners are 
called in the holy ſcripture, children of 
wrath, of perdition, and of death, becauſe 
they are ſlaves to fin : but we are become 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the adop- 
tive children of God. As this happineſs 
proceeds not from our own merits, but 
from the love and good will which God 
expreſſes to us in giving us his fon, we are 
called by the angels, men or children of 

E 3 | goot 
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good will; that is, of the divine will, al- 
ways employed in doing good. Thus the 
angels declare peace to the children of that 
paternal goodneſs, which is the fountain of 
all good things. 

V. Theſe ſongs of the angels, and all 
the marks of their joy, muſt not make us 


forget the pain which our Saviour already | 


cauſes his humanity to ſuffer ; ſince in the 
midſt of this heavenly rejoicing, he loſes 
not the remembrance of our ſalvation. He 
could have been received in purple at his 
birth; but he would be laid on the ground 
upon ſtraw, and have no bed but what was 
common to him with beaſts. Thus it is 
he begins already to treat his body, and to 
fulfl what David had foretold of him, that 
he ſhould be a worm and no man: a reproach 
* men and outcaſt of the people. (FEſalm xxi. 
5.) GEES 

VI. That ſtate wherein he is born can- 
not be attributed either to his weakneſs or 
infancy; ſince he neither offered himſelf, 
nor was born, but becauſe he would be ſo; 
hut to a particular diſpoſition of his provi- 
dence. For being maſter of the whole 
world, he ordained that at his birth the 
_ teeptre ſhould be out of the houſe of Da- 
vid, from whence he deſcended in a right 
line by the B. virgin his mother, that he 
might be born of a mother that was poor; 
that the Romans ſhould then be maſters of 
Ju ea; that Auguſtus ſhould have all his 
18 0 ſubjects 
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ſubjects numbered; that thoſe who were of 
the houſe of David ſhould be obliged to 
go to Bethlehem, that his B. mother ſhould 
at that time be near her delivery ; and that 
{ ſhe ſhould not find any other place to retire 

Into but a ſtable. He clearly ſhews from: 
thence how far the ways of God are from 
the thoughts of worldly men, all the max- 
ims of whom he overturns by his birth a- 
lone: the ſmall account we ought to make 
of temporal conveniencies which are ſo 
paſſionately ſought after; and the ſeverity 
wherewith we ought to treat our bodies: 
for if Chriſt treated his ſo roughly, which 
was pure, innocent, and perfectly ſubject to 
the divine will, what contempt ought we 
not to have for ours which 1s a body of 
fin, and the capital enemy of our happi- 
neſs ? 

VII. He was pleaſed therefore, for our 
inſtruction, that his body, though ſacred 
and delicate as it was, ſhould be laid on: 
the ground upon a little ſkraw ; becauſe he 
knew how dangerous the love of our own 
fleſh, and the falſe peace we keep with its 
concupiſcences, is for our ſalvation ; fince 
it occaſions us to. loſe all the fruit of thoſe 
labours which our Saviour endured for us, 
and of the merits he has acquired us. And 
certainly if ſelf-love, ſeparate from corpo- 
ral weakneſs, cauſed fo much diſorder in 
heaven amongſt the angels, and precipitated 
a great number of them into hell, what 

E 6 will 
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will it not do in creatures formed of clay, 
who abandon themſelves to their irregular 
_ appetites ? This made St. Bernard lament : 
„Alas! ſaid he, we ſhall never be entirely 
delivered ſrom ſelf-love till in heaven; 
«« *tis a natural propenſion which we ſhall 
* carry thither, but which will be ſo fati- 
« ated there with the poſſeſſion of God, 
« that it will loſe all the malignity which it 
makes uſe of to pervert us, whilſt we 
live on earth.” But whoever applies not 
himſelf to combat it in this lite, and to 
regard it as an enemy ſo much the more 
terrible, as it the more ſweetly flatters our 
inclinations, ought not to hope for the 
ſalvation of his ſoul. 
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CGoONTEMPH ATION 
On Chriſt in his nativity. 


: I'S in this moment, O divine Jeſus ! 
that I ought to be wholly inflamed 
with the fire of thy charity. Enlighten 
my mind with thy eternal light, Reunite 
the multiplicity of my thoughts ; z recollect 
all my interior ſenſes, diſpel the clouds and 
darkneſs of my foul, that I may ſee thee, 
hear thee, love thee, receive thee, and em- 
brace thee, with a heart pure and worthy 


of thee. How beautiful art thou, O 1 
0 
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of my foul! how rich art thou, and how 
many bleſſings thou bringeſt us in thy birth! 
How full of love and goodneſs towards 
men is thy entrance into this place of mi- 
ſery | Mayſt thou be for ever bleſſed, ſince 
thou comelt in the name of the Lord, and 
art thyſelf the Lord of heaven and earth. 
Come, O my falvation! come my glory! 
come the deſire and happineſs of thy poor 
creature. I adore thee born in my fleſh; 
J adore that body, that ſoul, that divi- 
nity, that love and infinite mercy with 
which thou comeſt to us. Thou appeareſt 
in a deſart land, void of all good, and full 
of all evil. Thou art in the midſt of ſin- 
ners, ſurrounded with poor ſhepherds; thou 
haſt made a heaven of the earth, and of a 
ſtable a paradiſe. The angels deſcend from 
heaven to come and adore thee on earth. 
Our exile is crowned with glory, and the 
canticles of the bleſſed ſpirits are heard in 
this valley of tears. Paradiſe is wherever 
thou art; becauſe thou art a paradiſe ot 
ſpiritual delights to thoſe ſouls that love 
thee. With thee, O Lord! every-thing 1s 
pure, holy, and peaceable, every thing is 
weet, amiable, and happy. 

II. If thou ſeekeſt us, O my God! when 
we ſeek not thee; and if thou vouchſafeſt 
to come into our miſerable abode without 
being invited thither, what wilt thou do 
for him who deſires thee, invites thee, and 
calls thee? I call thee, O divine 2 

with 
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with all my power; come Lord, enter into 
and be born in my ſoul, fill it with thy 
light, give thy peace to its good will: for, 
alas! thou wilt find no good works in us. 
We are ſo deſtitute of virtues, that we have 
at moſt only good deſires, and they alſo 
muſt come from thee. Thou reſerveſt for 
thyſelf all the labour and pain; and it is 
ſufficient for thee to perceive a good will in 
us, which thou thyſelf wilt fulfil, and give 

it grace to accompliſh what it deſires. 
f there be any good in me, tis becauſe 
I am thy work, and the child of that pa- 
ternal good will, which is an inexhauſtible 
fountain of bleſſings. Thou alſo requireſt. 
nothing of me, but a good will, in order 
to communicate to me thoſe bleſſings thou 
deſigneſt me. I offer it to thee, O Lord! 
and I offer thee nothing but what is thine, 
fince thou giveſt me it; and ſince I receive 
from thy goodneſs the deſire I actually feel 
of loving thee, poſſeſſing thee, and of be- 
ing wholly thine. Supply, O fovereign 
perfection] the weakneſs and imperfection 
of my will: for, alas! what am I, and 
what good can I have without thee? A- 
nimate this ſpark of love thou. giveſt me 
with thy breath, O divine ſpirit! grant it 
may become a flame, and that I may be 

conſumed thereby. 

III. How different art thou from what 
thou appeareſt, O divine infant! Human 
eyes are not piercing enough to diſcover any 
| — 1 
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thing elſe in thee but a ſmall, weak, and 
delicate body, frozen with cold, weeping, 
in want of every thing, laid on the ground 
among beaſts, and as it were the outcaſt of 
the people; and yet thou art the ſon of the 
eternal father the ſplendor of his glory, and 
the figure of his ſubſtance. (Heb. i. 3.) God 
infinite, and omnipotent, the treaſure of 
divine riches, the joy of bleſſed ſouls, the 
delight of thoſe who love thee, the happi- 
neſs of thoſe who: deſire thee, and the re- 
poſe of thoſe: who poſſeſs thee. How great 
and how little art thou at the ſame time, O 
infant God! Thou haſt put thyſelf in this. 
ſtate to draw our tenderneſs the more eaſily 
to thyfelf; thou rejecteſt none, thou art 
born in an open place, every one has a free 
acceſs to thee, and thou permitteſt all to 
embrace thee with love. Come then into 
my arms, O divine infant! ſince in em- 
bracing thee I embrace my God, I hold 
my God, I enjoy my God and ſovereign: 

ood. . 

, Thou concealeſt thy majeſty, O God of 
glory! that men may approach to thee 
without fear, and treat familiarly with thee. 
For who would preſume to appear before 
thee, if thy goodneſs rendered thee not as 


acceſſible as thou art? Come into my ſoul, 
O divine infant! and fatisfy its deſire of 


poſſeſſing thee; remain with me, repoſe in 
me, ſhew me the beauty of thy counte- 
nance, ſoften. the hardneſs of my heart by 

: | that 
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that meekneſs of a lamb, and transform it 
entirely into thy love. Let me never de- 
part from thee, let my heart increaſe with 
thee, may it be dilated, and acquire ſtrength 
to love thee conſtantly, ſerve thee-faithfully, 
and accompliſh thy holy will in all things. 
IV. Adorable Jeſus, divine word, and 
eternal wiſdom ! thou comeſt to ſeek men, 
why art thou not born as they are, and a- 
mongſt them? why art thou born in a ſta- 
ble ? why takeſt thou not at leaſt an abode 
of men? why treateſt thou thy body ſo 
inhumanly ? It is neither by chance nor out 
of weakneſs that thou uſeſt it ſo, ſince thou 
art the increated wiſdom, and ſupporteſt 
the univerſe by thy power: thou act born 


thus, becauſe thou art ſo pleaſed ; and the 


uſage thou ſuffereſt is thy own choice. But 
why chuſeſt thou, O Lord; this ſo rigour- 
ous a treatment? why 10 much ſeverity a- 

gainſt ſo innocent a body? It is becauſe 
thou knoweſt my evils, as thou art their 
only and true remedy ; thou knoweſt that 
my body and fleſh are my cruelleſt ene- 
mies ; that the law of my members rebels 
continually in me againſt the law of my 
mind, and makes me loſe all the fruit of 
thy mercies. Thou treateſt thy fleſh, tho 
it be purity itſelf, and the inftrument of 
thoſe infinite bleſſings thou beſtoweſt on 
me, as I ought to treat mine. How blind 
am 1, if I fee not what thou teacheſt me 
by this conduct; how miſerable am I, if 
ſeeing 
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ſeeing it I am not aſhamed to flatter my 
body, and ſpare this enemy of my ſalvation, 
ſo far as to prefer its intereſt to thine, to 
loſe thee for ſatisfying it, and to loſe thee 
for ſparing 1 it. 

O light of my heart! O maſter 40 mo- 
| del both of eternal truths ! how clearly doſt 
thou ſhew me what I owe my body! grant 
allo that the ſame love, which reduces thee 
to this excels of ſuffering for my inſtructi- 
on. and cure, may produce in me a ſpirit 
wholly new, which may make me hate my 
fleſh equally to the love I have borne it. 

V. But my body, O Lord! is a part of 
myſelf, it walks with me, it accompanies 
me every where, it enters into and is con- 
cerned in the ſame things which regard thy 
ſervice; but it would have the firſt place 
therein, and I am ſo remiſs as to condeſcend 
to its deſires. What ſhall I do, O my 
God! how ſhall I be able to ſupport the 
weight of ſo many miſeries, and this law of 
my fleſh ever contrary to the law of thy 
commandments ? I can only find in thee a- 
lone, O heavenly phyſician ! the remedy I 
have need of; and 'tis to give me it that 
thou art born, and already treateſt thyſelf 
lo ſeverely, Heal therefore the corruption 
of my heart by the purity of thine, and 
tupport by the vigor of thy ſpirit the weak- 
nets of mine. The place where thou art 
born cannot be ſenſible of thy preſence, it 


will always remain what it is, and thou 
| wilt 
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wilt not change its nature; but thou canſt, 
O Lord! by thy preſence ſoften the hard- 
neſs of my heart, correct the irregularity of 
my affections, and elevate the lowneſs of 
my deſires. Quit then the ſtable, and come 
to abide in me; that thou mayſt enlighten, 
touch, and change me. Come, O my God 
that I may know thee, adore thee, and em- 
brace thee; and that I may hate myſelf to 
love thee. Enter into my ſoul, and I ſhall be 
humbled and confounded by thy preſence, 
and thou wilt be glorified by my humilia- 
tion ; thou wilt teach me thy truth, thou 
wilt communicate thy ſtrength to me for 
overcoming my enemies, and thou wilt de- 
ſtroy in me this earthly ſpirit to make thy 
_ divine ſpirit live and reign therein. Be ever 
preſent to my eyes, O divine Jeſus ! eſta- 
bliſh thy abode in my heart, and may I be 
ſo charmed with thy beauty and ſweetneſs, 
that I may entixely loſe the taſte of the things 
of this world. 

VI. All my miſery proceeds from my 
accompliſhing the deſires of the fleſh con- 
trary to thy will. Thou knoweſt my in- 
firmity, O Lord! and the little ſtrength I 
have for reſiſting the occaſions of offend- 
ing thee : nothing but thy omnipotent hand 
is capable of fortifying and defending me 
againſt myſelf. I caſt myſelf at thy feet, I 
preſent myſelf before thee with all my 
wounds and miſeries. I will do whatever 
thou requireſt of me, and I deſire in all 
I things 
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things only the accompliſhment of thy ho- 
ly will; if my rebellious fleſh reſiſts thereto, 


humble it; O Lord! mortify it, and make 
it ſenſible of the force of thy ſpirit. 


O moſt bleſſed virgin mother! be ſen- 
ſible of my miſery, aſſiſt me in breaking 
the hardneſs of my heart, and deſtroying 
the contradictions of this miſerable body, 
that every thing in me may be ſubject to 
that divine Saviour, and that I may not loſe 
the fruit of his labours, obtain for me the 
grace of overcoming myſelf and of ſerv- 
ing him, of hating myſelf and of loving 
him. O angels of heaven! O moſt pure 
fouls! who enjoy the ſovereign happineſs, 
eternally bleſs the Saviour of my foul, and 
render him infinite thankſgivings for all the 
bleſſings he has beſtowed on me; be my 
interceflors with him, that I may not be 
overwhelmed with the weight of my fleſh, 
but that it may be always ſubject to the 
ſpirit of God. Amen. 
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V. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The tears be ſhed 85 our ſins. 
T HE firſt thing our Saviour did at his 


coming into the world, was to weep, 
as other children do; and it is a great ſub- 
ject of admiration to us, to behold the ſon 
of the living God thus conceal his eternal 
wiſdom; the divine word remain in ſilence; 

the joy of the bleſſed ſned tears; and the 
ſovereign power wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths 
in the arms of a woman. As all theſe ap- 
pearances of weakneſs proceed only from 
love, they furniſh thoſe who love Jeſus 
Chriſt with an ample matter of contem- 
plation, and caſt them into a profound at- 
toniſhment at the fight of ſo many won- 
ders. For though he weeps like other 

children, the cauſe of his tears is infinite- 
ly different. David had foretold of him, 
that he ſhould be devoured with the zeal 
of the houſe and the glory of God, (Pſalm 
Ixviii. 12.) ſo far as to take upon himſeii B 
the expiation of all the crimes of the whole 
world: indeed he felt in ſo lively a manner, 
at his entrance into the world, the infinite 
number of ſins, which his eternal wiltom 
placed altogether before his eyes, that he 
then began to weep, and afterwards ſpent 


his life, and died at laſt, in ſorrow and 
| grief. 
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grief. Thoſe tears ſhed for ſinners, joined 
to the dignity of his divine perſon, were 
fo powerful with God his father, according 


| to the teſtimony of the apoſtle, (Hes. v. 7.) 


that they rendered him favourable to us, 
and merited for us the pardon of our of- 
fences. For whulſt our Saviour was inte- 
riorly taken up with the thoughts of our 


miſeries, and his bleſſed ſoul, with all its 


powers, remained united to God, whom it 
clearly beheld, his body was bathed in tears, 
and his heart penetrated with a moſt lively 
forrow for all the crimes, which had been 
committed from the beginning of the world, 
and which would be committed till the 
conſummation of ages. 


II. As he never ſpared himſelf in any 


thing when he was to expreſs his love to 
us, and as the ground was wholly moiſt- 
ened with the blood he ſweat in the gar- 
den of Olives, (Luke xxii. 44.) ſo we may 
believe, that he bathed every place where 


| he prayed with his tears; that his bed was 
. watered therewith every night, according 


to the expreſſion of the royal prophet, (P/. 
vi. 7.) and that he diſpoſed himſelf, by that 
bath of tears, to the baptiſm of blood at- 
ter which he ſighed : but how bitter theſe 
tears were is inexpreſſible ; ſince they were 


_ cauſed by a ſorrow ſo much the more live- 


ly as it was more interior and profound. - 
None but thoſe who have felt the pains 
of the mind, know how far they —_— 
„ tho 
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thoſe of the body. The impreſſion made 
on the ſoul by any evil, commonly follows 
from the knowledge it has thereof : now 
Chriſt alone perfectly knowing the number 
.and enormity of the evils for which he 
wept, he alone was alſo capable of feeling 
the whole weight of them. This made 
him ſay to his father by the mouth of Da- 
wid, Save me, O God! for the waters have 
entred even into my ſoul. I am come into the 
depth of the yu and a tempeſt has over 
ited me. I have laboured crying... my 


eyes have failed... the zeal of thy houſe has 


devoured me, (Palm Ixviii. 1, 10.) 

III. When the ſaints would expreſs che 
wuglineſs of fin, they affirm that if men ſaw 
it clearly, the abhorrence they would con- 
ceive of it would be capable of making 
them die. This is a truth which God has 
made ſome of his ſervants ſenſible of; but 
as he always ſpares their weakneſs, he ne- 
ver gives them that clear ſight but for a 
ſhort time, and after an abundant commu- 
nication of his ſpirit: and though this light 
be given them only for purifying them- 
ſelves, he ſtands cloſe by them at that time, 
chat they may be able to bear it; he con- 
ceals a part of it from them when it be- 
comes too ſtrong; and he inſpires them 
with a quite new confidence in his .good- 


neſs, which engages them ſtill more ftrictly 


do ferve and love him, 
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V. ſuffering of Chriſt. 119 
If any one thinks this is ſpeaking with 
too much exaggeration of the horror of 
ſin, let him caſt his eyes on Chriſt, and 
comprehend that this equitable judge of 
the greatneſs of our evils, did not think it 
was doing too much, when he gave his 
blood, his life and infinite merits, 2 expi- 
ating them. This very conſideration of 
the uglineſs of ſin, was one of the reaſons 
which occaſioned his ſweat of blood, and 
the mortal agony he ſuffered in the garden 
of Olives. | = 
IV. The fon of God having therefore 
taken upon himſelf to ſatisfy for all the 
ſins of the world, the greatneſs and multi- 
tude of which he perfectly knew, it is eaſy 
to judge with what ſenſe and bitterneſs of 
heart he wept for them, For though they 
I vere the evils of others, his pain was not 
mollifed on that account; becauſe his love 
made him regard them as his own, and he 
vas as deeply touched with them as if they 
| had been of his own committing: beſides 
which, he not only felt in ſin thoſe diſor- 
I ders it had cauſed amongſt men, but much 
more till the injury which the divine ma- 
jeſty had received thereby, and this made 
him paſs his life in continual ſorrow. 
Though other children have many rea- 
ons to weep at their coming into the world, 
. I fince they are born children of wrath, and 
enter into a baniſhment, far from heaven, 
and are in danger of loſing it, expoſed to 
E: a thou- 
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a thouſand evils which end but by the 
greateſt of all, viz. death, joined to the 
uncertainty of a better life : nevertheleſs as 
they are born deprived of the uſe of rea- 
ſon, they are inſenſible of their misfortune, 
and know not till afterwards the juſt grounds 
they have had fordeploringthe miſery of their | 
condition. But Chriſt having nothing of 
childhood, but the ſmallneſs of body, and 
the outward form; and being at the ſame 
time the ſon of Adam and the wiſdom of 
God, knew the whole extent of the evils 
for which he wept ; he clearly jaw the ty- 
ranny of the fleſh and the world, the vio- 
lence and inundation of human paſſions, 
the oblivion of eternal goods, an averſion 
to holy things, the baſeneſs and amuſement 
of earthly cares, the infinite multitude of 
bad thoughts, criminal deſires, irregular 
words, and the unlawful actions of all men 
that had lived till then, and that were to 
live to the end of the world. He knew that 
his mercy was the only remedy of all thoſe 
evils, and to which he was engaged by the 
obligation he had laid himſelf under of ſa- 
tisfying for the ſins of che world. 
But nothing affeted him ſo ſenſibly as 
the foreſight of the ſmall profit of his la- 
bours, and the ingratitude of men. He 
was ſo penetrated with all theſe conſidera- 
tions, that his eyes were become two foun- 
tains of tears which continually flowed, and 


ſpurted up even into heaven, there to ex- 
h tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh the wrath of God juſtly provoked 
againft us: for he was not only ſenſible of 
the ſins of the whole world in general, but 
likewiſe of thoſe of every one in particu- 
lar; ſo that there is none of us but may 
regard thoſe divine tears as ſhed for him- 
ſelf, enjoy them as a bleſſing which belongs 
to him, acknowledge that he is the cauſe 
of them, and thus diſpoſe himſelf to re- 
ceive that grace of remiſſion which Chriſt 
has merited for him. | 

V. God ſhewed in a viſion to the pro- 
phet Ezechiel a magnificent temple, where- 


in was a fountain of living water which 


ſprung up to the right hand, and had the 
virtue of healing all that came to the tem- 
ple, (Exzech. vg. ) By the right hand we 
muſt underſtand, according to the common 
expreſſion of the ſcripture, the power of 


| God; and by that fountain, the abundance 


of good Ea which are found in the liv- 


ing temple of the divinity, that is, in Je- 


ſus Chriſt our Lord; becauſe in his body, 


which he himſelf calls a temple, dwells all 


the plenitude of the divinity; and at pr 


birth there flowed from his two eyes, 


from two ſalutary fountains, a torrent of 
living water, the virtue of which was able 
to cure all our infirmities We muſt no 
longer aſk why thoſe who weep are called 


bleſſed in the goſpel, ſince they have Chriſt's 


tears for their conſolation : for this divine 


Saviour by taking en himſelf his children's 


Vor. I. F debts, 


= ſuffering of Chriſt. 


debts, performs on their accounts the office 


of a true father; he weeps alone for them, 


and ſends his angels to declare to men the 
peace and joy which he procures them by 
his forrows. Parents labour and give them- 
ſelves a thouſand pains for their children, 
whilſt theſe children ſport and live without 
diſquiet: thus it is that Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and true Father acts towards us; he 


would have us be chearful, content, and 


calm, whilſt he labours, ſuffers, and weeps 
alone for us. 

VI. The holy ſcripture teaches us a great 
truth, when it ſays, that it 7s better to go 


into the bouſe of mourning, than into that of 


feaſting, (Eccleſ. vii. 3.) not only becaule 
the joys of this world are cloſely purſued 
by ſadneſs or death ; but alſo becauſe there 


is commonly found in the midſt of exceſ- 


five joys, a great forgetfulneſs of God and 
eternal ſalvation ; and men arrive thereby at 
ſuch a degree of blindneſs, that thoſe things 
which make them weep, are no leſs ſhame- 
ful than thoſe which rejoice them : they 
eſteem riches, the proſperities of this world, 


the pleaſures of the fleſh, and according to 


the expreſſion of the ſcripture, (Job xxi. 13.) 
T hey. ſpend their days in joy and wealth, and 
in a moment they deſcend into hell, where 
they are undeceived fruitleſsly, and weep 
without conſolation and hope. They think 
themſelves unhappy in this life, when they 
want the means of ruining themſelves, 

when 
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when they cannot ſatisfy their deſires, and 
when they are in adverſity, though it be 


their ſureſt way to ſalvation: but they de- 


plore not the evils of their ſoul, the of- 
fences committed againſt God, the loſs of 
heaven, and the danger they are in of eter- 
nal damnation. | 

We ſee no ſuch thing in the ſtable of | 
Betblebem; there is nothing in that houſe of 
tcars, where Jeſus weeps, but angelical re- 
ſoicings, ſpiritual delights, celeſtial favours, 
and a holy ſociety, compoſed of Mary, 7o-— 
ſepb, and ſome poor ſhepherds; they there 
bewail their ſins, deſpiſe pleaſures, merit 
heaven, and taſte a ſolid conſolation. It is 
therefore better to go into that houſe of 
tears, than into a houſe of joy. 

VII. Tears are commonly ſigns or ef- 
fects of ſadneſs; becauſe they are occaſion- 
ed either by che privation of a good which 
was dear to us, or by the preſence of one 
which makes us paſs in a moment from 
ladneſs to joy. The tears of Chriſt have 
the ſame principles: for tho' he cannot feel 
the want of any good which belonged to 
him, ſince he poſſeſſes the plenitude of all 
goods, yet he is ſenſible of the privation of 
thoſe we have loſt, and of the return of 
thoſe which we recover in him. Thus is he 
the companion of our tears, as well of thoſe 
which ſadneſs makes us ſhed, as of thoſe 
which joy occaſions us, by the intereſt and 
concern he takes in all our good and evil. 
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It belongs therefore to every one of us 
to examine the bottom of our hearts, and 
to ſee what our inclinations and averſions 
are; that we may judge thereby whether 
we have any ſhare in the tears of Chriſt : 
for a chriſtian ought to fear nothing ſo 
much, as that facility with which he gives 
way to earthly affeftions, unworthy of a 
heart which is made only for God and eter- 
nal good things. Hence comes that indo- 
lence and falſe peace, which makes one 
ſpend his life calmly in fin, and entirely 
negle& the purity of his conſcience, as if 
he had never done any thing which deſerv- 
ed to be wept for, or had no ground to fear 
death and the judgments of God. People 
even frequently reckon that a happy day 
wherein they have ſatisfied their moſt cri- 
minal deſires : whereas if men made a little 
reflection upon the irregular motions of 
their hearts, and the time they beſtow on 
the. world, vanity, and pleaſures, they 
would find great reaſon to fear leſt Chriſt 
had wept unprofitably for them, and leſt 
they themſelves ſhould be condemned one | 
day to weep without any fruit for all eter- 
nity. | 

VIII. O how much wiſer is the conduct 
of a ſervant of God, who living unknown 
to the world, and judging all vain joys un- 
worthy of him, mingles his tears with 
thoſe of his Saviour, taſtes thoſe ſpiritual 
delights which they produce in this life, 
| and 
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and expects thoie which they merit for the 
other! How much happier is the penitent 
man, who touchedWwith regret for his ſins, 
Joins himſelf to Chriſt to weep with him 
for them, and to obtain through him the 
remiſſion thereof ! how much more prudent 
is he, who entering again into his heart, 
aſks an account from himſelf of his paſt 
life, reforms his manners, is employed in 
the ſalvation of his ſoul, returns ſincerely 
to God, gives himſelf wholly to him, is 
received to the communication of his love, 
and taſtes that divine peace which is given 


only to thoſe, who having wept bitterly 


with Jeſus, find a moſt ſweet conſolation in 
his mercy, 3 


CONTEMPLATION 
On the tears Chriſt ſhed for us. 


HENCE come theſe tears which 
thou ſheddeſt in ſuch abundance, O 
divine infant! thou who art the confolation 
of thoſe that weep ? Why melteſt thou in 
tears when thou entereſt into this land of 
ſinners, ſince thou comeſt hither to make 
them happy ? The angels make the air re- 
found with canticles of joy; they declare 
exceeding gladneſs to the ſhepherds, be- 
cauſe thou art born; and they order men 

l 1 to 
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to rejoice, becauſe they have a Saviour: tis 
thou, O amiable Jeſus! who art that Sa- 
viour; and there is only thee alone that 
weepeſt amidſt the rejoicings of heaven 
and earth. Mayſt thou be bleſſed for ever, 
O my God! Thou. comeſt to us with fo 
great a deſire of redeeming us, that thou 
wilt not interrupt the work of our redemp- | 
tion for one moment: thou 'weepeſt till 
thou canſt die, forgetting nothing for our 
remedy; and becauſe thou knoweſt that 
many will water thy feet with their tears 
in ſorrow for their ſins, as Magdalen did, 
thou wilt be the firſt in ſhedding thine be- 
fore thy father, to render him favourable 
to us, and to ſanctify our tears by thine. 
Thou beginneſt at thy entrance into the 
world, to perform by thy tears what thou 
art one day to perform by thy blood. 

II. What ſhall I render thee, O thou 
love of my foul! for all thoſe bleſſings 
thou beſtoweſt on me? Thou weepeſt like 
other children, but thou haft other reaſons 
for weeping than they have : they have oc- 
caſion to weep for the baniſhment they are 
beginning, the fin they bring with them, 
the dangers they are expoſed to, and the 
miſeries they ſuffer ; and though they are 
ignorant of them as yet, nature performs 
In them what they would do themſelves it 
they knew them. But thou, O eternal 
wiſdom ! thou weepeſt becauſe thou behold- 
eſt the crimes of all men, the injuries done 
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| to thy father, the ruin of fouls, their in- 


terior and unknown neceſſities, the errors 
which blind them, the pleaſures which cor- 
rupt them, and the habits which damn 
them. Thou weepeſt becauſe thou ſeeſt 
the contempt of thy law, the forgetfulneſs 
of eternal goods, the negligence of falva- 
tion, the love of earthly things, the empire 


of ſin and the devil, the wrath of God, 


| the danger of eternal damnation, the falſe 


peace wherein the world lives amongſt ſo 
many ſubjects of tear, and the impoſſibility 
we are in of finding any remedy beſides 
thee for all the evils which encompaſs 
us. 
III. But becauſe we find in thee ea. 
ly, ſovereign, and true remedy, thou wilt 


have the earth to rejoice at thy birth, and 


heaven, which is to be filled with men 
whom thou comeſt to ſave, to pertake in 
that joy. Thou alone wilt be weeping, 
whilſt we enjoy the merit of thy tears; 
they proceed abundantly from that heart 
wholly burning with charity, to heal the 
wounds and melt the ice of mine: make 
thoſe divine tears, O fountain of heavenly 
bleſſings! flow into my heart, that it may 
be healed, ſoftened, and purified. I adore 
thee, O divine love! O immenſe goodneſs! 
O infinite mercy ! I adore thee, O lamb, of 
God! who takeſt away the ſins of the 
world: I adore that care and eagerneſs 
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thou haſt for procuring me ſo efficacious 
a remedy. 

How well has the prophet Jaiab deſcri- 
bed thee, by ſaying, take away 1he ſpoils 
ſpeedily, quickly take preys, (viii. 1.) ſince 
being unable to wait till the age of ſpeak- 
ing, thou already carrieſt away by thy 
tears, the heavenly treaſures, the mercies 
of God, and a thouſand ſpiritual graces, 
for ſinners. O divine ſpouſe of my foul ! 
O charitable father of this unhappy ſinner | 
thou haſt good reaſon to ſay, that the com- 
panions of the bridegroom cannot mourn ſo 
long as the bridegroom is with them : but the 
days will come, when the bridegroem ſhall be 
taken from them, and then ſhall they faſt, 
and mourn, (Matt. ix. 15.) becauſe they 
are deprived of his ſight: for when he is 
preſent, he takes care to provide for the 
neceſſities of his family, and to comfort it by 

his preſence, whilſt the children take their 
diverſion and reſt under the care of their 
father. Thus it is, O divine Jeſus! that 
at thy entrance into the world thou wouldſt 
have us be in joy, whilſt thou weepeſt for 
us, and that we ſhould abandon the care of 
ourſelves to thee, whilſt thou alone labour- 
eſt in acquiring us eternal good things. 
IV. But thou not only beginneſt thy 
life by weeping, O thou God of my foul! 
thou continueſt it in the fame manner, and 
thoſe tears are only to end by thy death on 
the croſs. Thou wilt paſs days and nights 


In 
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in prayer, with thy countenance bathed in 
tears, and the very ground where thou 
ſhalt pray will be watered therewith; thou 
feeleſt my evils, as if they were thy own, 
and thou beggeſt for me the bleſſings of 
heaven, as if they were neceſſary for thy- 
ſelf. Although thou ſhouldſt never ſuffer 
any other pains, will not thoſe tears, ſhed 
for bewailing evils which thou committedſt 
not, and thoſe ſighs thou ſendeſt forth for 
meriting us the remedies which thou need- 
eſt not, ſuffice to convince me of thy 
love, and to draw mine to thee? O inex- 
hauſtible fountain of mercy! why am I 
not melted in tears, and burnt with the 
love of thee ? Is it poſſible that I ſhould 
let thee weep alone for the ſins I have 
committed, without mingling at leaſt my 
tears with thine! O ſweet and ardent tears 
loften my heart, and make mine flow in a- 
bundance, that J may aſſiſt you in waſh- 
ing away my fins, and be inflamed with 
the love of my Saviour. 

Since there was nothing in me, O eter- 
nal wiſdom! which could engage thee to 
ſuccour me, but the neceſſity I was in of 
lamenting all my life; how great is my 
blindneſs to. runꝰ after the pleaſures of the 
world, without any ſenſe of my miſery ? 
Enlighten, O divine light! the darkneſs of 
my ſoul, that I may know and hate myſelf; 
ſeparate my heart from the love of terreſtrial 
goods which ſeparate me from thee ; take 
F 3 from 
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from me the reliſh of all things Which 
hinder me from reliſhing thee, and which 
oblige thee to weep. | 

V. O infinite goodneſs! always patient 
in bearing with me, and ever liberal in 
heaping thy bleſſings upon me! where 
ſhould I have been, if thou hadſt not had 
pity on me. When I look back upon my 
paſt life, I find great-occaſion therein of 
fear and ſorrow, not only on account of 
thoſe evils which I have never wept for, 
but even of thoſe which I have hitherto 
wept for with ſo much tepidity : for have 
I ever felt the loſs of thy love, O my God! 
in as lively a manner, as I have that of a 
temporal good or pleaſure? I weep for a 
father, a brother, a relation, a friend, who 
cannot deliver me from my evils, and whom 
T muſt neceſſarily loſe ſooner or later: I 
loſe thee every day by my ſins, O my ſo- 
vereign good] I delerve to be deprived of 
the eternal happineſs for which I was cre- 
ated; and this loſs concerns me not. It a 
man offends me, if he does not reitore me 
what I think is my due, or if any thing 
happens to me againſt my will, I. am diſ- 
turbed thereby both interiorly and exterior- 
ly. I am ſenſible of the loſs of honour and 
reputation ; I cannot bear without an ex- 
treme difficulty that another ſhould be more 
eſteemed than myſelf; I ſpend my life in 
diverting myſelf, and flattering my capital 
eiemy ; that is, this material and Fong” 
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tible body which is the ſource of all my 
evils; if it wants any convenience or plea- 
ſure, I am aMicted thereat, ſo as to lole all 
repoſe : and what is ſtill more deplorable, 
I employ, O my God! the time thou haſt 
given me for meriting eternal goods, in e- 
very thing that may rob me of them for 
ever; I am even ſo miſerable that I can- 
not ſuffer mylelf to be deprived of the 
occaſions of periſhing, and loſing thee at 
the {ame time, thou who art my only hap- 
pineſs. 

Jam weak againſt temptation, overcome 
in the leaſt aſſault, lukew Arm, without fer- 
vor, remiſs in good, bold in evil, without 
light, without charity, without any deſire 
of pleaſing thee, without application to 
thy ſervice, without a will to tufier for thee, 
without interior peace, in fine without any 
good, except it proceeds from thee. Bur 
this is ſaying too little, I am without thee, 
O the true life of my ſoul ! I behold my- 
ſelf in the region of the ſhadow of death, 
and am unconcerned thereat, neither do 
I melt into tears before thee. Art thou not, 

O divine Jeſus! my true father, brother. | 
and friend, the companion of my - pilgri- 
mage, my comfort, my treaſure, my glo- 
ry, and my ſovereign felicity 2 Why then 
am I not aſhamed to weep for temporal 
misfortunes, and to be inſenſible of the 
misfortune of loſing thee? O tears of an 
infinite price ! ſupply the weakneſs of mine, 
F 6 and 
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and obtain me thoſe bleſſings which you 
merit. 

Put an end to my miſery, O Ford and 
permit me not to remain any longer in the 
blindneſs wherein I am. I have already 
ſacrificed a great part of my life to 
earthly cares, what I have remaining there- 
of 1s not too much for meriting heaven, 


May I begin at leaſt now to ſerve thee, O 


my God! ] am touched with regret for 


my ſins, and I fincerely deſire to weep for 
them with thee. But it belongs to you, 
O powerful tears which open heaven! to 
open alſa my eyes for making mine flow. 


Waſh away, O ſweet tears! all the ſpots of 


my ſoul; kindle in me, O ardent tears 


the love of God, and the hatred of my- 


ſelf. O tears which pierce the heart of the 
eternal father, pierce mine alſo; and ſince 
vou make all ſorts of bleMngs deſcend 
from heaven upon earth, elevate this earth- 
ty heart to heaven. When will the hap- 

moment come when I ſhall fee] in my 
joul the effect of thoſe precious tears? let 
them beg for me, O divine Jeſus! what I 


know not how to beg for; hear them, for 


I deferve rot to be heard, and grant me 
the bleſſings which they beg for me. 

VI. It is true that tears are commonly 
the effect or end of ſadneſs; becauſe ſad- 
neſs being nothing elſe but ſorrow for hav- 
ing loſt a good which was dear to us, we 
weep only for te?! privation of what we 
love; 


1 
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love; and when we recover that good, 
ſadneſs ends alſo by tears. *Tis for this 
reaſon that thy ſervants who ardently ſeek 
thee, weep ſometimes with ſorrow for the 
evils which ſeparate them from thee, and 
ſometimes with joy for the bleſſings which 
thou communicateſt to them ; being unable 
to ſupport, without melting in tears, ei- 
ther the ſweet impreſſion of thy preſence, 
or the regret of having diſpleaſed thee. 
But thou, O divine Jeſus! what reaſon 
haſt thou to weep ? Is there any good thou 
haſt not? Thou thyſelf art the ſovereign 
good, thou poſſeſſeſt all the treaſures of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God; and 
as nothing is wanting therein, ſo nothing 
can be added thereto: thus thy tears regard 
only men, and being rich with thy own 
goods, thou deſireſt none but for them. 
Thou wilt never be ſatisfied, O devouring 
fire! till thou haſt transformed into thy 
ſelf all thoſe ſouls which thou haſt created 
for thee. But art thou not infinite? Art 
thou not omnipotent? Who then can hin- 
der thee from conſuming in me what is 
diſpleaſing to thee, and from changing me 
wholly into thyſelf, that I may pleaſe thee. 

VII. Let my tears be my food day and 
night, till I poſſeſs thee, O infinite good- 
neſs! grant that I may weep for the miſ- 
fortune of having loſt thee, and for the 
danger of loſing thee : fortify me by thy 
preſence, that my enemies may be diſperſ- 


ed 
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ed. I feel myſelf touched with the defire 
of praying to thee, of loving thee, and of 
wiping off the tears which thou ſheddeſt for 
me; but there is fomething in me which 
makes thee ſhed them, and which my 
. Blindneſs hinders me from knowing: thou, 
O Lord! who perfectly knoweſt me, and 
ſeeſt the bottom of my ſoul, heal in it 
thoſe evils which afflict thee, and give me 
all thoſe bleſſings which thou deſireſt for 
me. O how well I now comprehend that 
it is better to go into a houſe of tears, 
than into one of joy; ſince the tears of this 
life produce the joys of the other! Thou 
art born here below, O my God! and thou 
dieſt in tears; and 'tis thou who in heaven 
wipeſt off all the tears of the juſt, whilſt 
_ thoſe who in this world ſpend their days in 
pleaſure fall in a moment into hell. I there- 
fore chuſe rather a thouſand times to go in- 
to the ſtable where thou weepeſt, than in- 
to palaces where the powerful of the world 
rejoice. There is no pleaſure on earth but 
what is mixed with ſadneſs, and the pureſt 
Joy that is taſted here, is to weep with thee, 
The juſt who ſpend their life in tears, and 
ſigh inceſſantly after thee, are filled with 
conſolation; grant, O Lord! that J may 
be of that ſmall number. O happy mo- 
ment! wherein, whilſt the body is bathed 
in tears, the foul tenderly embraces thee. 


Embrace 
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Embrace me, O divine infant! that we 
may weep together, thou for the love of 
me, and I for the love of thee : thou wilt 
convert me, and I ſhall poſſeſs thee; thou 
wilt comfort thyſclf with me, and I ſhall 
comfort myſelf with thee. What ſweet- 
neſs coſt thou give, and what bleſſings 
doſt thou communicate, to thoſe who weep 
with thee : O how true it 1s, according to 
thy word, that thoſe are happy who weep 
thus! Remove from me, O divine Jeſus! 
all the vain joys of the earth, that I may 
ſigh and weep in time, in order to have the 
confolation of poſſeſſing thee in eternity. 
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VI. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 


The colin of the ſeaſen in which be was 


born. 


OC not only undertook to fight 
againſt ſin, in order to merit tor us 
the grace and glory which we had loſt; 
but alſo to leave us examples of virtue, in 
which we might clearly diſcover, both the 
evils that ſin occaſions us, and the means 
of avoiding it. Therefore he has particu- 
larly declared himſelf againſt thoſe vices 
which are moſt predominant in the wor 

an 
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and of which the occaſions are moſt fre- 
quent and dangerous; and has eſpecially 
applied himſelf to the practice of contrary 
virtues, ſuch as humility, patience, the 
ſhunning of pleaſures and of every thing 
the world moſt eſteems. But becauſe the 
love of the body, and the care one takes 
of it, is one of thoſe things wherewith men 
are moſt taken up, and which cauſes the 
greateſt diſorders ; the ſon of God at his 
birth, and through the whole courſe of his 


life, treated his body in ſuch a manner, 


that thoſe who have the defire and forti- 
tude of dying to themſelves, find in him 
_ continual] examples of mortification ; and 
that thoſe who have not the courage to ill- 
treat themſelves, diſcover at leaſt how much 
they ought to fear a domeſtic enemy, that 
is able to make them loſe eternal happi- 
neſs. 195 5 85 
One of the conveniencies of the body, 
in which many employ the beſt part of 
their life, is that proviſion of cloaths, and 
a thouſand means which they daily invent 
for defending themſelves againſt the incle- 
mencies of the weather and change of fea- 
ſons, or for feeling leſs what they cannot 
wholly avoid. We muſt add thereto mag- 
nificent houſes, commodious apartments, 
gardens, woods, waters, moveables, an e- 
legant table, muſic, and an infinite num- 
ber of other pleaſures ſought after with ſo 
much care, to hinder the ſenſe of every 
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thing that may incommode the carnal man. 
But as there is nothing to be expected from 
an enemy too well uſed, but treaſon and 
rebellion, the holy fathers, inſtructed by 
the divine ſpirit, have invented, for pre- 
venting this diſorder, that ſimple and com- 
mon life which is led in monaſteries, where 
retrenching all luxury and ſuperfluity in 
lodging, eating, and cloathing, they con- 
tent themſelves with what is neceſſary, and 
have frequent occaſions of mortifying the 
body and ſenſes. Many have even retired 
into profound ſolitudes, where they lived 
without houſes, cloaths, and human food; 
others ſpent their life in continual faſting; 
and ſome have lived on the tops of pillars, 
expoſed to the heat, cold, and inclemencies 
of the weather; and they were all as dili- 
gent in refuſing their bodies thoſe very 
things that were neceſſary, as worldlings 
are intent on procuring them what are ſu- 
perfluous. . - ö 

II. Chriſt was pleaſed not only to be 
born naked like the other children of 

Adam, but alſo in an inconvenient place, in 
the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year, at mid- 
night, trembling with cold, and deprived 
of all manner of help. He did not change 
in proceſs of time that ſeamleſs garment. 
which his bleſſed mother had wrought him 
with her own hands, but wore it until his 
death on the croſs. During his hidden life, 


he had not, in the poor houſe where he 
dwelt, 
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dwelt, wherewith to defend himſelf, either 
againſt the cold or heat; and when he be- 
gan to converſe with men, the ground was 
his ordinary bed : he was very frequently 
expoſed to rain, wind, and ſnow, to the 
heat of the ſun, and to the dew of hea- 
ven; and after thus ſpending the day, he | 
retired in the evening upon a mountain, or 
into a garden, there to ſpend the night in 
prayer; and notwithſtanding he was the 
maſter and creator of times, he had diſtin- 
guiſhed the ſeaſons for the profit of men, 
and at that time foreſaw the inconveniency 
he was to receive one day from thence, 
Thus in procuring us a thouſand pleaſures 
by the earth's fertility, and that plenty of 
fruit which the variety of ſeaſons produces, 
he prepared himſelf ſufferings ; tor he taſt- 
ed the agreeable things of the ſeaſon but 
"yy little, and he felt all the rigor there- 
of. 

III. Here the poor find great ſubject of 
inſtruction and comfort : for although they 
be deprived of a thouſand things wherein 
the rich abound, ſo far as often to want 
the moſt common and neceſſary, yet they 
learn by the example of our Saviour, that 
it is chriſtian prudence to make a virtue of 
neceſſity. St. Chryſoſtom affirms that God 
eſteems the diſpoſition of the heert, and 
the good will of men, above ail things; 
and that he conſiders neceſſary ſufferings 


no leſs than thoſe which are of our own 
choice, 


ng 
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choice, provided we join love and reſig- 
nation to the neceſſity of ſuffering. (Serm. 


de amore dei, &c. tom. 5.) The opinion 
of this father is founded on a very ſolid rea- 


ſon; for though I cannot avoid thoſe evils, 
yet nevertheleſs they come from the hand 


of God who ſends me them, and conſe- 


quently requires me to receive, and ſuffer 


them. Thus he looks upon my acceptation 
of ſufferings, as a ſervice I do him, as a 


ſubmiſſion to his order, and as a fulfilling 
the goodwill which he inſpires me with. 


If the poor had the ſpirit of God, they 
would eſteem themſelves happy for being in 
the fame ſtate which Chriſt was in, who 


being born amongſt Jews, many of whom 
were both juſt and rich, preferred to their 


company that of Mary, Joſeph, and ſome 
ſhepherds who were poor. What an advan- 
tage is it for all thoſe that are fo, to be able 


to unite their poverty to that of their Sa- 
viour, and render it meritorious by his ? 
But if the virtue which proceeds from ne- 
ceſſity is ſo precious in the ſight of God, 
of what value will that neceſſity be which 
comes from virtue? Certainly thoſe vo- 
juntary poor who fill the deſarts and reli- 

ious houſes, refuſe themſelves whatever is 


ſuperfluous, and treat their bodies ſo ſevere- 


ly, will find in Chriſt, not only the ex- 
ample, but allo the ſtrength of accompliſh- 
ing what ſeems impoſſible to nature: for 


love, as St. Peter Chryſologus ſays, pag 
| 1475 
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147.) pleads no excuſe concerning the dit. 
ficulty of things; and the more difficult 
they are, the more courage it has for un- 
dertaking them. 

Hence it is that ſome holy women, of 
whom Palladius ſpeaks, alter living a long 
time incloſed within four roofleſs walls, be- 
ing aſked how they had been able to bear 
ſo ſevere a priſon, anſwered that they 


were ſo charmed with the beauty of their 


ſpouſe, that they had little feeling of what 
they ſuffered for loving and pleaſing him. 
If worldlings knew the ſpiritual delights 
which God makes thoſe taſte who quit the 
world for him, they would have a great 
contempt for the pleaſures of the body: 
but becauſe this truth is comprehended 
much better by example than words, it is 
ſufficient to mention here, for giving a faint 
idea of the happineſs of the ſaints in this 
life, that they live more content in poverty 
and ſuffering, than worldly men do in the 
midſt of abundance and pleaſure; and that 


they would not change a ſingle moment of 


the pains which they endure with Chriſt, 
for all the joys in the world. 


IV. There are ſome perſons in the world, 


who are neither ſo irregular as to ſeek the 
conveniencies of life to the prejudice of 
their ſalvation, nor ſo fervent as to reſolve 
to leave all things with a deſign of pleaſing 
God: and although what we have ſaid does 
not regard them ſo directly as thoſe who 

| aſpire 
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aſpire to chriſtian perfection, yet it is cer- 
tain that they find in Chriſt's auſterity a 
great ſubject of conſolation for them, and 
powerful reaſons for loving him; for he 
has ſo much goodneſs towards us, that even 
when he walks before us, and gives us ſuch 
bright examples of the ſevereſt mortificati- 
on, he does not oblige us to practiſe it in 
that degree of perfection: and whilſt he 
refuſes Yimſelf all things in order to merit 
for us eternal bleſſings, he permits us the 


uſe of temporal conveniencies, provided they 


deſtroy not in us the love and obedience 
which we owe to him. Therefore altho' 
thoſe of whom we ſpeak ſtill allow great 
liberty to their ſenſes, if they frequent the 
lacraments, practiſe the virtues proper-for 
their ſtate, and prevent the care of the 
body from making them abandon that of 
the ſoul, God may raiſe up children to A 
braham from thoſe ſtones, roſes from thoſe 
thorns, and fruit from that barren ground. 

They have alſo a means of drawing down 
the mercy of God upon themſelves, which 
is to be confounded in his preſence, in com- 
paring their delicacy with the auſterity of 
their Saviour; to beg his pardon for their 
remiſsneſs, and grace to avoid whatever 
may deſtroy his love in them: for Chriſt 


loves us ſo affectionately, and eſteems the 


humility of heart ſo much, that our good 
deſires often make him excuſe our defects. 


v. 
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V. Our firſt father was condemned after 
his fin to eat his bread in the ſweat of his 
brow; that 1s, that he could not live but 
with an extreme pain, in labouring much, 
and reaping little, from a land which pro- 
duced him every where thorns and briars. 


Chriſt ſubmitted to the ſame law in all its 


rigor ; his life was a continual labour thro' 
the goodneſs he had for us; and he drew 
little profit from his labour becauſe of our 


malice : he ſowed the ſeeds of life in an 


ungrateful hand, which produced fruits of 
death and eternal damnation. 


2» 


TI SETS 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Cpriſt in the rigor of the ſeaſon wherein 
ww be was born. i 


| HY doſt thou not ſoften the hard- 


neſs of my heart, O divine tender- 


neſs! that I may love and adore the in- 
ventions of thy mercy! How canſt thou 
ſuffer my ſoul to remain cold and frozen in 
the midſt of ſo many flames which ſur- 
round it on every fide ? Permit not that 
fire, O Lord! which devours thee to be 
wholly employed in thyſelf, make ſome 
ſparks of it fly unto me, where it will find 
matter to exerciſe its activity upon; that 
is to ſay, a great deal of hardneſs to _ 

ty, 
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fy, many fins to deſtroy, and ſeveral im- 
perfections to conſume. I adore thee, O 
divine infant! I love thee with all my heart, 
O my ſovereign good ! Thou art great in 
every thing, always like thyſelf, and that 
little body of thine cannot conceal from us 
the abundance of thy riches; there is no- 
thing weak in thee, but what appears to 
human eyes. But what wilt thou do, O 
Lord! when that body is ſtronger and more 
capable of ſuffering, ſince at a time where- 
in it ought to be ſpared, thou treateſt it 
with ſo much rigor. I behold it trembling 
with cold, laid on the hard ground, though 


tender and delicate as it is, and thy provi- 


dence interferes not to ſoften the ſeaſon, 
or diminiſh its ſufferings ; the B. virgin is 
ſo poor, that ſhe ſcarcely has wherewith to 
cover thee; the ſtable is open to every 


wind ; there is no fire to warm thee; and 


nothing is to be ſeen in that place but an 
extreme poverty, and a general privation 
of all manner of conveniencies. 5 

II. Thou leaveſt not thy work imper- 
fect, O divine Saviour! after having com- 


menced thy life by ſuffering, thou continu- 


eſt and finiſneſt it in the ſame manner. 
Thou always lovedſt auſterity which we ſo 
much hate. For how many times has the 
riſing ſun found thee with eyes livid, and 
countenance pale, through the coldneſs of 


che night? How many times have thy hair 
and cloaths been ſoaked with the rain and 


dew ? 
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dew? And how many times has thy moſt 
pate body been bathed with ſweat in thy 
abours and journeys? Thou kneweſt, in 
creating the world, and diſpoſing the ſea- 
ſons, that thou ſhouldſt one day feel the 
rigor of winter, the heat of ſummer, and 


the inconvenience of the winds; thou waſt | 


pleaſed, as one may ſay, very ſoon to en- 
Joy thy work, by ſuffering at the moment 
of thy birth, the rigor of a very cold night; 
and thou haſt expreſſed for thoſe ſufferings 
which thou preparedſt for thyſelf, the ſame 
taſte and eagerneſs which worldly men, have 
for enjoying the gardens and houſes which 
they have built. | 

III. O charitable father of our ſouls! O 
maſter of the pure and eternal truth ! 0 
faithful companion of poor ſinners ! how 
remote art thou from thoſe who perform 
nothing of what they command others 
thou ſpeakeſt not as yet, and thy works 
already ſpeak for thee. Thou ſeeſt I ſpend 
my time in flattering this miſerable body of 


mine, that I am wholly taken up with ex- 


terior cares, even ſo far as to forget interi- 
or things, that I obey the deſires of the 


| fleſh even with the danger of loſing thee, 


and that I live in the arms of fo formida- 
ble an enemy, without refuſing it any 
thing of what it defires. I know by my 


own experience how unprofitable all the en-, 
deavours are which I ule for ſatisfying it; 


the more I give it, the more it requires of 
me; 
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me; the more I ſpare it, the more untrac- 
tible it is; and in order to recompenſe me 
for my complacency to it, it ſeparates me 
from thee, O my ſovereign felicity ! it a- 
baſes my foal to every thing that is moſt 
groſs and unworthy of it; and it cannot 
ſuffer me to ſerve thee in prejudice of its 
own pleaſures. _ 

How many reaſons have I here to * 


wail and deplore my own miſery ! thou 


ſeeſt the depth of it, O Lord! have mercy 
on me, and chaſtiſe me not in thy wrath 
thou alone knoweſt my interior ſtate, and 
the evils which the ſlavery of this body oc- 
caſions my ſoul to ſuffer. Altho' I ſhould 
weep all my life, there would ſtill remain 
a thouſand things to be wept for ; and what 
pardon ſoever thy goodneſs grants me for 
the paſt, I have always reaſon to tremble 
for the future. 

IV. Aſſiſt me therefore, O Lord againſt 


myſelf: thou knoweſt what I have to fear, 


tor having given to the care of my body 
the time I ought to have employed in thy 
ſervice; and how I ought to bluſh for the 
remiſsneſs wherewith I have ſought thee, 
when thou preventedſt me with thy grace : 
for have I ever done as much for thee, O 
divine Jeſus! as worldlings are wont to do 
for their bodies ? They obſerve no bounds 
in the luxury of cloaths, magnificence of 


houſes, and fearch, of conveniencies ; they 
grudge no expence for removing every 
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thing from them that might give them pain; 
they refuſe nothing to their carnality, whilſt 
the poor, the widow, the orphan, and thy 
altars, O'my God! are neglected, and want 
the moſt neceſſary things; and as for me 
when I return to thee, drawn by thy grace, 


and when thou comeſt into my ſoul, what 


à. reception do I give thee, what an abode 
do I there prepare for thee ?. with what pu- 
rity do I receive thee therein, O infinite 
goodneſs? ſo patient in bearing with me, 
and ſo eaſy in pardoning me. 

Although one fingle moment of thoſe 
divine ſweetneſſes which thou makeſt them 


feel that love thee, be infinitely more pre- Þ 


cious than all worldly delights, yet the 
men of the world take a great deal more 
pains for thoſe falſe pleaſures, than I do for 
the true ones; my ſoul is ſo penetrated 
with ſorrow and confuſion for it before 
thee, O my God! that it is only capable 
of a profound ſilence : have mercy on thy 
Poor creature, for whom thou haſt ſo much 
goodneſs. I labour continually for my bo- 
dy, and ſcarce do any thing for thee ; my 
miſeries are proportioned to my wicked 
heart, which 1s as great fer evil, as it is 
Amall and contracted for good: but the 
_ greatneſs of thine, O Lord! appears in fut- 
tering for me, in loving and pardoning me, 
in taking no notice of my fins, and in ac- 
commodating thyſelf to my weakneſs: for 
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thou obligeſt me not to do every thing thou 
doſt; thou permitteſt me to take a mode- 


rate care of my body, and _ requir- 


eſt me to love thee. 


V. O when will the time come wherein 


the ardor of my love ſhall ſupply the 1an- 
guor of my body? O divine love! that 
canſt do all things, make thyſelf the maſ- 
ter of my heart, and work thy wonders 
therein. Give me, O Lord! an abſolute 
empire over my body; and if I cannot ſuf- 
fer ſo much in my fleſh as thou ſuffereſt in 


thine, inſpire me with ſo inſatiable a hunger 


after juſtice, that I may at leaſt have the 


| defire of doing much for thee, whilſt thou 


doſt much for me. Take from me all ſu- 


perfluity, and teach me to give my enemy 


only what is neceſſary: turn all my thoughts 
towards thyſelf, ſince they are profitably 
employed on nothing but thee : take thou 
care of what concerns me, that there may no 
further care remain to me than that of lov- 
ing and pleaſing thee. What can I deſire 
beſides thee, O my : ſovereign good! and 
what ſhall be wanting to me if 1 am happy 
enough to poſſefs thee? O loſt years! O 
life ill — ed as that which J have ſpent 
at a diſtance from thee! Thou art the only 
repoſe of my ſoul, the true remedy of my 


evils, and my ſure remedy in all my pains; | 


why then art thou not ſufficient -for me? 
Open this heart, ſound the depth of its 
corruption, and heall its inveterate wounds: 
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for. in fine, O Lord! ſuch as I am, I am 


chine; and ſince I am already thine by 
Juſtice, make me alſo ſuch by love. 


VI. But permit me to aſk thee here what 


torments thee moſt, whether the cold occa- 
fioned thee by the ſeaſon, or that which thou 


beholdeſt in my ſoul ? Every thing ſpeaks | 


in thee, O Lord! teach me to hear and o- 
bey thee. I plainly perceive that thou en- 
dureſt the rigors of winter for expiating my 
delicacies, and that thou endureſt them 
joyfully to pierce this tepid heart with the 
darts of thy charity. Alas! what will be- 
come of me, O infinite mercy! I do not 


remember to have ſpent ſo much 'as one | 


hour of my life in the fervour of thy love. 
Thou ſuffereſt cold and heat, as a traveller 
does who hopes to refreſh himſelf when he 
is arrived at his own home; and when thou 
comeſt into my heart, to repoſe therein as 
in thy own houſe, thou wouldſt gladly find 
in it affection, ſweetneſs, and peace. O 
that I always received thee with a pure 
dove | that I ſhould never reject thee by my 
tepidity ! 

Thou doft noting, 0 my God! but 
What thou doſt for me; thou haſt crea- 
ted me for thyſelf, and haſt given me a 
heart which cannot find its tepoſe in any 
thing but thee ; thou wilt be the center of 
my deſires, and it ſeems thou haſt put me 


in this place of baniſhment only to make i 


me ſigh after thee. But ſince thou ory 
ef 
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eſt me to ſupport the fatigues of this life, 


in view of the end whereat I am to arrive; 


ermit me not, as a traveller paſſing over 


a dry and barren country, to ſtay by the 


way. Ah, Lord! thou preventeſt my de- 


fires; I already feel thy preſence, and find 


thee within me ; comfort therefore my de- 
jected ſoul, fortify it, and tell it thyſelf 


that thou art its ſalvation and ſovereign 


happineſs. 


It I ſeek thee at any time without find- 


ing thee, and it thou delayeſt to come to 
me; it is that I may deſire thee more ar- 
dently, and have a better reliſh of the 


ſweetneſs of thy preſence afterwards: for 
thou wilt eſtabliſh in me, thy abode, thy 
repoſe, and thy delight. If thou findeſt 


my heart frozen againſt - thee, or poſſeſſed 


with another love, thou art deeply concern- 
ed thereat : but when the place is vacant, 
or ready to receive thee, thou thinkeſt thy- 


ſelf well recompenſed for all thy ſufferings. 


How many times haſt thou knocked at the 


door of this heart, and I have not opened 


it to thee, O eternal beauty! How many 
times have I baniſhed thee from thence af- 


ter having received thee ? How many times 


have I choſe rather to loſe myſelf, than to 
poſſeſs thee ? Why do I live, O my God! : 


if I live not for. thee? Put an end to my 


miſery, O Lord! and ſince, in ſpite of all 
79 pulls, thou ſtill trieſt to enter into 
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my ſoul, grant that thou mayſt be received 


therein, and never depart from thence. 
VII. Come, my hope and falvation ! 
drive out thoſe uſurpers who have taken 
poBefſion of thy houſe, kindle therein the 
' fire of thy love, ſhut it up againſt every 
other but thyſelf, and ſuffer nothing to go 
into it — thy will. Eſpecially, O Lord! 


be diffident of me; for thou knoweſt that 


in thy preſence I am always rich in pro- 
mules and defires; and that out of it I be- 
come remiſs in thy love, and flow to exe- 
cute what I have promiſed thee. Do thy 
work, O Lord! in fpite of my reſiſtance; 
for I can have no good but what comes from 
thee. Let not the deſigns of thy goodneſs 


be traverſed by my malice ; re-eſtabliſh 
what is deſtroyed, reſtore me what I have 


loſt, glority thyſelf in thy creature, reign 
in chy own kingdom, dwell in thy own 
houſe, and never permit me to be ſeparated 
from thee, who art my God and ſovereign, 
felicity. 

VIII. Thou didſt condemn Adam to cat 
his bread in the ſweat of his brow, and of- 
ten to gather nothing but thorns, where he 
had fown good grain: and thou, O my 
God who art the new Adam, our true fa- 
ther, and who haſt no ſweeter food than 
the love of our hearts, although thou knew- 
eſt they would produce thee thorns, yet 
thou haſt not ceaſed to ſow the ſeeds of e- 


ternal bleſſings therein. Thereby thou haſt 


under- 
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undergone the puniſhment of our: firſt fa- 


ther, with this difference, that he ſuffered 
for his own fin, and thou ſufferedſt for 


mine. 


But, O Lord! what advantage. canſt 


thou draw from our love? Pardon me, O 


my God! I defire perhaps to know too 


much, and it is enough for me to be aſ- 
fured that thou deſireſt to be loved. It thou 


requireſt nothing elſe from me, why do I 


not love thee ? Thou beſtoweſt a great fa- 


vour on me by loving me, thou granteſt 
me a great one by deſiring me to love thee; 
and I know not which of the two is the 
moſt advantageous for me. O love! that 


loveſt ſo tenderly, and forgetteſt nothing 


for making thyſelf be loved, what hinders 
thee from accompliſhing what thou defireſt * 
How can I love thee without thee ? Thou 


commandeſt me to love thee, give me what 
thou commandeſt me, and command me 


what thou pleaſeſt. Burn the briars and 
thorns which choak in my ſoul the good 
grain thou ſoweſt therein ; open this earth- 
ly heart, plant thy divine love in it, warm 


its tepidity, and poſſeſs it entirely; but o- 
pen thy treaſures at the ſame time, O eter- 


nal love | for thou canſt do. whatever thou 
W 


O mother of God! moſt pure abode of 
che word incarnate, you who have received 
him within yourſelf after ſo gracious a man- 
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ner, obtain of him for me what he requires 
of me, ſince you know there is no ſalvation 
for me but in him alone. Bleſſed ſpirits, 
citizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem, moſt 
pure hearts wherein God repoſes for ever, 
remember that you were once as we are now 
travellers on earth, caſt your eyes upon the 
dangers to which we are expoſed, and be- 
ſeech the Lord that I may one day become 
his abode for all eternity. . | 
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VII. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 


FG eee on. 


IHRIST was pleaſed; ſoori 5 his 
birth, to begin the ſhedding of his 
bod ; and to give us, as one may ſay, the 
firſt-fruits of that which he was to {pill in 
abundance for our remedy. Therefore on 
the eighth day of his lite, according to the 
command which God had given of old to 
Abraham, he ſubmitted himſelf to that law 
whereof he was the author, though he had 
ſeveral reaſons for diſpenſing himſelf there- 
from. For, in the firſt place, it had been 
eſtabliſhed as a public proteſtation of the 
faith of the Maſſias, whom the [/raelites ex- 


pected. + Now Chriſt — himſelf this pro- 
| mited 
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miſed and expected Maſſias, he could not 
expect another, nor conſequently be obliged 
to ſhew by circumciſion the faith and hope 
he had in him. 1 | 

Secondly, it was the mark of the cove- 
nant which God had made with Abraham, 
whereby he had engaged himſelf to ac- 
knowledge J/aac's poſterity for his people, 
and they were to have no other God but 
the God of Abraham and Tſaac ; the other 
nations having been rejected becauſe of 
their idolatry. But Chriſt, that good ſhep- 
herd, being come to reunite all the nations 
of the world without diſtinction in one and 
the ſame fold, and to ſave all men who 
ſhould live and die in his faith and love ; he 
needed not to bear the character of a con- 
tract which he was to change afterwards, 
in order to extend it to all nations. 

Thirdly, the circumciſion of the body 
obliged the Iſraelites to cut off the hard- 
neſs of their hearts, and all affections con- 
trary to the love and law of God. But 
Chriſt being of an infinite purity, and 
coming to purity the world, had nothing 


to cut off in himſelf, ſo that command re- 


garded not him. 


Fourtlily, as it was a ſacrament of the 


old law, whereby, in making profeſſion of 
believing and hoping in the Maſſias who 
was to come, they were delivered from ori- 
ginal ſin; ſo that ſacrament ſuppoſed the ſin 


whereof it was the remedy : but our Savi- 
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his example, this ſo unreaſonable and un- 
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our, being the author of grace, the remiſſi- 
on of fins, the lamb of God who takes a- 
way the ſins of the world, and conſequent- 
ly impeccable both as God and as man, 
was no leſs exempt from the obligation of 


bearing that character of a ſinner, than he 


was remote from all ſin; and it was an ex- 
treme humility in him, to vouchſafe to ſub- 


1 ject himſelf to a law, eſtabliſhed for heal- 


ing an evil ſo incompatible witli his ſanc- 
—_.- N 

II. The divine love, which finds no ob- 
ſtacle invincible, was pleaſed to ſhew the 
greatneſs of its power, by ſubmitting God 
himſelt to a law ſo unworthy of his majeſ- 
ty. God is ſo great that he cannot increaſe; 
and his greatneſs appears leſs in doing great 
things, than in abaſing himſelf to little 
ones. Therefore Chriſt has teſtified a great- 
er love to us by ſubjecting himſelf to our 
miſeries, and to the humbling actions of 
our humanity, than by working the won- 


ders of his power. This ought to confound 


a certain kind of pride fo common among 


the children of the age, who are not afraid 


of committing moſt grievous ſins in the 
ſight of God, and fear to pals for ſinners 
before men. Hence it comes, as St. Ber- 
nard lays, (Serm. I. de circum.) that they 
have no ſhame for the evils of their ſoul, 
but have it for the remedy which can cure 
them. Chriſt deſiring to deſtroy in us, by 


juſt 
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juſt inclination, obſerves a quite contrary” 
conduct: for though there is nothing in 
him but truth, purity, and ſanctity; yet 
he conceals all theſe perfections under the 
appearance of ſin : he is circumciſed, as if 
he was a finner; and he takes the remedy 
of an evil which he has not, to teach us 
that he cannot be confounded, who. paſſes: 
for a ſinner, and is not ſo; but that he who 
is a ſinner, and appears not ſuch, is always- 
contemptible in the ſight of God.. 

TH. It appears that we owe a particular 
acknowledgment to Chriſt for having borne 
che pain and character of a ſinner in his cir- 
cumciſion; for in the other myſteries of 
bis life and death, there always ſhone, thro” 
the appearance of ſin, ſome ray of the ma- 
jeſty which was hidden in him. When he 
was born weeping and ſhivering with cold, 
like the other children of Adam; the an- 
gels, the ſhepherds, and the wiſe men came 

to adore him. When he was preſented in: 
the temple as a ſinner, the holy old man 
Simeon; and Anna the propheteſs, publiſh- 
ed his divinity. When he was pleaſed to- 
be baptiſed in Jordan with ſi inners, the H. 
Ghoſt who appeared upon him in the form: 
of a dove, the voice of the eternal father 
which was heard, and St. Joby who bap- 
tiſed him, declared that he was the ſon of 
God. When he ſuffered himſelf to be 
tempted in the deſart, the angels came to 


lerve him as their Lord and maſter,- And: 
when. 
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when he was weakened and oppreſſed with 
fatigues, his miracles manifeſted his power. 


When he permitted himſelf to be ſeized 
in the garden of Olives, he by one word 
_ overthrew thoſe that were come to take him. 
When he was faſtened to the croſs between 
two thieves, the ſun which was darkened, 
the earth which quaked, the loud cry which 
he himſelf ſent forth at his expiring, the 
centurion who confeſſed him, and the veil 
of the temple which was rent, gave all ſo 
clear a teſtimony of his divinity, that even 
thoſe who had crucified him returned from 
thence ſtriking their breaſts, and acknow- 
ledging that he was truly the ſon of God. 
And ſo in all the occaſions wherein he had 
appeared as a ſinner, there was always 
ſomething that diſcovered his divinity. 
There is only his (circumciſion wherein 
he ſeems to have. forgot himſelf. There 
appears in it neither angels, nor miracles, 
which can diſcover what he is; becauſe he 
was pleaſed at that time to taſte in its whole 
extent the pleaſure he had in ſeeing himſelf 
Itke us, and to oblige us thereby to become 
like him ; and though he afterwards endured 
greater pains, this ought not to be leſs 
precious to us, ſince he ſubjected himſelf 
thereto for love of us, ſo far as entirely to 
forget his own greatnels. _ 
IV. Though (circumciſion had had no 
other pain than that of the fleſh, Chriſt 
would have ſubmitted himſelf thereto for 


that 
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that only reaſon : for he came into the worid 
with ſo great a deſire of fuffering, that it 
was not eaſy for him to moderate himſelf, 
nor to confine himſelf to ſuffer only what 
other children ſuffer, Nevertheleſs that 
pain muſt have been very ſenſible, becauſe 
circumciſion was made with a knife of 
ſtone, according. as Moſes's wife had prac- 
tiſed it in regard of her children, and as 
God had commanded it to Jeſua for all the 
people, before they ſhould enter into the 
land of promiſe. Common children ſuf- 
fered it without knowledge, which dimi- 
niſned their ſenſe of it; but Chriſt, who 
| had at that time his perfect reaſon, felt in 
a lively manner the pain of that wound, 
and ſhed that little blood with the ſame 
loye, which made him pour it out upon 
the croſs even to the laſt drop. a 

V. God had ordained in the old law, 
that the firſt-fruits of the product of the 
earth ſhould be offered him: and becauſe 
his ſon was to be born in ſo great a pover- 
ty, that he ſhould have 1 his own, 
not even a place where to lay his head, the 
eternal father required the firſt- fruits of the 
blood of that well- beloved fon ; our Savi- 
our ſubmitted himſelf joyfully thereto, and 
nothing could hinder him from ſuffering - 
for us in ſo tender an age: for on the 
eighth day of his life he gave us the firſt 
drops of his blood, which was all entirely 

= 
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to be ſhed upon the croſs, and to flow allo 


after his death by the opening of his ſide. 
Behold what Chriſt has done for thoſe 


who pals their firſt years in ignorance, their 
youth in diſorder, and the reſt of their life 
in a ſhameful attachment to their bodies. 
O what great ſubjects of confuſion would 
a man, enlightened by the divine light, 
diſcover here, for having fo ill requited Je- 


ſus Chriſt, who ſpent no day of his life 


without labouring for our ſalvation, and 


expreſſing his love to us. 

I. It is not without reaſon that our Sa- 
viour was pleaſed our ſalvation ſhould coft 
him ſo dear: his deſign was to make us 


comprehend how much more he eſteemed 


us than every thing elſe which he had cre- 


ated: The creation of man coſt him no 


more than that of an emmet; he made all 
things by the ſole motion of his will, with- 
out care or labour; and he would have 


been but little concerned at the loſs of other 


creatures: therefore, if. he has done and 
ſuffered ſo much for preventing that of 
man, it was that we might be ſenſible how 
much he loved us; and if our creation 
was ſo eaſy to him, our redemption coſt. 


him infinitely dear. Tis for this reaſon 


that St. Paul affirms we are obliged to ſa- 
eriſice our bodies and ſouls to his ſervice, 
becauſe we have been bought with a great 
price, (1 Cor, vi. 20.) It 1s true he could, 


if. he had pleaſed, have redeemed K 8 
a cls: 
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leſs : but what was ſufficient for our ſalva- 
tion, was not ſufficient. for his love; and: 
nothing leſs was requiſite for ſatisfying it, 
than. a. laborious life finiſhed by the death. 
of the croſs. 

St. Cyprian adds, that God was not wil- 
ling to redeem us at a ſmall expence, leſt 


the facility of the remedy- might augment. 
our liberty of ſinning : for we are fo incli- 


ned to evil, that if Chriſt had ſuffered leſs 
for delivering us from thence, we ſhould. 
not have ſufficiently comprehended the dan- 


ger which fin draws us into; and if after 
every- thing our Saviour has endured, we 


till ſin with ſo great a facility, what ſhould 


we have done if he had not ſhewn us, by 


the greatneſs of his labours and ſufferings, 


how much he hated fin? Let every one 


therefore examine what the diſpoſition of 


his heart is, in regard of ſo many diſorders: 
committed without ſhame or caution, con- 
ſidering at the ſame time that our Saviour 
did rot ſpare his infancy; and that a death 
full of ſorrows and reproaches was neceſſa- 
ry for ſatisfying his defire of our ſalvation. 


VII. Children had their names given 


chem in cireumciſion: for this reaſon Chriſt | 


was pleaſed that his holy name, which ſig- 
nifies a Saviour, ſhould be written, as one 
may ſay, upon his fleſh, with that very 


| blood which he was one day to ſhed for our 


falvation. St. Bernard affirms, in confor- 


mity to the IE {cripture, chat this name 


WAS. 
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was not given him then for the firſt time, 


but that he had brought it with him from 


heaven, and it was only declared in circum- 


ciſion; becauſe Chriſt being eſſentially the 
ſalvation of the world, he was to bring at 
his birth a name conformable to what he 
was. Men commonly bear names which a- 
gree not with them, ſince they are not truly 
what, thoſe names ſignify. The names of 
riches, treaſure, majeſty, greatneſs, and ex- 
cellency cannot ſuit thoſe to whom they arc 
given, becauſe they have not really thoſe 
qualities : but Chriſt is the true ſalvation of 
our ſouls, he has by his own nature every 
thing that the name of Jeſus ſignifies, and 
was pleaſed that this name ſhould be pub. 
liſhed on the firſt day of his ſhedding that 
precious liquor, which was to be the cure 


of all our wounds. 


VIII. The prophet Jaiah (viii. 24-4, 6.) 
had given him the names, Haſty to take a- 


way the ſpoils, Emmanuel, Admirable, Coun- 


ſellor, God, Strong, Father of the world io 


come, Prince of peace, and ſeveral others 
which are all included in the name of Jeſus, 
and are only explanations of it. For in or- 
der to be truly a Saviour, he ought to be 
earneſt in drawing ſouls from the power of 
the devil, from the tyranny of fin, and 
from the darkneſs of blindneſs ; he ought 
to be a God converſing with men, the maſ- 
ter and author of an admirable doctrine for 


diſſpating all our errors ; he ought to make 
peace 
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eace betwixt heaven and earth, to be the 
tather of eternal life, to open the gates of 
heaven, and to reign with the elect in all 


future ages. 
IX. The ſon of God has expreſſed much 


more love to us, by taking 

we can imagine. God was pleaſed of old 
to be called the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, his faithful friends, that he might 
honour them thereby, and in them all their 
poſterity: but the ſon of God ſeeing he had 


| ſcarce any friends left in the world, took 
his name from his own enemies, whom he 
deſigned to gain to his friendſhip; and in 


the ſame manner as God honoured ſome of 


his ſervants, by joining their name to his, 
our Lord was pleaſed alſo to honour all 


men, and to regard them as his friends, 


how great ſinners ſoever they were, by caul- 


ing himſelf to be called their Saviour. 


: Moſes can no longer glory in being the only 


friend of God, becauſe he beheld him face 


to face; nor all the patriarchs, becauſe they 


treated familiarly with him; God has grant- 
ed-us a much greater favour, when he vouch- 


lated, to clothe himſelf with our nature, to 
Ive as a {inner amongſt us, to die between 


two ſinners, and to be called our; Saviour 
in heaven and on earth. His name 1s there- 


by becoine terrible to hell, glorious in 


the world, adorable in heaven, ſweet to the 


juſt; ſalutary to-ſinners, our ſafety in dan- 
gers, our reſt in labour, our help in need, 


our 


g this name, than 
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our hope in this pilgrimage, our ſupport 
in fear, our comfort in ſadneſs, the. ſource 
of all our bleſſings, and the remedy of all 
our evils. | | 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in his circumcifion. 


\ TOW is the moment, O divine Jeſus! 
wherein thou art going to begin to 


latisfy the deſire thou burneſt with of ſhed- 
ding thy blood for finners. Make me en- 


ter into that furnace of love, that I may 
behold therein the fire which conſumes 
thee, and the carneſtneſs wherewith thou 


expecteſt thoſe firſt pains which thou art 
to ſuffer for us. I owe thee no leſs, O 


Lord! for the love and joy thy heart feels 
on that account, than for the puniſhment. 


thou endureſt, andthe profit I receive from 


thence, Where can we find, O my God! 
a love like thine? O that my heart was go- 
ing to thee, as thou art coming to me! 
But, alas! I have delayed my converſion 
ſo long, I am always remiſs in thy ſervice ; 
and eight days appear ſo many years to 
thee through impatience of ſuffering for 
me, and of giving me the firſt-fruits of 
thy blood. Here thou employeſt neither 
violence, law, nor threats, for bringing me 
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to thee ; and though the law of circumci- 


fron belongs not to thee, yet thou ſubmit- 
teſt to it, becauſe it is a law of ſuffering, 


that thou mayſt ſhew me that law of love 


which renders thee the victim of ſinners. 
II. Break thou with love, O my heart! 
for a God ſo full of goodneſs; be thou o- 


pened, and dilated, that I may receive him. 


Thou findeſt nothing difficult, O my God! 


when thou art to expreſs thy love to me: 


the tenderneſs of thy age, the greatneſs of 


thy majeſty, and the ſeverity of a law which 


was not made for thee, prevent thee not 
from doing it. The greater, more indepen- 


dent, and abſolute thou art in thyſelf, the 


more amiable thou appeareſt to me in hum- 


bling thyſelf for me. Thy love is the only 
law thou followeſt ; thou doſt every thing. 
becauſe thou loveſt ; and thou ſuffereſt, be- 
cauſe thou loveſt. But, Lord ! who is he 
whom thou loveſt? Thou ſeeſt nothing in 


me that is worthy of thy love, unleſs my 


ſins draw down thy compaſſion, and give 
thee reaſon to ſhew the infinite treaſures of 


thy mercy towards the greatneſs of my mi- 


ſery. | 
III. It was not enough for thy love to be- 
come man, to be born an infant, poor, 
weeping, and ſubject to our miſeries ; thou 
wouldſt allo appear a ſinner, and receive 
in thy moſt pure fleſh the remedy. of fin, 
though ſin be ſo remote from thee, that if 
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thou wert capable of ſinning, thou wouldſt 
not be what thou art. 

But if thou haſt ſuch an abhorrence of 
ſin, how canſt thou conſent to paſs for. a 
ſinner? It is the uglineſs of ſin which ren- 
ders hell ſo dreadful; it is the ſtain which 
it makes in our ſouls that cauſes us to loſe 
heaven, and renders us the objects of thy 
hatred. Whence comes it then, O my 


God! that being holineſs itſelf, thou ſuf- 


fereſt, and ſcekeſt the form of a ſinner, not 
only by being born in the fleſh of Adam, 
the firſt of all ſinners; but alſo by ſub- 
mitting thyſelf to a remedy which thou or- 
dainedſt only for the expiation of ſins. Thou 


wouldſt be circumciſed, though thou inſti- | 


tutedſt that ſacrament only that ſinners in 
receiving it. might. declare their faith in 
thee, and obtain by that acknowledgment 
the remiſſion of original ſin. It was thy 


will that their roteſtation ſhould. be made 


by ſhedding of blood, becauſe thou hadſt 
not yet ſhed thine. But thou, O infinite 
purity! who art the true Meſſias, by the 
faith and love of whom we are ſaved; who 
art thyſelf the ſalvation of ſinners, what 
need hadſt thou of the remedy of fin? 1 
love thee, O infinite love! I adore thee, Q 
immenſe goodneſs! and I bleſs the incom- 
rehenſible deſigns of thy eternal wiſdom. 

IV. Thou hateſt ſin, but loveſt the 6n- 

ner; and thou vouchſafeſt to ſuffer his pu- 


niſhment, though thou haſt no ſhare in his 
fault. 
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fault. Thou haſt taken my ſins upon thy? 
ſelf, that thou mightſt incur the chaſtiſe- 
ment which I deſerved, and thou haſt more 
regard therein to my remedy than to thy 
own glory. Thou art ſo high, O my God! 
that no evil can reach unto thee; ſo pure, 
that fin cannot defile thee; and fo holy, 
that the figure of fin cannot hurt thee : 
but though it be infinitely diſtant from thee, 

et nevertheleſs thou haſt taken it upon 
thee. What haſt thou found in me, O infi- 
nite love ! to love me to that degree? As 
thou haſt done all things for thyſelf, *tis 
for thyſelf alſo that thou loveſt with fo 
much exceſs: it is for thy own ſatisfaction 
that thou deſcendeſt to what is moſt abject 
and humbling : thou wilt appear what thou 
canſt not be, that beholding thee become 
like me by love, I may comprehend what 
thou art, and how much I ought to love 
mee. „„ 
V. O God of love! who penetrateſt the 
bottom of my ſoul, how many labours did 
it behove thee to ſuffer for enlightening 
ſuch profound darkneſs, for humbling ſuch 
a fooliſh pride, and for making me return 
into the good way? When I ſee thee fo 


great on one hand, and humbled on the o- 


ther, even to my low condition; then it is 
I comprehend that neither leſs power, ſanc- 
tity, nor love, were neceſſary for raiſing 
me up 'and healing me. Enlighten my 
eyes, that I may behold myſelf in thee, O 
a mirror 
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mirror of divine goodneſs | that in ſeeing 
thee I may humble myſelf, in humbling 
myſelf I may pleaſe thee, and in Rh 
thee I may obtain a new light, which may 
diſcover to me that my happineſs conſiſts 
in being wholly poſſeſt with thee, as thou 
art wholly ſacrificed for me. 

If it be a great mark of love in thee to 
be willing to appear a ſinner, though thou 
canſt not be ſo; is it not an inſupportable 
pride in me to be willing to be a ſinner, 
and to be unwilling to appear ſuch; to 
love my wounds, and to be aſhamed of their 
cure; to be deſtitute of every virtue, and 
to wiſh that people would think me virtu- 
ous? Deſtroy in me, O Lord! all theſe 
contradictions. I cannot deny but fin is 
ſhameful, ſince I bluſh to appear a ſinner ; 
and yet I am as earneſt in committing it 
as if it was honourable. I am aſhamed to 
be puniſhed, leſt I ſhould paſs for a wicked 
perſon; and I am ſatisfied with myſelf 
when, by offending thee, I accompliſh my 
own will. I am ready to recover with my 
blood the honour people deprive me ot, 
when they ſay of me what I really am; and 


my greateſt care is to be in effect, what! 


cannot bear to be called by others. O 
ſtrange blindneſs! O deplorable diſorder 
I love the evil which deſtroys me, and [ 
hate the acknowledgment of it which would 
heal me. I give way to the love of in, 


that I may tafte the pleaſure of it; and I 


feel 
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Contemplation en VII. ſuffering. 167 
feel the hatred thereof only becauſe I fear 
its remedy. There is as much evil in hati. 
{in thus as in loving it: for I love it in ander 
to commit it always, and J hate it in order 
to love it longer. | 5 IR 

VI. This diforder produces another, 
which is no leſs unreaſonable. I believe 
with a firm faith that thou art my ſovereign 
Lord, and that thou beholdeſt me. I know 
by experience that men who 'ſee me are 
weak and miſerable. I am perſuaded that 
I may be condemned to an eternal puniſh- 
ment by thy ever equitable judgment, and 
that the judgment of men, how unjuſt ſo- 
ever it may be, cannot hurt me but for a 
ſhort time. I know that I am truly what 
Iam in thy ſight, and not what I appear 
to the eyes of men. I know alſo that I can- 
not make myſelf better than I am: and with 
all theſe knowledges I bluſh not, O my 
God! to be in thy ſight what Jam; and I 
ſeek to appear before men what I am not, 
againſt the very teſtimony of my own con- 
(ciehee, | 

I cannot however conceal from myſelf 
the corruption of my own heart, though I 
let others ſee nothing but a plain and regu- 
lar exterior: I affect ways full of chaſtity, 
and am full of impure deſires; I deſire 
to be thought humble and modeſt, whilſt 
a ſecret pride rules over me; I hide under 
the maſk of a holy and diſintereſted zeal, 
| an unmeaſurable ambition; in fine I cover 
If | | my 
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my vices with the appearance of virtues 
and all theſe wounds are ſo much the more 
incurable as they ſeem to be healed, 

I ſpeak not here of that deplorable time, 
when I was abandoned to vice and my ir- 
regular inclinations, ſo far as to have no 
longer any ſhame of ſin, and to make a 
Jeſt of thoſe who quitted it; when I glori- 
ed in my miſeries, and did myſelf an ho- 
nour by my infamy: I was deaf to the 
truth which condemned my deluſions, re- 
bellious to the light which illuminated my 
blindneſs, and without fear or reſpect for 
every thing that could retain me in my du- 


ty. If I was at any time obliged, in qua- 


lity of a chriſtian, to have recourſe to ſa- 
cred remedies, I did not pluck up the root 
of evil from my heart, J left the principles 
of perdition therein, and was ſo miſerable 
that I loved the earth better than the ſalva- 
tion of my ſoul. c | 
VII. O divine patience! who knoweſt 
all the miſeries I confeſs before thee, who 
haſt them preſent when thou ſuffereſt for 
me, and who already prepareſt thyſelf to 
bear with me, to expect me, and to receive 
me: it would-ſeem thou deſpaireſt of ever 
ſeeing me conſent to the cure of my evils; 
and leſt they ſhould occaſion my death, 
thou takeſt already the remedy of them. 
What love, what acknowledgment do I not 
owe thee? Let my foul! O Lord! be ab- 


ſorbed in the ocean of thy mercies : but 


how 
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how ſhall I do, fince it is already plunged 
in the abyſs of its miſeries ? Nothing ftrikes 
thy. ears more quickly than the voice of my 
fins: moved by ſuch cries, thou formerly 
deſtroyedſt whole towns and nations, and 
didſt precipitate millions of ſinners into hell; 
but now, O my God! thou delivereft us, 
thou takeſt upon thee the puniſhment we 


have deſerved, thou lookeſt upon us with 


goodneſs, thou pardoneſt us with mercy, 


thou helpeſt us with love, and thou uniteſt | 


us to thyſelf ſo far as to be cloathed with 
our nature, that we might be ſaved by thy 
8 | 

Is it poſſible O divine Jeſus! that thou art 
puniſhed for me, and that I ſhould ſtill re- 
main guilty ? O paternal bowels! have mer- 
cy on this prodigal child. -O divine purity ! 
heal this leper. O eternal life! raiſe up this 
dead body. Let a drop of that precious 
blood fall upon me, that all thy creatures 
may glorify thee, in beholding in thee, by 
my converſion, ſo great a power concealed 
under ſo much weakneſs; and that they 
may know that notwithſtanding thou ap- 
peareſt a ſinner, thou canſt change ſinners 
into ſaints, and make the pooreſt and moſt 
miſerable become in thee the richeſt and 
moſt happy. Sanctify us exceedingly, O 
Lord] becauſe thou ſuffereſt and loveſt 
much: Thou haſt ſaid that many fins are 
forgiven to one that loves much, (Luke vii. 


| 47.) Since thou ſuffereſt ſo rigorous a pu- 
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niſhment to make me feel the ſweetneſs of 
thy love, infufe that love fo abundantly in- 
to my heart, that all my ſins may be par- 
doned. | 
VIII. No, Lord! thou wouldſt not have 
taken the name of Jeſus with ſo much pain, 
and in ſhedding thy blood, if thou wert 
deaf to the voice of my miſery: thou 
wouldſt, even before thy birth, have an an- 
gel declare that thou ſhouldſt be called Je- 
ſas, becauſe thou waſt to forgive ſins. Be- 
hold here a ſinner at thy feet, O my Savi- 
our! If thou ſuffereſt on the eighth day of 
thy life, that thou mighteſt be able to ſuffer 


longer, and if thou already takeſt the name 
of 7eſus, that thou mighteſt labour imme- 


diately in our falvation, begin with me, O 
amiable Jeſus! I will no longer aſk thee 
any thing, thou knoweſt the neceſſities of 

my ſoul, do what thou pleaſeſt, thy holy 
name is ſufficient for me, with it I will go 
whitherſoever thou wilt ; I will write it up- 
on my eyes, upon my ears, upon all my 
Jenſes, and in my heart : I ſhall thereby be 
formidable to hell, terrible to the devils, 
known to heaven, and thou thyſelf wilt ac- 
knowledge me by this mark. Thou wouldſt 
not be my Saviour, if I were not a ſinner, 
and I cannot be a ſinner unleſs thou art my 
Saviour; for what means Jeſus, but a Sa- 
viour! thou art Jeſus, becauſe thou art a 
Saviour; and thou art my Jeſus, becauſe 


Jam a ſinner, | 
| Sing 
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Sing forth, O ſinful ſoul! the mercies of 
Jeſus, be no longer afraid of any creature, 
nor even of himſelf. Sing with love, whilſt 
he is in the manger, thou ſhalt weep when 
he is on the croſs. Speak not to him now 
of thy ſins, only ſay to him in ſinging forth 
the glory of his holy name, O ſweet Jeſus! 
O amiable Jeſus! O divine Jeſus! O Jeſus 
the moſt beautiful of the children of men, 
the deſire of the eternal hills, and the com- 
panion of my pilgrimage ! O Jeſus my fa- 
ther, my friend, my Lord, my king, and 
my all, repoſe thyſelf in my heart which 
ſighs after thee, and burns with thy love. 
"Tis true it is the heart of a ſinner, but 
thou art my Saviour. Ah, Lord! my 
ſtrength fails me, my voice is weakned in 
thy preſence, and ſince I cannot ſpeak, let 
my love ſpeak for me to thee, or rather 
ſpeak to me thyſelf, O my God! and make 


me hear thy voice in ſilence. 


O mother of Jeſus! how rich are you 
with Jeſus! Enrich my poverty with the 
treaſures which you poſſeſs in him. O bleſ- 
{ed inhabitants of heaven! O celeſtial court 
of our Saviour, who enjoy the fruit of his 
labours, and whoſe felicity conſiſts in be- 
holding him, receive me inte your compa- 
ny, that I may fee him, and poſſeſs him 
with you for all eternity. Amen. 


8 


vn. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 


His flight into Egypt, and Herod's perſe- 
| cution. | 


UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt inſtructed men 
for the ſpace of thirty years by his 


example only: he concealed his heavenly 


doctrine from them during that time, be- 
cauſe he was to publiſh it to the world in 
the laſt years of his life. He did thus, 
that the evangelical truths might be more 
convincing ; that thoſe which offend nature 
and the ſenſes, might become {ſweeter to us; 
that the falſity of the maxims of the fleſh 
and the world might appear more clearly ; 
and that our lothfulneſs might be more in- 
excuſable. For loſt man being unable to 
return into the way of ſalvation, but by 
the imitation of God his creator, whom he 
ſaw not; God, according to the obſerva- 
tion of St. Auguſtin, (lib. 7. de Trin. c. 3.) 
became man, that man might have at the 
fame time a man whom ke could fee, and 
a God whom he could follow: but becauſe 
works have much greater efficacy than 
words for perſuading to virtue, God being 
become man, took thirty years to practiſe 
in, and only three to preach in. It was 
not agreeable to the quality of our Saviour 
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to be one moment without fulfilling the du- 


ties thereof ; for that reaſon he began his 
work in his infancy, and at that time gave 


us examples directly oppoſite to the falſe 


maxims of the world. 

II. The commoneſt ſource of the errors 
and falſe maxims eſtabliſhed in the world 
is, that men, when they begin to know 
themſelves, follow that road which they 
find the moſt beaten, and approve or con- 


demn what is approved or condemned by 


the multitude; they then caſt their eyes up- 
on the whole ſequel of their lives; form to 
themſelves projects of honour, eſtabliſh- 
ment, eaſe, and pleaſure ; propoſe to them- 
felves the ſatisfying their ſenſes and paſſi- 
ons, and pleaſing the powers of the world; 
and think to bring a lawful excuſe for this 
conduct, by ſaying the ſtate wherein they 
are engaged, is improper for virtue, and 
that they muſt live like others. Hence 


comes that tepidity in the love of God, 
diſguſt of religious duties, forgetfulneſs f 
God, and many other vices wherewith their 


life is filled. All theſe evils turn at laſt into 
ſuch a habit, that they are no longer ſen 
ſible of them; and this obduracy is the 
ſource of an infinite number of ſins, and 
the foundation of reprobation. For tho 
the way which leads to heaven be ſurround- 
ed with a thouſand dangers of one's being 
loſt, there is none greater than. to begin 
one's life with, that. entire eee of 
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{alvation ; becauſe it gives room to our e- 
nemies, who never ſleep, to lie in wait for 
us, and to do us very great miſchiefs, be- 
fore we are aware of them. 

III. Hence it is that Jeſus Chriſt, the 
mirror of eternal truth, has given us ex- 
amples of virtue ſo contrary to thoſe firſt 
diſorders, even before the age that others 
begin to make uſe of their reaſon. He was 
not yet two years old, when he left his 
country and the help of his relations, tho' 
they were neceſſary to him in ſo tender an 
age; he would be tranſported into a place 
of baniſhment, and expoſed to Herod's vio- 
tence, who perſecuted him without know 
ing him. 7 

The entrance of the wiſe- men into Ju- 
elem, enquiring where the new king of 
the 7ews reſided, gave occaſion to that per- 
tecution : for Chrift being born at Perble- 
tem," made choice of ſhepherds among the 
poor, and of wiſe-men among the rich, to 
have bimſelf adored; but he called the 
poor, who are leis taken up with worldly 
cares, by the voice of angels; and the 
rich, who are commonly more remote from 
the kingdom of God, by viſible ſigns to 
which they were accuſtomed : for as the 
wiſemen delighted in the ſtars, and profeſ- 
ſed aſtrology, he ſent them a ſtar, that they 
might follow its motion with more eale. 
Thus it is that God commonly acts in re- 
gard of us; he accemmodates himſelf to 
5 our 
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our inclinations; makes uſe of what he 
finds in us for drawing us to himſelf; and, 
as a Charitable father knowing the weakneſs 
of his children, makes: uſe of all things for 
faving us. 
There appeared in the heavens a new 
ſtar, different from others by its matter, ſi- 
tuation, and motion: for it was not form- 
ed of a celeſtial matter, but of air or fire; 


nor fixed in the firmament, but ſuſpended. 


in the midſt of the air; and its motion was 
not from weſt to eaſt, like that of other 


ſtars: though it was much leſs, it appear- 
ed greater, becauſe it was nearer the earth; 


it was ſo beautiful and brilliant, that it gave 
an inclination of knowing what it ſignifi- 


ed; and Chriſt joining an interior light to 
the ſplendor of this ſtar, the wiſe- men com- 


prehended. that there was born a king in 


Fudea, to whom divine honours were to be 


aid. a 
K IV. As they had not yet penetrated far 
into the deſigns of God, they began their 
journey without any other view than to 
ſeek that new king in the capital of that 


kingdom, where they expected to ſee great 


marks of rejoicing. Our Saviour permit- 
ted them to find nothing anſwerable to the 
idea they had of his temporal greatneſs, 
but to have ſome difficulty even of finding 


himſelf, that their enquiry making known 


his coming upon earth, men of good-will 
might be excited to ſearch after ſo great a 
H 4 bleſſing, 


Ar * = 
> 6-27 & 
„% 0 thee on ns Het 8 = 


. © > = es ͤͤ : . ¾ . 6 ¼⅛ ] . ̃]ĩ RE CE EEE ES 


176 VIII. fuffering of Chriſt. 


bleſſing, and others to awake from the deep 
ſleep wherein they were buried. Thus the 
wiſe- men being entred into Feruſalem, found 
every thing therein fo cool and quiet, that 

the new king was not fo much as ſpoken 
of, whoſe ſtar they ſaid they had ſeen in the 
eaſt. 

Hered, who was a ſtranger, reigned then 
in Judea, according to Jacob's propheſy, 
who had foretold that the Meſſias ſhould 
come when the ſcepter went out of the 
houſe of Judah; and the people who groan- 
ed under the tyranny of that 1dumean prince, 
were fo far from thinking on the happineſs 


which was to happen to them at that time, 


that they were even troubled for fear I-{t 
that new king, whoſe birth the wite-men 
publiſhed, might be to Judea an occaſion 
of war and miſery. But no body was ſo 
truck as Herod with that news, and with 
the queſtions aſkt by the wiſe-men through 
the city of Jeruſalem, concerning the place 
where the new king was born: for he knew, 
by his commerce with the Jews, that they 
expected the Meſhas, as the author of their 
liberty from oppreſſion ; and he was afraid 
leſt the rumour which was ſpread about 
might be the beginning of his ruin: how- 
ever he diſſembled his uneaſineſs, received 
the wiſe-men with great expreſſions of joy, 
and conſulted the moſt learned among the 
Fews concerning what the ſcriptures ſaid of 
the Mefias, under pretence of 3 

hinder 
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hinder the wiſe- men from being deceived. 
The doctors of the law anſwered, that ac- 
cording to the prophecy of Micheas (v. 2.) 
the ruler of Iſrael ſhould come forth out of 
Bethlehem, but they ſuppreſſed out of fear 
or flattery the following words, which 
proved the divinity of the Meſias, and 
conſequently the unprofitableneſs of Herod's: 
precautions; and his coming forth is from the 
beginning, from the days of eternity. 

V. Herod reſolved at that time to put 
Jeſus to death in the cradle, and by that 
means to prevent without noiſe, the miſ- 
fortunes wherewith he thought himſelf 
chreatned. He took great care to cover 
his wicked deſigns with an appearance of 
zealand religion; and as he confided not 
in the Jets, whoſe intereſt it was to pleaſe 
him, he reſolved to have private converſa-- 
tions with the wiſe-men. He interrogated 
them concerning the manner, time, and o- 
ther circumſtances of the ſtar they had 
ſeen, and concerning the reaſons which ob- 
liged them to come in ſearch of that new 
king : he lamented that he was not ſo hap- 
py as to diſcover in his own kingdom what 
they had known at ſo great a diſtance, de- 
firing them to repaſs by Jeruſalem in their 
return from Bethlehem; that they might im- 
part to him. what they had found, and tel-- 
ling them that lie would make himſelf ready, 
whilſt he expected them, to go with his 
whole court and pay his homage to ſo great 
. | a king, 
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a king, and that he would have him brought 
up in the royal palace of Feruſalem, with 
all the ſplendor that was due to his dignity; 
The wiſe-men departed therefore for 
Bethlehem, without ſuſpecting any thing of 
Hlerod's true intentions, or being accompa- 
nied with any one either from the court or 
city; becauſe that whole people was blifid 
and negligent in the thing in the world 
which was moſt important to them. When 
they were gone out of the city, they ſaw 
the ſtar again which preceded and conduct- 
ed them at laſt to the place where Jeſus 
was. At the noiſe of their entrance the B. 
virgin took her ſon in her arms, as it were 


to preſerve her treaſure, and the wiſe-men 


interiorly illuminated proſtrated themſelves 
to the ground to adore the divine ma- 
jeſty, concealed under the weakneſs of an 
infant, and preſented him with gold, frank- 
 Incenfe, and myrrh. But- God, againſt 
whoſe deſigns the malice of men cannot 
prevail, advertiſed the wiſe-men in their: 
ſteep, not to return to Jeruſalem : they went 
therefore into their own country by: another 
road, full of confolation, and deceived the 
falſe prudence of Herod. 
VI. Whilſt that prince expected the 
wiſe- men's return, and was employed in o- 
ther affairs of his ſtate; by a particular 
diſpoſition of divine providence, ſeveral 
days were paſt, during which Chriſt was 
preſented in che temple, and carried to e | 
} | zaretn' 
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zareth. Not that Herod had changed his 
deſign ; but that he was perſuaded its exe- 
cution did not require haſte, and that he 
ſhould always find occaſion of ridding him- 
ſelf of that new king, who could not for a 
long time be of age to diſpute the crown 
with him. The eternal father, knowing 
the thoughts of that ambitious prince, ſent 
an- angel to St. Joſeph, to advertiſe him in 
his ſleep, to retire into Egypt with the mo- 
ther and her child, and to remain there till 
further orders;. 4 

The divine revelations which happen in 
ſleep, are commonly; accompanied. with 
ſuch a light as renders: the things revealed 
as certain, as if we beheld them with our 
own eyes. Wherefore the patriarch Jacob 
having:ſeerr during his ſleep that myſterious. 
ladder whereon the-angels aſcended and de- 
ſcended, ſays with ſo much certainty at his 
awaking, indeed our Lord is in this place, how. 
terrible. is. this place]! (Gen. xxviii. 16.) And 
thus St: Joſeph after that revelation doubted 
not a moment of the divine will, but aroſe: 
immediately, and went away at midnight. 
VII. It is: eaſy to be obſerved from all 
we have ſaid, how ſoon Chriſt begins to 
ſuffer the perſecution of the world: and to 
teach us that we ought to be. as ſtrangers 
on the earth, who having no fixed abode, 
ſigh continually after the eternal manſion 
of the heavenly country. The principles 
of. a.worldly life deftroy all the foundations 
1 H 6 and 
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and hopes of eternal life: for this is found- 
ed on the moderate uſe of periſhable goods; 
we are permitted to. make uſe of them, 
but not to enjoy them; and being wholly 
taken up with the term of our pilgrimage, 
. we ought only to take them in our way, 
and for neceſſity alone: whereas the foun- 
dation of a worldly life is to be attached to 
what paſſes away, as if it were to endure 
for ever, in a profound forgetfulneſs of 
| God, and of a better life. Hence it is 
that St. Paul gives ſuch. great commenda- 
tions of the faith of the antient patriarchs 
Abraham, Tſaac;. and Jacob. By faith, ſays 
he, they-dwelt in the land of promiſe, as in a 
ftrunge country, dwelling in tents . . ... for they 
waited for a: tity having foundations ;: whoſe ' 
builder and maker is God . ... .. confeſſing that 
they were pilgrims and rangers in the land... 
they defired a better, that is to ſay, a Beaveny 
one, which. was ſo agreeable to God, that 
te was not aſhamed: to be called their: God. 
(Heb. xi. 9, 10, 13, 16.) | 

VIII. Travellers are contented” with little;. 
and ſeek: not in thoſe- places they pals 
thorough, that abundance they would find 
in their own: country. The origin of the 
ins of men, and of their attachment to 
ctie earth, is their being deſirous to make 
their. country of the place of their haniſn- 
ment; and to eſtabliſſi themſelves here be- 
taw- as if they were never to depart from 
hence. | Chriſt was pleaſed in his * 
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to ſuffer the pain of baniſhment, the in- 
conveniencies of a long journey, the po- 
verty of his parents who wanted neceſſary 
helps on the road, and were obliged to live 
by their hand labour in a ſtrange country: 
although their fatigues and indigence were 
greatly mitigated by the preſence of ſuch a 
ſon, yet nevertheleſs they were extremely 
painful to the body and ſenſes. 

IX. The powers of the world perſecute 
Jeſus in his infaney, ſo far as to endeavour 
to deprive him of a life ſo precious and ſo 
neceſſary to the world; and Chriſt returns 
them nothing but meekneſs.: he ſuffers in 
filence, permits his enemies to undertake a- 
gainſt him whatever they pleaſe, and even 
conceals the ſplendor of his majeſty, that 
he may be capable of ſuffering their vio- 
lence. He could eaſily have withdrawn in- 
to heaven during the time of his hidden 
life, but he choſe rather to be ſubje& on 
earth to all the inconveniencies of a trou- 
bleſome baniſhment, to teach us to ſeparate 
ourſelves from the world; and to conſecrate 
by his preſence the deſarts of Egypt, which 
were to. be one day à retreat of ſo many 
weden + 15, 5 

Thus it is that God draws: good out of 
evil, and that the very ſins of the world. 
become the inſtrument: of thoſe graces which. 
its Saviour beſtows upon it; and yet world- 
lings cannot ſuffer him; they ſeek to put 
him to death when he commences life; they 
| 1 | perſecute: 
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perſecute him unto death, and when Chriſt, 


dying for them on the croſs, expreſſes his 


want of ſome refreſhment in the exceſs of 
his pains, they preſent him only with gall 
and vinegar; Behold what the world is 
which we ſerve fo carefully, and to which 
we ſacrifice our own ſalvation: O what 
ſtrange blindneſs ! 

X. Chriſt ſhews us clearly by his exam- 


ple, that the prophet Feremy had reaſon to- 


ſay, that it is good for a man, when he bears 
the yoke from his youth. In the midſt of the 
misfortunes of the world he ſhall fit ſolitary, 
and hold his peace; becauſe he has lifted him- 
ſelf above himſelf, (Lam. iii. 27, 28.) and 


deſpiſing the earth, he has applied himſelf 


betimes to the contemplation of celeſtial 
* in this ſenſe it is that the holy ſpouſe 
ays to her bridegroom: all fruits, the new 


and the old, my beloved, I have kept for thee, 


(Cart. vii. 13.) that is, I have given thee 


the firſt years of my life, as well as the laſt: 
David alſo proteſted to God that he did not 


delay his ſervice till the- weakneſs of old 
age. I will keep my ſtrength for thee, O God! 
(Pſalm lviii. 10.) It is the part of true wil- 
dom to fill one's life with merits, by the 
exerciſe of chriſtian virtues, and labours ſuf- 
fered for the love of God. Now it is very 
difficult for a diſorderly youth to be ſucs 
ceeded by a holy old age. 

XI. But Chriſt before he retired into E- 


Opt, would be offered in the temples to his | 
2. | | 


eternal 
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eternal father, and receive his bleſſing. 


This was to ſhew that: we ought to offer: 


ourſelves to God with our Saviour, and: 
conſecrate ourſelves entirely to his ſervice. 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſs vocation of the wiſe-men.. 


1 WILL raife up my hope and deſires to 
thee, O my Lord and my God!] the re- 
medy of my wounds; and the light of my 
darkneſs, becauſe I find in thee whatever I 
can delife, My ſoul cannot conceive the 
immenſe bleſſings which: it may hope for 
from thee; it hopes for much, but it com- 
prehends not this much it hopes for; it 
hopes for all, but this all is“ above its 
thoughts, it hopes for infinite bleſſings, 


but it knows not the extent of them. Thou 


art ſtill greater than that much, O thou 
God of my ſoul! richer than that all, and 
more incomprehenſible than that infinite. 
When I lift up my mind to thee, and de- 
fire to have thoughts worthy of thee, I. 
find thee without compariſon greater than 
all the greatneſs and immenſity that I can 


imagine. I ſeek no longer therefore to com- 


prehend how great thou art, for it is not 
in my power to do it; but I preſume to 


deſire and hope for that abyſs of bleſ- 
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ſings and greatneſs which I cannot com- 
 prehend. | 115 | 
It is enough for me, O Lord! to believe 
that however great thou art, thou art mine, 
and that I am the ſervant and creature of 
that boundleſs majeſty and greatneſs. O that 
my littleneſs and nothingneſs were fwallow- 
ed up in that abyſs of thy infinite eſſence 
O that my blindneſs were abſorbed in that 
fplendor of the divine light! O that my 
ignorance were drowned in that ocean of 
eternal wiſdom; O that my death were 
unged in that fountain of life, my tepi- | 
dity in that fire of love, and all that I am 
in what thou art, O my God and ſovereign II | 
good! it is in thee alone that I ſhall find I 
the comfort of my miſeries, the light of 
my eyes, and the pardon of my fins; it is  , 
by thee alone that I ſhall be purified, heal- , 
ed, inſtructed, and brought unto thee. 
II. As thou art every where, O Lord! ff © 
It was eaſy: for me to find thee, if my fins i 
P 
r 
0 
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had not put ſo great an interval betwixt thee 
and me; but I have removed; myſelf. from 
thee on one hand, and thou haſt departed 
from me on the other. 'Fhou art ſo great. 
fo pure, ſo holy, and ſo: high above me, 
that I ſhall never be able to come to thee, 
it I am not drawn thither : for wo one can f 
come to thee, according to thy ,own word, I _ 
wnleſs thy father draws him. (John vi. 44.) 6 
How then ſhall I be able to ſee thee in ſuch I ;x 
great darkneſs, without thy light? _ a 
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ſhall I be able to love thee with ſo much te- 
pidity, without the fire of thy love ? How 
ſhall I be able to raiſe myſelf up to theefrom 
the profound abyſs I am in, if thy power 
ſupports me not? And what ſhall nothing 
be able to do without him who is the ſource 
of all being? Draw me therefore to thee, O 
Lord! ſince it is for that end thou art comg 
upon earth: 


Thou beheldeft my wandering, and thou 


cameſt to put me again in the right road; 
thou ſaweſt me ready to periſh, and thou 
cameſt to fave me; thou obſervedſt me 
flying from thee, and thou cameſt to call 
me back; thou perceivedſt me incapable of 
coming to thee without thy help; and thou 
CE down to ſeek me, O my Saviour! 
my way, my truth, and my lite! I am that 
miſerable and wicked wretch, deſtitute of all 
good, oppreſſed with weakneſs, wholly co- 


vered with the wounds of fin, and chained 


down by its wicked habits; and to com- 
pleat my miſery, I diſcover not the deplo- 
rable ſtate I am in, I am inſenſible of my 
own miſery ; I remain without fear in the 
midſt of vanity and deceit, I am continu - 
ally wallowing in the mire wherein I am 
plunged, and whilſt I am forgetful of my- 
ſelf, thou art wholly taken up with me, O 
my God ! thou art full of love for this ſin- 
ful ſoul, and thou perpetually thinkeſt on 
the means of bringing back this ſtrayed 


ſheep. | 
: V Thou 
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Thou waſt no ſooner born, than thou 


calledſt the poor ſhepherds, and ſenteſt a 


ſtar into the eaſt to the wiſe-men to conduct 
them to thee. Thou wouldſt not be one 


moment on earth without ſeeking us, with- | 


out drawing us to thyſelf, without enrich- 
ing us with thy bleſſings, and without 


us with thee ; neither wilt thou be content 


till we are there for ever. 
III. Thou waiteſt not for my loving, de- 
firing, and ſeeking thee firſt; thou ſtayeſt 


not for my beginning to ſerve thee, and 


meriting ſome favour from thee ; thou 
makeſt no account of what thou ſhalt find 


in me; and becauſe thou knoweſt thou ſhalt | 


find no good in me proceeding from myſelt, 
thou furniſheſt me with every thing from 
thyſelf, by exciting me to conſent and co- 
operate in. good for which thou giveſt me 
ſuch powerful helps. Thou loveſt me out 
of pure goodneſs, draweſt me without vio- 
tence, and only requireſt me to receive thee 
and allow myſelf to be drawn. Now if I 
were not deaf to thy voice; if I were at 
teaſt the ſecond in loving, ſince I cannot be 
the firſt; if I had docility enough to fol- 
Tow thee, ſince J have not ſtrength to ſeek 
thee; if I permitted thee to act; if I would 
not ſet myſelf againſt what thou requireſt 
of me, I ſhould immediately be agreeable 
in thy ſight, and ſuch as thou wiſheſt me to 


be 
Thou 
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Thou calledſt the wiſe- men, O divine 
light! by the brightneſs of a material ſtar; 
but at the ſame time thou excitedſt them by 


an interior motion to ſeek thee; and tho” 
thou waſt hidden under the figure of an in- 


fant, wrapped in ſwadling cloaths, and in. 
a poor houſe, thou taughteſt them to diſco- 
ver thee and to adore thee as their Lord 
and God. It was there that. they loſt all 
earthly thoughts, elevated their deſires, 
conſecrated their love to thee, ſubmitted 


their mind and liberty to thy law and ſer-- 


vice, and regarded thee as their treaſure z 
and that thou beganneſt i in them, as in the 
firſt fruits of the Gentiles, to take poſſeſſion 
of the ſouls thou cameſt to ſeek on earth. 
Thou calledit them, © Lord! thou con- 
ductedſt them, thou taughteſt them thy ſe- 
crets, thou ſatisfyedſt all their deſires, and 
filledſt their hearts with Joy and conſola- 
tion. 

IV. What thankſgivings ought we not 
to render thee, O my God] for all the bleſ- 


ſings thou beſtoweſt on us, even when we 


are moſt unworthy of them, and think leaſt 
thereon ? How often have I felt my ſoul a- 
waked by thy light, and warmed' with the 
fire of thy love ? Then I approach: thee, I 


find thee, but, alas! I loſe thee: inſtantly 


after. Sometimes I hold thee; I embrace 
thee, and thou eſcapeſt from me immedi- 
ately. Often when I think myſelf agree- 
able to thee, I am rejected by thee z ha" 
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this continual change of interior diſpoſiti- 
ons, I take ſometimes one road and ſome- 
times another, that J may meet at laſt with 
that which leads to thee. But becauſe I have 
but little light, I walk in darkneſs, and of- 
ten go aſtray, for want of knowing the way 
I ought to follow; I deſire, and know not 
how to deſire: I love, and neither know 
how to love, nor how to find what J love. 
Thus my ſoul loſes by degrees the hope 


it had in itſelf, without ceaſing to hope in 
thee; andit knows by its own experience 


that it deſires much, and is unable to do 
any thing. Thou ſeeſt its trouble, O Lord! 
and thou ſeemeſt not to take notice of it till 
that happy moment, when fatigued with ſo 


many viciſſitudes, it falls at laſt into an en- 


tire diffidence of itſelf: then thou openeſt 


its eyes, ar d it begins to ſee the true way to 


peace and life. It knows that thou waſt near- 


er it than it imagined, and how eaſy it was 


for it to Fave found thee; it ſees, I know not 
how, but without any doubt, that thou cal- 
leſt it to thee ; thou inſtructeſt it all at once, 
without voice or words; it thinks only on 
what poſſeſſes it, abandoning the care of its 
body, and uſing it only with contempt and 
feverity; it advances continually, and fi- 
nally arrives at thee, without perceiving its 
motion. It then poſſeſſes thee, and till 
ſeeks thee ; and the more it ſeeks thee, the 
leſs it finds thee. If thou commandeſt it to 
enter, it obeys; and if thou requireſt it to 


depart 
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depart, it forſakes thee not. It ſees, with- 
out knowing what it fees ; it hears, and is 
ignorant of what it hears; it knows only 
who he is whom it hears; and becauſe he 
whom it ſees falls not under the ſenſes, and 
he whom 1t hears ſpeaks to it without any 
voice, it contents itſelf with loving him, 
and it loves him continually more and more. 


Words cannot expreſs, nor the mind com- 
rehend what love receives from thee, O 


my God!] even in this place of baniſhment. 
How happy is that moment, O' divine 
Jeſus! how pure is that light, how inef- 
fable is that communication of thy bleſſings! 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord! how precious is 
that gift, and thy creature that receives it, 
knows it alſo. Ah! if it were faithful, if 
it never departed from thee, if it knew how 
to preſerve the grace it has received, how 
happy would it be! and yet this is but a 
drop of that infinite ocean of bleſſings which 
thou art one day to communicate to it. 
V. O foul of my foul! what is my ſoul, 
and what good can ithave, when it poſſeſſes 
not thee? O life of my life! what is my 
life, when J live not in thee ? Is it poſſible 
that my heart is capable of poſſeſſing thee, 
of enjoying thee all alone, of extending 


and dilating itſelf as much as it pleaſes in 
thee, and that it can nevertheleſs be ſo full 
of miſeries out of thee ? Can thy creature 


elevate itfelf thus above itſelf, to repoſe in 
thy arms, and after that depart from thee, 


bury 
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bury itſelf in the earth, and forget the 
bleſſings which thou communicateſt to thoſe 
that love thee? O divine love! who canſt 
and wilt impart the merits of thy ſufferings 
to all men, thou placeſt thyſelf in ſo many 
different ſtates only to accommodate thy- 
ſelf to their different taſtes; can one ap- 
proach to thee without being inflamed? 
who can hinder thee from doing what thou 
pleaſeſt, or oppoſe what thou doſt ? 

Fill every place therefore with ftars, O 
Lord! if they are neceſſary to us for finding 
thee? Send thy angels throughout the world, 
af we ftand in need of them for coming to 


thee; but rather, come thyſelf, O divine jeſus! 


into our earthly hearts ; ſhew thy light to 
our blind ſpirits, diſcover to our wandering 
ſouls the beauty of thy countenance ; givevent 
to that fire with which thou art conſumed, 
that its ſparks may fly' every where, and 
that we may be kindled therewith. Of what 
uſe is free-will to me which thou haſt given 
me, if I employ it not in loving thee ? Ah! 
Lord, I know not what I ought to ſay to 
thee : but hear the voice of thy love and of 
my miſery ; live always in me, and let me 
live perpetually in thee and for thee, as I live 
only by thee. | 

VI. Unhappy is that ſinful ſoul that has 
ſeen thy light, and plunges itſelf again into 
its own darkneſs; that has felt the heat of 
thy love, and reſumes its former coldneſs ; 
that has recetved the pardon of its fins, and 
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commits new ones; that has been prevented 
with the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, and the 
attractives of thy beauty, and falls back 
again into a forgetfulneſs of its ſovereign 
good, ſinks into the mire, and returns to 
its vomit! O divine beauty! that beareſt 
with theſe horrible ingratitudes, that ex- 
pecteſt me, calleſt me, and ſtill preventeſt 
me: I deplore before thee, in the bitterneſs 
of my ſoul, all thoſe fatal relapſes which I 
feel myſelf guilty of. 

It is with juſtice that thou delivereſt me 
up to my enemies, vices, and paſſions ; and 
that thou permitteſt me to be puniſhed and 
confounded by every thing that has ſepa- 
rated me from thee ; ſince after having been 
introduced into the cellar of thy delicious 
wines, I have ſought to quench my thirſt 
in the muddy waters of creatures. I was 


unwilling to remain in thy houſe, and by a 


juſt judgment, I am now obliged to be 


in ſtrange houſes, where I find nothing that 


can ſatisfy the hunger I endure. Since I 
have fled from thy ſweet embraces, O thou 
ſpouſe of my ſoul! it is but juſt that I 
ſhould be under the feet of my cruelleſt e- 
nemies : ſince I have been faithleſs in pre- 
ſerving what thou gaveſt me, thou juſtly 
refuſeſt me what I beg of thee : I cry, and 
thou heareſt me not; I call thee, and thou 
anſwereſt me not. Nevertheleſs, O Lord! 
in ſpite of all my perfidy, thou art always 
my faithful friend, and the good Ls 
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of this wandering ſheep : for thou haſt not 
yet precipitated me into hell, nor abandon- 
ed me to-the rage of devils; thou haſt not 
condemned me to be eternally ſeparated 
from thee, neither haſt thou quite forſaken 
me; mayſt thou therefore be bleſſed for 
ever. 

I aſk thee not for thoſe ſingular favours 
thou granteſt to thy faithful ſervants ; I on- 
ly beſeech -thee, O my God! not to turn 
me out of thy houſe, but to receive me 
ſtill into the number of thy domeſtics, and 
to give me rather for conſtant food only my 
tears, till I am as pure as thou deſireſt me 
to be, till my interior eyes, diſengaged from 
that thick cloud-which obſcures them, be- 
gins to behold again the ſerenity of thy 
countenance, and till thou ſayeſt affec- 
tionately to my ſoul, Tam thy ſalvation, thy 
ſtrength, and thy conftancy : then hum- 
bled and convinced of its own weakneſs, it 
ſhall ſeek thee more ardently, and thou fhalt 
be glorified by the return of a prodigal 
child, by the cure of one that was-wilfully 
blind, and by the change of a faithleſs 
ſervant. | ach 
VII. I caft myſelf at thy feet, moſt mi- 
ferable as I am: I adore thy divine majeſ- 
ty hidden under the veil of infancy : I con- 
ſecrate myſelf for ever to thy ſervice with 
thoſe holy kings; and I conjure thee, O 
Lord! to receive me with them, I am 
poor, and have neither frankincenſe, gold, 

| nor 
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nor myrrh to offer thee in acknowledgment 
that thou art God, king, and mortal man; 

| but I offer thee all thou haſt given me, all 
thou art. I offer thee for my fins the pro- 
1 found ſorrow I have for them, and my ſin- 
N cere deſire to offend thee no more; I offer 
thee an acknowledgment with heart and 
mduth of all the miſeries into which I am 
; tallen, for having departed from thee; I 
offer thee the retolution of ſatisfying thy 
Juſtice : or rather, O Lord! take of me 
thyſelf all the ſatisfaction thou pleaſeſt, that 
it may be more agreeable to thee. T offer 
thee the three powers oEmy foul ; my un- 
derſtanding, that thou mayft illuminate it 
with thy light, and eternal truth; my me- 
mory, that it may be wholly occupied with 
thee, and that thou mayſt put every thing 
out of it that can diſpleaſe thee ; my will, 
that it may be purified by the fre of thy 
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4 love, and that it may love thee with all = 
t ſtrength. I offer thee the three divine vir- 
1 WW tues which thou gaveſt me in baptiſm ; 
y faith, by which I believe in thee, and ac- 
$ | knowledge thee for my Lord, my creator, 

my Saviour, my God, and my all.; hope, 
o by which my heart 1s carried eben thoſe 
- bleſſings which I can deſire of thee; chari- 
bo ty, which makes me ſigh after thy eternal 
h poſſeſſion. . I offer thee, O divine Jeſus! 
) all that thou art pleaſed to be for the love 


n of me: I offer thee thy moſt ſacred body, 
, thy moſt pure ſoul, and thy divinity which 
r Vor. I. I is 
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is the ſource of all happineſs and wiſdom : 
I offer myſelf to thy father by thee; to thy- 
ſelf by thy father ; and by thy father and 
thee to the holy ghoſt, who is the mutual 
love of both. 

But, O Lord! as thou receivedſt the 
wiſe-men's preſents with their hearts, en- 
lightenedſt them with thy knowledge, and 
preventedſt them from returning to Herd 
thy enemy; enlighten me alſo, O divine 

light, conduct me, O ſupreme truth! raiſe 
me up again, O increated life]! ſeparate 
me from every thing that diſpleaſes thee, 
drive me not away "from thee, but ſuffer 
me to remain at thy feet. There it is, O 
divine Jeſus! that I find my happineſs, 
my joy, and my delight; and taſte that 
peace of God which ſurpaſſes all underſtanding, 
(Philip. iv. 7.) 


O virgin and mother at the fame time, 


who draw from their fountain thoſe infi- 
nite bleſſings wherewith you are filled! be- 
{tow ſome ſhare on this miſerable creature, 


J mean not of the gold, frankincenſe, or 
3 


myrrh which the holy kings offered to your 
ſon, but of thoſe heavenly treaſures which 
you are the diſpenſatrix of; may I obtain 
by you ſomcthing that is worthy of being 
preſented to him, and that may gain me 
his love. O celeſtial court! who ſurround 

and inceſſantly adore that divine monarch, 
and are always agreeable to him: what can 
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ye aik of him but what will be granted 
you, ſince ye behold in him what he is 
willing to give to thele poor baniſhed fouls? 
Obtain from him what 1s neceſſary for my 
coming to him, that I may one day pofle!s 
him with you. Amen. 
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THE PRESENTATION 


Of JESUS CHRIST in the temple, 


In the arms of Simeon. 


HRIST was pleaſed that his moſt. 

holy mother ſhould accompliſh, forty 
days after her delivery, two laws which 
had not been made for her; the firſt was, 
not to cnter into the temple till all that time 
was expired, during which, a woman deli- 
vered of- a male-child was reputed unclean; 
and to offer, if the was rich, a lamb and 
a turtle dove for her purification; or elſe 
two turtle-doves if ſhe was poor. 

The law of Moſes, which mentioned or- 
dinary women in expreſs terms, did not re- 
gard the B. virgin, who had conceived by 
the operation ot the holy ghoſt. But after 
lecing with her own eyes the divine ma- 
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Jeſty humbled even to the reſemblance of 
fin, ſhe choſe rather to imitate the humility 
of her ſon and Lord, than to preſerve be- 
fore men the glory of her virginity, becauſe 
the eſteemed the quality of handmaid and 
imitatrix of Jeſus Chriſt ſtill more, than 


that of his mother. 
The other law commands that every firſt- 


born male-child ſhould be offered to God, 


and conlecrated to his ſervice on the fortieth 
day; that in caſe he were of the tribe of 
Levi, which was ſacerdotal, he ſhould be 
obliged to ſerve in the temple all his life ; 
and that if he were of another tribe, his 
parents ſhould diſcharge him from that ob- 
ligation, by redeeming him with certain 
pieces of money: but Chriſt was not ſub- 
ject to that law, becauſe he was born of a 
virgin, and the expreſſions of the law clear- 
ly denoted a common birth. 

II. Their offering was that of the poor; 
for though the wife men had left with the 
B. virgin gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh, 
ſhe had either diſtributed it all to the poor, 
that ſhe might ſuffer the poverty which Je- 
ſus Chriſt was pleaſed to practiſe, and which 


he came to teach men; or if ſhe had reſerv- 


ed any part of it, wherewith ſhe might 
have bought xlamb, in order to accompliſh, 
by offering it, the whole extent of the law; 

yet ſhe di q not buy any, becauſe ſhe offer- 


ed the lamb of God, wh6 was her only 
treaſure, for the ſins of the world ; and for 
herſelf, 
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herſelf, two turtle-doves or two pigeons. 
She gave afterwards, for recovering her di- 
vine lamb out of the prieſt's hands, the 
price which was ordained by the law for 
the poor, and thus ſhe redeemed the re- 
deemer of the world. Let us not forget 
to obſerve here a holy combat of humility 
and poverty between the ſon and the mo- 
ther, in which they both endeavour to hide 
what they are, and would willingly appear 
what they are not. That divine emulation 
ought to be unto us a great ſubject of imi- 
tation and gratitude, ſince it comes from 
the ſame ſource of love from whence all 
thoſe pains proceed which our Saviour en- 
dured for us. | 

III. It is probable that Simeon was not 
one of the prieſts of the Lord, ſince the 
goſpel calls him only a juſt and religious man, 
expefting the confolaticna of Iſrael, (Luke 1.25.) 
full of years, and weary of life, being ſup- 
ported only by the aſſurance which the holy 
ghoſt had given him, of ſeeing, before 
death: had cloſed his eyes, the fon of God 
made man ; he went to the temple to wait 
for the mother of God on the day appoint- 
ed for her coming thither. He was in a 
continual expectation, fixing his eyes on 
the door, to oblerve all that ſhould enter; 
for the holy ghoſt had not yet ſpoke to his 
heart: but when Mary and Fo/eph entered 
with the child, without pomp, or any other 
attendance than that of poverty and fim- 

3 plicity, 
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plicity, he was interiorly warned thereof; 
and what was unknown to the eyes of all, 
could not be hid from the love which burnt 
in the heart of that holy old man. When 
he perceived Jeſus, he knew him, and be- 
ing revived like the phęnix, by the heat of 
that divine ſun, he prepared himſelf to put 
off his mortal cloathing : and taking that 
divine infant in his arms whom he had al- 
ready in his heart, he began like an old 
{wan to declare by his ſong the end of his 
baniſhment, and willingneſs to die, fince 
he had ſeen. with his Own eyes the light 
and ſalvation of the world, after which he 

bad ſighed ſo long. 
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CONTEMPLAT-I1O0-N 
On Chriſt's preſentation in the temple. 


MIRROR of the eternal truth and 

divine goodneſs ! O fon of the living 
God! O Jefus my maſter and Saviour! 
open my eyes that I may ſeek thee with the 
blefied Simeon; that I may fee thee, know 
thee, and embrace thee; and that I may 
repoſe in, thee as he did. Since thou loveſt 
humility o much, humble my pride; ſince 
thou haft choſen poverty, pluck from my 
heart the love of riches; and fince thou 


vouchſafedſt to ſubm it thyſelf to the law of 
. 
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Moſes, grant that J may be always perfectly 
ſubject to thine. Thou knoweſt my weak- 
neſs and ſloth, and 'tis for that reaſon thou 
requireſt ſo little of me: but thy love, O 
Lord! treats thee not thus; it diſpenſes 
thee from nothing, not even from what 


appears the moſt contrary to thy infinite 


majeſty. Teach me, O divine maſter! thar 
law of love; love yields not to the fear of 
any difficulties, and when it 1s pure and 
true, it finds thee ſo great, O my God! 
and fo worthy of being ſerved, that its 
moſt violent deſire is to be conſumed in 
thy ſervice. Every law is ſweet to love, 
and every burthen light, and it eſteems it- 
ſelf happy when it can ſacrifice to thy great- 
neſs whatever is greateſt in the world. 

But, O Lord! when will the time come, 
when thy love ſhall render me humble, 


meek, poor, and diſengaged? When ſhall 


I begin to love contempt, to reliſh my own 
abjection, and to hate myſelf; and when, 
cruciaed to body and foul, ſhall I be thine 
as to, every thing that I am? Thy moſt , 
bleſſed mother is rich by the poſſeſſion of 
thee alone; St. Joſeph content with ſerving 
thee, loves his poverty; the holy old Si- 
neon deſires nothing but thee alone; and I, 
O Lord! who believe all this according to 
the teſtimony of thy word, and am even 
ſenſible of the truth of it, I ſeparate my- 
ſelf from thee. 


E's H. 
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II. But how can I fee my going aſtray, 
O divine light! if thou enlighteneſt me 
not? If thou wouldſt have children offer- 
ed to thee before the uſe of reaſon, that 
when they know themſelves they may know 
they are already thine; how can I deſire, 
O my God! that thou ſhouldſt ſuffer a 
miſerable creature, to whom thou haſt giv- 
en reaſon and knowledge of what thou art, 
not to be thine; and to refuſe to obey 
thee ? Remedy this diſorder, O Lord | by 
thy mercy. Thou loveſt me to heal me, 
may I hate myſelf to be healed. Make me 
feel and deplore the loſs of the years of my 
infancy, during which I neither knew nor 
loved thee. For though I was not in a 
condition of offending thee, it is always 
true that thou lovedit me, and that I cor- 
reſponded not to thy love. May I ſtill have 
a greater regret for the firſt-fruits of my 
reaſon and will, which I gave thee not, 
my negligence in thy ſervice, the ſorget- 
fulneſs of thy benefits and of thyſelf, the 
ſins I have committed, and the irregular 
inclinations which I have followed from 
the time I was capable of offending thee to 
this preſent, when I confeſs in thy prefence 
my ſhame and miſery. But what would it 
be, O my Saviour! if J were to deſcribe 
my whole life before thee? if I ſhould 
reckon the days, months, and years I have 
ſpent in fin, and lived without thee, O 

+ "i life of my ſoul! 
Here 
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Here Iwill cry out with my whole ſtrength, 
that thou mayſt hear me; I will call upon 
thee until thou anſwereſt me ; and will not 
cCoeaſe weeping till thou haſt pardoned me. 
1 will follow thee every where, O ſweet 
Jeſus! I will keep myſelf cloſe by thee; I 
will offer myſelt with thee, by thee, and in. 
thee to the eternal father, that I may be 
meltered from his juſtice under the ſhadow 
of thy wings. The lambs offered in ſacri- 
fice returned not again to thoſe that offered 
them, but were ſeparated from them for 
ever; I will not do fo by thee, I will offer 
thee for me, O divine lamb ! but I will ei- 
ther be immolated with thee, or I will 
bring thee back with me; for I can neither 
in death nor life be ſeparated from thee. 
III. O father of mercies, and the God of all 
canſotation !, (2: Cor. i. 3.) J offer thee thy 
only ſon, caſt thy eyes upon him, that thou 
mayſt pardon me, and receive me into thy 
tavour for his ſake. Have regard to that 
divine infant, that meek and humble lamb, 
who offers himſelf to. thee for love of me. 
He ſpeaks not yet, O Lord! but his heart 
ſpeaks to thee in my behalf; he preſents 
himſelf to thee to be the victim of all ſin- 
ners, and none are excluded from the merit 
of his ſacrifice: he fulals the law, and 
pays homage to thee for all. Thou ſeeſt, 
O my God ! the fire with which he burns, 
the pardon which he begs for men, and the 
graces he merits for them. I offer to thee 
e With 
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with him all J am, and all I have; my 
poverty, miſeries, defires, and life, with 
whatever it contains either painful or agree- 
able; my body with all its ſenſes ; my ſoul 
with all its powers, and every thing that can 
be within me good or evil; the good, that 
It may increaſe by thy grace; and the evil, 
that it may be deſtroyed by thy mercy. 
Thy well-beloved fon was pleaſed to be- 
gin his life by a ſolemn proteſtation of o- 
bedience, and to undertake nothing without 
having firſt received thy paternal benedic- 
tion. Permit me, O my God! to beg it of 
thee, how unworthy ſoever I am to receive 
it, and to conſecrate myſelf from this mo- 
ment to thy ſervice during the remainder of 
my life. Give me that ſpirit which diſco- 
vered to the blefled virgin the counſels of 
thy wiſdom, which conducted the holy S:- 
eon into the temple, and which made him 
know his Saviour : Create @ clean heart in 
me, O God! and renew a right ſpirit in my 
powwels, (Pſalm J. 11.) which may conduct 
me to thee. I know how little I deſerve 
this favour ; but I offer thee for obtaining 
ir, the infinite merits of that ſpotleſs lamb , 
receive me through him into the number of 
thy ſervants; extend upon me the love 
thou haſt for him, and grant me the grace 
of perſevering in thy lervice unto my 
death. 
IV. Is it poſſtble, O Lord! that thou 
couldſt conceal what thou art in the midft 
1 | Ot 
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of Feruſalem, in the temple ? Why is it that 
all creatures acknowledge thee not, nor 
come to meet thee with all the marks of 
Joy they are capable of. The fea, and the 
Jordan fled before the Iſaelites, when thou 
broughteſt them out of Ee; the moun- 
tains and little hills leaped for joy, and the 
rocks were changed into fountains of living 
waters, becauſe they were ſenſible of thee, 
SI Lord! in the midſt of thy people ; the 
moſt inſenſible beings were moved at the 

paſſage of the ark of the covenant; and 
yet all thoſe wonders were only the figure 
of thoſe things whoſe truth and ſubſtance 
are contained in thee. On this day thou 
thyſelf paſſeſt thorough that prope, and no 
body knows thee but the blefled Simeon and 
Anna the propheteſs. Immortal thanks be 
given to thee, O my God! for the privi- 
fege thou granteſt to the humble and to 
thoſe that love thee. When thou ſpeakeſt 
in the temple amongſt the doctors of the 
law, when thou workeſt miracles in the 
ſight of all Judea, thou art not known; and 
here being a child, poor, ſpeechleſs, without 
pomp, and carried in the arms of thy mo- 
ther, thou canſt not hide thyſelf from thoſe 
that love thee : they even ſuffer their ba- 
niſhment only out of the deſire of ſeeing 
thee, and life ſeems ſupportable to them 
only in hopes of finiſhing it by embracing 


= thee, 


W. 
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V. O my falvation and riches !. O life 
whereby I live, and without which I die ! 
why makeſt thou a heart which loves thee 
languiſh thus? Where art thou, O my ſo- 
vereign good! O the eternal repoſe of my 
joul ! thou wilt not allow man to behold 
thee without dying. Well, O Lord! let 
me die, that I may behoid thee. Why hi- 
deſt thou from me the beauty of thy coun- 
tenance? Let my foul feel thee, that all 
my interior ſenſes, charmed with thy attrac- 
tives, may abhor every thing that is not 
thee; and that my heart may continually 
figh aſter thee, O my God! How happy 
am I when I deſire, love, and pleaſe thee ; 
and when the deſire of beholding thee gives 
me a diſguſt of all creatures! For then I 
diſcover thee in what ſtate ſoever thou ap- 
peareſt. 

When thou art an infant, I am ſenſible 


of thy greatneſs; when thou art poor, 1 


admire th yy riches; and even when thou 
art. crucifed, I am charmed with thy 
beauty. But when my heart departs from 
thy love, I no longer perceive thee, not 
even in the wonders thou workeſt, nor in 
the ſplendor of thy majeſty. Unite me to 
thee, O my God | turn away my eyes from 
vanity, and grant that they may only be 
fixed on the contemplation of thy eternal 
truth; diſcover to this miſerable heart that 
thou art its ſalvation, and the center of its 


repoſe ; let me find no Joy: but 1 in thee alone, 
who 
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who art my true friend, and all the glory of 
my ſoul. | | 

Take from me the reliſh of all earthly 
things, or give me the knowledge of my- 
felt, that I may not ſuffer myſelf to be ſe- 
duced by the falſe goods of this world, or 
by my own miſeries; but that every thing 
within me may ſigh after thee. Come, O 
Lord! and delay not thy coming; for all 
the good things which I deſire will come 
with thee for me. Come, O ſweet Jeſus! 
into this ſinful foul, break the bonds of its 
flavery, give it the freedom of thy chil- 
dren, that it may be tied to nothing ; but 
be wholly thine ; that it may follow, em- 
brace, and poſſeſs thee; and that in poſ- 
tefling thee it may fing with the holy old 
man this canticle of joy. | 


SEATE TELE LILLIE EIEN 


An EXPLICATION of the Song of 
SIME ON. (Luke ii. 29.) 5 


Now thou d diſmiſs thy ſervant, O Lord! 
according to thy word in peace. 


LOVE. thee, O divine Jeſus! and yet 
| am obliged to live at a diſtance from 
thee. I ſpend my lite in a continual pain, 
becauſe I behold thee not, and the W 

0 
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of ſeeing thee renders all the ſweets of the 
earth inſipid to me; theſe are falſe goods 
which have no ſolidity in them, and paſs 
away in a moment: nevertheleſs I complain 
of their duration, becauſe they ſeparate me 
too long from my ſovereign good. The 
body enjoys its conveniencies, the ſenſes 
taſte their pleaſures, and when they think 
themſelves ſatisfied, they tell me they have 
what they deſire. But my ſoul, to whom 
thou alone art ſufficient, O my God! and 
which eſteems every thing elle as nothing, 
continues to ſigh after thee with a profound 
ſadneſs; and this ſadneſs will not end till 
thou thyſelf comeſt to comfort me, Who 
art my true joy. 

Deliver me, O Lord! from this obſcure 
priſon. Behold the happy moment, now is 
the hour I have ſo long deſired. I adore 
thee, O my deliverer and my only happ!i- 
neſs ! I adore thee, O thou life of my ſoul! 
thou haſt heard at laſt the voice of hiin 
that loves thee; and ſince I have found 
peace, why ſhould J live any longer in 
the danger of loſing it? No, O Lord! I 
will live no longer, I renounce the earth, 
ſince I poſſeſs the treaſure of heaven; N 
time to break my chains, and to let me de- 
part in peace from the priſon of this body. 

II. Becauſe my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 

My foul enlightened with that divine 
light, fortified by thy preſence, and pene- 
trated with the love of its Saviour, has no- 

thing 
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thing more to deſire than to ſee thee clear- 
ly, O my God! to love thee conſtantly, 
and to poſſeſs thee out of its priſon with- 
out fear of loſing thee. For altho' my ſpi- 
rit being far diſtant from thee, and encloſed 
within this earthly body, is deprived of 
thy ſight, yet it knows that thou alone art 
its ſalvation; and charmed with thy eternal 
beauty, it has nothing but diſguſt for all 
things elſe. Its only deſire is to ſee him 
that heals it, fatiates it, fills it with joy, 
and inflames it. Thou art come upon 
earth only to kindle in all hearts the fire of 
thy love. 

III. Which thou haſt prepared 9 the 
face of all people. 

The eternal father has given thee to 
men, that the juſt and ſinners, the 7e is 
and Gentiles, and all people without diſ- 
tinction ſhould regard thee as their model, 
maſter, and light, their glory, treaſure, 
and happineſs: And becauſe men could not 
behold thee, thou becameſt man, that we 
might poſſeſs thee in ſuch a manner as a- 
grees with our weakneſs, and have before 
our eyes, in our whole conduct, him who 
is the object of our love, and the end of 
our deſires. 

IV. A light to entighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people of Iſrael. _ 

The moſt obſcure darkneſs is abel 
led before thee, O Lord! all our errors 
are diſcovered, and we ſee by the ——_—_ 
0 
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of thy light, that divine beauty wherewith 


our minds are charmed. The people of 
I/rael find in thee the accompliſhment of 
thoſe great promiſes which were made to 
them, and receive by thee the crown of 
their glory. All fouls by the brightneſs of 
thy countenance become brilliant, rich, full 
of thee, and of thy bleſſings. Illuminate 
me, O my light! heal me, O my ſalvati- 
on! exalt me, O my glory! and ſatisfy me, 
O my telicity! Let my faith behold thee, 
my hope expect thee, my love embrace 
thee, and my ſoul poſſeſs thee here below 
as much as it is capable of it, waiting till 
it ſhall be able to behold thee clearly in the 


inſeparable union, and eternal repoſe of the 
heavenly country. 


O mother of the ſalvation and light of 
the world! by that love wherewith you of- 
tered your ſon to the eternal father for all 
men, and conſecrated yourſelf to his ſer- 
vice, oifer me alſo to his divine majeſty, 
that I may always abide in his houſe, and 
never depart from his will; and that du- 


ring the whole time of my baniſhment, I 


may never ceaſe to burn with his love. 
Bleſſed ſpirits who are already received into 
thoſe eternal abodes, clearly beholding him 
whom you have deſired, and poſſeſſing 
him with certainty never to loſe him, give 
me a ſbare of thoſe true bleſſings ye enjoy, 


draw my heart whither my treaſure and 
yours 
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yours 1s, that the clouds of this miſerable 
life being diſpelled, I may enter into the 
great day of eternity, there for ever with 
you to bleſs that God of mercy, whoſe vi- 
ſion is the conſummation of your happi- 
nels. Amen. | | 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt's flight into Egypt. 

HOM doſt thou-fly from, O Lord! 

thou who art the maſter of the world, 
and the fon of the living God? whither 
doſt thou fly, thou who art the refuge of 
others, and in whom the guilty find a ſe- 
cure ſanctuary againſt the puniſhments 
wherewith they are threatned ? Death itſelf 
flies before thee, becauſe thou art eternal 


——_—— 9 r . _ * 
2 — 4 


life, over which his power does not extend. 
The tyrant flies from thee, becauſe thou 


art the equitable judge that is to condemn 
him. Sin and malice fly thee, becauſe thou 
utteſt them to confuſion. The blindneſs 

and the dark deſigns of thy enemies fly 
from thee, becauſe thou art the light that 
diſcovers them; affliction and miſery fly 
before thee, becauſe thou art the confolati- 
on of the afflicted, and the ſtrength of the 
weak. But if it be neceſſary for thee to 
fly, O thou God of my ſoul! come to me, 
hide thyſelf in my heart, there thou ſhalt 
be ſafe againſt thoſe that ſeek thee to _ | 
rneec 
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thee to death: they will never believe, by 
ſeeing a miſerable ſinner ſuch as I am, that 
his heart can be thy retreat, and then 1 
ſhall poſſeſs thee without fear; thou wilt 
pardon me my ſins, renew me by thy pre- 
ſence, and enrich me with thy love and 
ſpiritual bleſſings. 

IT. How deplorable is my ſtate, if the 
multitude of my ſins remove thee ſo from 
me, that thou chuſeſt rather to fly into E- 
yt, than to remain in my heart! O Lord! 
I plainly ſee that thou wilt firſt obtain me 
mercy by thy ſufferings, and endure the 
pain of baniſhment for remedying my mi- 
ſeries ; but at leaſt, O my God! take me 
with thee, that I may be the companion of 
thy exile, and draw from the fountain-head 
the truth which thou teacheſt, Thou art 
the maſter of the world, and thou liveit 
in it as a ſtranger. Thou wilt have no 
fixed abode in thy own dominion, and thou 
avoideſt an eſtabliſhment on earth, though 
it be thy own handy-work. 

Art thou then, O Lord! baniſhed like 
me from the abode of happineſs? If thy 
foul is bleſſed, and enjoys the ſight of God, 
what can it fear here below, and why doſt 
thou uſe it as a ſtranger? It belongs only 
to me, O my God! who am baniſhed from 
heaven, to be a ſtranger on earth. I ought 
not to eſtabliſh myſelf in any place, becauſe 
I behold thee no where, and I muſt live 


without any attachment. to the goods oi 
| | this 
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this life, that I may not loſe thoſe which 
thou promiſeſt me in the other. But thou, 
O Lord! who ſanctifieſt every thing by 
thy preſence, haſt nothing to fear, becauſe 
nothing can hurt thee; thou canſt not be 
at a diſtance from thyſelf, nor a ſtranger 
in any place, becauſe there is none but 


what is thine; and yet thou remaineſt not 


even in that wherein thou art born: in thy 
infancy thou undertakeſt a painful journey, 
and wilt only touch the earth as thou paſ- 
ſeſt along. 

III. Open, O my God! the bd 
thy mercy, and the treaſures of thy pati- 
ence, to bear with me, and pardon me the 
errors of my life. For though ] feel the 
inconſtancy thereof, I am ſo much attached 
to it, as if it were to endure for ever. 

I am ſenſible in myſelf that I ſhall ne- 
ver find reſt in any thing but in thee; and 
that, as thou haſt created me only for thy- 
ſelf, I ought to expect no true peace out 
of thee. I behold with my eyes the revo- 
lutions of this world, every thing in it 1s 
in a continual agitation, ſometimes high 
and ſometimes low, as if it were hurried 
by the rapid motion of a wheel, and no 
truth is clearer or more ſenſible to me. 

I behold in thee, O thou God of my 
ſoul! that thou haſt no certain abode in this 
world: I learn by thy example that thou 
wouldſt not have me to fix my heart even 
upon thoſe goods thou giveſt me ; and that 

however 
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however holy and divine they may be, I 
ought to regard them only as the means 
of obtaining the eternal bleſſings which 
thou prepareſt for me. With all theſe in- 
ſtructions, experiences, and lights, my heart 
remains in blindneſs and in the forgettul- 
neſs of heaven, diſtracted by a thouſand 
different objects, multiplied by an infinity 
of cares either unprofitable or criminal; 
and riveted as faſt to the earth, as if it 
were the place of its repoſe: how blind, 
unreaſonable, and ſenſeleſs am I! I clearly 
ſee thoſe truths, and behave as if I ſaw them 
not. But what hinders me from ſeeing 
what I fee? and if I ſee it, how blind am 
I? Unhappy affection which attaches me 
to what flies away, poſſeſſes me with what 
paſſes, and plunges me into thoſe very 
things which periſh daily before our eyes 
Thou ſeeſt, O infinite goodneſs! the miſe- 
ry of this heart combated by itſelf, filled 
with contradictions, and juſtly rent by a 
multiplicity of oppoſite errors, becauſe it 
forſakes the unity of thy eternal truth. 

IV. My foul ſituated betwixt the promi- 
ſes of thoſe unchangcable bleſſings which 
it believes, hopes for, and deſires ; and the 
periſhable goods of the earth, which it 
ſearches after ſo paſſionately, finds the time 
too long which it employs, and the trouble 
too great which it takes, for meriting a re- 
poſe that will never end; its actions are 
cold, and its deſires languid: but to enjoy 

| earthly 
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earthly and corruptible pleaſures, it com- 
plains neither of care nor application; life 
appears ſhort to it, and eternity itſelf would 
not ſeem too long. How many fins ariſe 
from thence ? how many poiſoned fruits are 
afterwards produced from this corrupt root ? 
How can faith and chriſtian hope ſubſiſt 
with ſuch baſe inclinations, and ſuch mon- 
ſtrous errors? Thou who knoweſt them, 
O Lord! and weigheſt them in a juſt ſcale, 
ſeeſt the reaſon I have to doubt of my 
faith, of my charity, and of my chriſtia- 
nity, ſince my works are ſo contrary to my 
belief, 

But in regarding this miſerable heart, 
caſt thy eyes yon thy own, to find therein 
wherewith to heal mine. Conſider, O di- 
vine Saviour! for whom thou haſt under- 
taken this pilgrimage ; remember for whom 
thou laboureſt. If the voice of my ſins is 
lifted up to demand thy juſtice, the wounds 
of this ſoul which thou haſt redeemed are ſo 
many mouths crying ſtill louder to beg thy 
mercy. Why wouldſt thou come to abide 
with me in my baniſhment, if I could not 
find in thoſe paternal bowels the remedy of 
my evils ? I cannot be ſo wicked, but thou 
art ſtill more merciful. Thou wilt always 
haye mare goodneſs to pardon me, than I 
have malice to offend thee; and thou art 
more deſirous of granting me. mercy, than 
can be for obtaining it. Open then, O 

| | | my 
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my God! thoſe bowels of charity to thy 
poor creature : give to this miſerable ba- 
niſhed wretch an earneſt deſire of ſeeing and 
poſſeſſing thee ; and fince thou art ormni- 
potent, enter into its heart, turn thy ene- 
mies out of it, fix thy love in it, plant 


therein the tree of life, and pull up by the 


roots all its earthly affections. | 
All my miſeries call upon thee, O divine 


mercy ! that thou mayſt alleviate them: all 
my deſires are directed to thee, O immen- 


ſity of bleflings! that thou mayſt fulfil 
them: all the ſpots of my {ſoul prefent 
themſelves to thee, O infinite purity ! that 
thou mayſt take them away: and ſince thou 
detaineſt me in this exile in the midſt of 
earthly things, grant, O Lord! that I may 
know the meanneſs of them, that I may 
be ſenſible of their emptineſs, that I may 
withdraw my heart from them, and that it 


may no longer have any love or attachment 


but to thee. 

V. Why ſhould notT hope in thee, O my 
God! when I ſee thee love ſinners 1o affec- 
tionately, and come to abide with them in 
this valley of tears ? When I lee thee ſo ear- 
neſt in doing them good, that, even when 
they perſecute thee on earth, thou retireſt 
not into heaven, where thou haſt a peace- 
able abode, and an infinite number of bleſ- 
ſed ſpirits adore, love, and acknowledge 
| thee for what thou art; that thou flyeſt in- 


to Egypt, becauſe thou wilt purify by the 
; 5 breath 
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breath of thy ſpirit that country corrupted 
by vice and idolatry, that ſo many holy ſo- 
litaries who were to come thither after thee, 
and live there in the purity of thy love, 
might breathe in it that ſweet air and odour 
of virtues which thou haſt diffuſed therein : 
that thou mayſt be known, loved, and ho- 
noured in the very place where thy name 

was blaſphemed, the devil was adored, and 
fin had reigned fo long. Yes, O Lord! 
thou flyeſt not ſo much to preſerve thy life, 
as to conſecrate Egypt, and to prepare there- 
in the way for thy elect: thou haſt obtain- 


ed for them of thy eternal father the ſpirit, 


grace, love and conſtancy neceſſary for liv- 
ing holily in thoſe deſarts; every one of 
them was preſent to thee at that time, al- 
though they were not yet born; and they 
afterwards found in it the virtue which thou 
hadſt merited for them by means of thy love 
and prayets. 

Thou art wholly employed about us and 
our neceſſities, O my God! even when thou 
ſeemeſt moſt at reſt: thou art but newly 
born, and thou entereſt already into Egypt : 
thou ſuffereſt there a thouſand inconvent- . 
encies, where thou art as a worm of the 
carth, ſeeking a hole to hide itſelf in, leſt 
it be trod under foot; and whilſt thou re- 
maineſt there ſo quiet and unknown, thou 
planteſt poverty of ſpirit, flight of honours, 
contempt of the world, ſilence, prayer, o- 


bedience, purity of heart, deſire of heaven, 


reliſh 
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reliſh of ſufferings, holy ſimplicity, the life 
of pure love, and angelic chaſtity 1 in a ter- 
reſtrial and mortal body. 

When thou haſt ſown that divine ſeed, 
which is to produce a great number of 
faithful ſervants, elected before all time by 
thy eternal wiſdom, thou wilt return into 
Fudea, there to accompliſh the myſteries of 
our redemption, and from thence into hea- 
ven, commanding thoſe heavenly bleſſings 
to be communicated to the whole world. 

VI. But whilſt thou thinkeſt on ſancti- 
fying thoſe choſen ſouls, and inflaming 
them with thy love, where am I, O Lord! 
where haſt thou left me? Doſt thou not 
compare thy doctrine, % @ net caſt into the 
fea, and drawing all ſorts of fiſh? ( Matth. 
X111. 47.) Wilt thou ſuffer me, O my God! 
to ſwim without, thou who knoweſt I am 
loſt, if I am not in thy nets? O ſource of 
holineſs ! ſanctify me; O ſource of light! 
illuminate me; O ſource of all goodac!; 
and. perfection | change me; O ſource of 
being and life! give being and life to this 
nothing; O ſource of holy flames! inflame 
this tepid heart, and conſume in it what- 
ever is diſpleaſing to thee. Ah! divine Je- 
ſus, how weak and contrary to myſelf am 
I! I deſire the good I have not, and poſſeſs 
the evil I deteſt; but my deſire of good 
makes me not ſufficiently deteſt evil; and 
my deteſtation of evil produces in me but 


a eak deſire of good. There is nothing 
in 
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in me but miſery, falſehood, and appear- 


ance. Thou alone ſeeſt, O my God!] what 
I truly am. Heal me, O celeſtial phyſici- 
an] ſince thou knoweſt my infirmity; and 


grant that I may deſire my cure as thou 
deitreſt 1 it. 

VII. Make me enter, O divine maſter! 
into the depth of thy merits. Thou flyeſt 
at preſent from one enemy only, to fall 
hereafter into the hands of many, who will 


85 


take away thy life. Thou teacheſt me to 


fly from thoſe who perſecute me; and yet 
even when thou expreſſeſt thy love to me, 


thou diſpoſeſt things ſo, that flying from 


one croſs, I find another more grievous than 
the former. What means this, O my God! 
is it not better to ſuffer preſent evils, than 
to fly from them, to meet with greater 
which we cannot avoid? How little do I 
know thy deſigns, O eternal wiſdom! and 


how blind am I in thy ways, when' I fly 


from the croſs to find reſt: for, alas 
where ſhall I find it in this life? But why 


then wouldſt thou have me to fly, if in fly- 


ing I am not to find peace ? 

If I loved thee, O Lord! I ſhould com- 
prehend the ſecrets of thy conduct. Thou 
wilt have man, being a pilgrim on earth, 


to fly continually, to reſt no where, and to 
ſanctify his baniſhment by his patience and 


love of thee : thou perhaps deſireſt allo 
that I ſhould neither be taken up with what 
I ſuffer, nor with what thou art to do with 
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me; and that, reſigned to thy care, I ſhould 
have no other than to live without any tie 
to the earth, to ſerve thee faithfully, and 
to ſuffer myſelf to be guided in all things 
by thy providence. 
O Lord! who deſireſt to be the maſter of 
my heart, why is it not entirely according 
to thine? Why is it inſenſible that thou in- 
ttendeſt thereby to deliver it from the ſla- 
very which ſeparates it from thee? When 
ſhall I be ſo happy as to be a ſlave to no- 
thing but thee alone ? If thou alone wert 
my treaſure and all my riches, I ſhould 
live in this exile with the defire only of the 
heavenly country, In the midſt of my 
friends, I ſhould aſpire to thy friendſhip a- 
Jone; amongſt my enemies thou ſhouldſt 
be my ſole defence : I ſhould be free in thy 
company in the cloſeſt confinement, and a 
bony: of thy love, in the moſt perfect li- 
ch the croſs would ſeem ſweet to me 
very where, becauſe I ſhould be faſtened 
is it with thee, and the leſs pleaſure I ſhould 
have on earth, the more I ſhould find in 
thee. 

Whence comes it, O my God! that I 
ſearch here after company and pleaſures? 
Ah! I ought to live in this world only, to 
be crucified in it, to bleſs thee with my 
whole heart, to defire thee with all my 
ſtrength, and to love thee with all my love. 
Live in me, O Lord! travel in me, and 
reſt thyielt in me. May 1 be always oo 

thee, 
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thee, may I be wholly thine, and may I 
love only thee. | 


O moſt holy queen of angels! to whom 
no pain was troubleſome, no pilgrimage 


difficult, and no country ſtrange in the 


company of Jeſus. Every country with 


that treaſure was your own, every ſervice 


was . ſweet to you, every obedience light. 
You know, O refuge of finners! that I 
cannot have any good without him. Be 
mindful that the fruit of his labours is to 
acquire many children to himſelf, to call 
thoſe back who have departed from him, 
and to re-unite them that are gone aſtray. 


Aſſiſt, O mother of mercy ! this ſtrayed 


ſheep, purſued by a thouſand enemies in 
this valley of tears; bring it back to the 
flock, that it may hear and follow always 


for the future the voice of its divine paſtor, 


Ye citizens of the heavenly country, refuſe 
not your aſſiſtance to this poor baniſhed + 
creature, ſurrounded with a thouſand dan- 


gers; and obtain, that being diſengaged 


trom the earth, it may deſerve to live e- 
ternally with you in heaven, Amer, 
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IX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His ſenſation of the death of the innocents. 


HRIST had retired into Egypt; two 
years were already expired ſince his 
birth, and all that time had not been able 
to calm Herod's diſquiet. As he had reſolv- 
ed to put the new king of the Jews to 
death, after the wiſe-men had diſcovered 
him to him, ſeeing that they returned not 
thorough Jeruſalem, but had deceived him, 
he thought they had penetrated into his de- 
ſigns; being confirmed in his former ſuſpi- 
cions, his diflimulation was turned into 
rage, and he took the cruel reſolution of 
cauſing all the children to be lain, for fear 
left Chriſt ſhould eſcape him. He would 
not make uſe of the Jews to find him out, 
becauſe he did not confide in them ; being 
perſuaded they would omit nothing for ſa- 
ving their Meſhas ; that perhaps they would 
fubſtitute another chiid in his place; and 
putting but only one to death, would not 
ſecure the crown of Judea to himſelf, 
Thus, after. having finiſhed the affairs 
which had ſuſpended the execution of 1o 
barbarous a deſign, and thinking the noiſe 
which had been raiſed in Feru/alem by the 
wiſe-men was entirely ſettled, he reflected 
| ps on 
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on the time in which they had ſeen the ſtar, 
and finding it was near two years ago, he 
contrived a reaſon for ordering all the chil- 
dren which had been born within two 
years at Bethlebem and thereabouts, to be 
brought into onę place; and when they 
were aſſembled there, he cauſed them all to 
be maſſacred by his ſoldiers whom he had 
ſent thither, being perſuaded that the Sa- 


viour of the world muſt needs be involved 


in this ſlaughter. N 

The whole country in a ſhort time was 
tull of blood and tears. Every, place re- 
ſounded with the ſighs and deſpair of thoſe 
poor mothers for the death of their chil- 
dren, whoſe tender age, innocence, and great 
number rendered the maſlacre ſtill more 
horrible. | 

IT. This general affliction vas not miti- 
gated, as it commonly hayp.ns in other 


misfortunes, by the multitude of them 


that were ſharers in it; thoſe deſolate mo- 
thers augmented one another's grief, and 
{ſpread horror and compaſſion every where. 
So unheard of a cruelty ſtill occaſioned a 
fear for the future, and the terror was fo 
much the greater throughout the country, 
as they were the leſs in a condition of op- 
poſing the violence of that inhuman prince. 
We may ſufficiently comprehend whai 
the trouble and conſternation was, whict 
ſuch an accident muſt have raiſed among 
the people. The prophet Jeremy had fore- 
| K 3 | told, 
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told, that they would not be comforted, (xxxi. 


15.) and St. Auguſtin and many other fa- 


thers repreſent in ſuch lively colours, the 


lamentable cries of thoſe deſpairing mo- 
thers, and the unprofitable endeavours they 


__ uſed for hiding, defending, and ſaving their 


children, that it is impoſſible not to be 
moved to compaſſion thereby. It is not 
without reaſon that they ſpeak in this man- 
ner : for it would have been very difficult 
to have brought ſo great a number of chil- 
dren into one place without their mothers, 
the moſt part of whom were ſtill at the breaſt; 
and it is inexpreſſible what they felt, ſaid, 
and did, when they beheld what was dear- 
eit to them in the world flaughtered before 
their eyes. 

III. What paſſed in Judea was not un- 
known in Egypt to the eternal wiſdom of 
the divine infant; the voice of the blood 
which flowed from thoſe little innocent bo- 


dies reached him; and his ſacred humanity 


which ſaw all things in God, felt at the 
ſame time the pain of all the children, and 
that of all their mothers: for Chriſt's heart 
was tender, and full of compaſſion for thoſe 
that ſuffered, as it is eaſy to be obſerved in 
ſeveral parts of his life. 

When the people followed him in a mul- 
titude into the deſart, he ſaid to his apoſtles, 
T take compaſſion on the people, for behold they 
now continue with me three days, and have no- 
thing to eat, (Mark viii. 2.) A widow that 
wept 
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wept for her ſon whom they were carrying 
to his grave, preſenting herſelf to Chriſt 
near the city of Naim, he being touched 


with her tears raiſed up her ſon to life again. 


He could not behold Martha, Mary, and 
Magdalen weep for their brother without 
weeping with them. When he entered into 
Jeruſalem amidſt the acclamations of the 
people, who were come to meet him with 
palm and olive branches, the foreſight of 
the misfortunes of that city cauſed him to 
ſhed tears, and to foretel with great ſenti- 
ments of tenderneſs, the deſolation where- 
with God was to puniſh the crimes of its 
inhabitants. | 

It appears alſo from ſeveral other places 


of the ſcriptures, how ſenſible our Saviour 


was of Our evils : what then muſt his com- 

paſſion have been for ſo many innocent 
victims who were ſacrificed only on his ac- 
count? He wiſhed to have died inſtead 
of them; and if it had been convenient, 
he would have conſented to have been lain, 
and come to lite again as many times as 
Herod had cauſed children to be maſſacred, 
that he might have given his life for every 
one of them in particular. But becauſe 
it was neceſſary he ſhould live, and reſerve: 


himſelf for a more cruel death for the ſal- 


vation of all men, his knowledge of the: 
murther of ſo many infants, and of the 
grief of ſo many mothers, whilſt he ſaved 
himſelf by flight, occaſioned him a moſt 
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bitter pain. Tis true he was to recompenſe 
them abundantly ſome years after for the 
death they had undergone for him, by the 
crown of glory which he would merit for 
them by dying in his turn for them; but 
whatever he deſigned to do and ſuffer after- 
wards did not diminiſh in him the ſenti- 
ment of compaſſion with which he was pe- 
netrated, through the natural goodneſs of 
his heart. NE, 

Our Saviour's compaſſion extended ſtill 
further; and one of his greateſt pains du- 
ring the time of his pilgrimage, was his 
{tenſe of the evils which the children of A- 
dam, baniſhed from their heavenly country, 
ſuffered, and were to ſuffer, though juſtly ; 
becauſe they were all preſent in particular 
to his eternal wiſdom. . 

IV. To comprehend this truth, we need 
only reflect that the deſign of God, in cre- 
ating human nature ſo perfect, was not that 
it ſhould be ſubject to the miſeries it ſuf- 
fers; but on the contrary to be entirely 
free from them, and to attain to the delights 
of heaven, by thoſe of the earth. He ſub- 
jected the other corporal creatures to death 
and corruption, man alone whom the na- 
ture of his body ſubjected thereto alſo, was 
preſerved by a peculiar privilege in the 
terreſtrial paradiſe, from pain, hunger, 
thirſt, cold, heat, labour, death, and from 
every grievous thing that could befal him. 


For God was pleaſed that between the ſpi- 
Eo 15 ritual 
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ritual and corporal nature, there ſhould be 
a third, holding as it were the medium, 
being both angelic and terreſtrial, which 
without being ſubject to corporal evils, 
| ſhould participate in the goods of the mind, 
and be capable of eternal glory. He choſe 
that creature in which he had, as one may 
ſay, re-united heaven and earth, that he 
might work his wonders in it, communi- 
cate his divine perfections to it, and make 
it the paradiſe of his ſpiritual delights; but 
man having fallen from this happy ſtate by 
his fin, God who was unwilling to deſtroy 
him, reſolved to ſave by ſufferings, him 
who had been unable to preſerve himſelf i in 
his pleaſures. 

V. This obſtacle which ſin threw in the 
way of God's deſigns towards man, would 
have occaſioned God an extreme pain, if 
the divine nature had been capable of ſuf- 
fering. The holy ſcripture affirms that God 
was inwardly touched with ſorrow of heart, 
(Gen. vi. 6.) when he was obliged to puniſh 
the world by the deluge ; not chat he really 
felt that pain, or that he could repent in 
time of what he had reſolved from all eter- 
nity ; but becauſe, according to our man- 


ner of thinking, he had juſt reaſon of diſ- 


pleaſure in ſeeing himſelf obliged to chaf- _ 


tiſe a creature fo ſeverely which he had 


formed to be happy. But what God could 


not ſuffer in his divine nature, he had. a 
lively feeling of in the human, which he 
K 5 had 


226 IX. /uffering of Chriſt. 
had united to himſelf; he wept in it for all 
our ſins, as if they had been his own; and 
he bore all the puniſhment of them, as if 
he had deſerved it. 

Thus Chriſt has perfectly accompliſhed 
theſe two things with reſpe& to us; as 
God our ſovereign Lord, he makes our 
miſeries turn to his own glory and our ſpi- 
ritual advantage; as man, our companion, 
and brother, he feels all the bitterneſs there- 
of; and he would not ſubject us thereto, 
if he were not obliged to it by the laws of 
his juſtice and providence. Even when we 
ſuffer, he diſpoſes things ſo, that our pains 
become more profitable to us than the plea- 
ſures would have been which we loſt by the 
fin of our firſt father ; he has allo the good- 
neſs to ſweeten them to us, and bear the 
greateſt part of them, that being ſanctified 
in him, they may be for us a ſeed of glo- 
ry. He thereby re- eſtabliſhes his firſt de- 
ſign, which was that we ſhould be eter- 
nally happy with him, and free from all 
jorts of miſeries. 

VI. If we be truly the friends and ſer- 
vants of God, we ought to have continu- 
ally before our eyes two conſiderations, very 
proper for comforting us in the evils of this 
life, The firſt is St. Auguſtin's, who ob- 
ſerves that the holy church, which began in 
Adam and his children, has always been 
bathed in her own blood for the glory of 


her heavenly ſpouſe ; that the innocent A. 
Bel, 
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bel, in the beginning of the world, was 
waſhed in his own blood by the jealouſy and 
cruelty of his brother Cain; that at the 
coming of our Saviour, the holy innocents: 


watered with their blood the city of Bethle- 


hem and the parts adjacent; that Chriſt 
himſelf conſecrated the church with his own: 
blood, by dying upon the croſs ; that an 


infinite number of martyrs have ſhed theirs 


for his love; and that thoſe who died with- 
out ſhedding it, did not die without ſuffer- 
ing, becauſe one cannot fight under the 
ſtandard of a crucified God, nor have a 
ſhare in his glory, but by the croſs. 

There are two things in man, which all 
creatures are unworthy of, and ought only 
to be given to God alone, the heart and the 
blood, to love and to ſuffer. For Chriſt - 


has raiſed the value of ſufferings ſo much, 


that they are become more precious, not 
only than all earthly goods, but even than 


Z the rareſt favours of heaven. It is there- 


fore a- ſtrange blindneſs to ſuffer for the 
world, and to employ ſo holy a thing in 
profane uſes, which makes us loſe all the 
fruit thereof, and often ſerve only to render 

us more criminal. | 
David having defired to drink of the 
water of Bethlebem's ciſtern, which his ene- 
mies were become maſters of; and three of 
his ſoldiers having brought him ſome of it 
with extreme danger thorough the enemy's 
army, when he came to conſider how mul 
K 6 this 
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this water had coſt, judged that it ought 
to be preſented only to God; ſo inſtead of 
drinking it for quenching his thirſt, he ſa- 
crificed it to the Lord, to whom alone we 
owe all our cares and labours. If men , 
would do fo, their ſufferings would be 
ſweeter thereby, and they would not loſe as 
they do the beſt part of their lives. This 
loſs proceeds from their giving to periſhable 
goods a heart which is due only to God, 
and which God is ſo jealous of, that he can-. 
not ſuffer any thing to ſhare it with him. 
God requires our love above all things, 
becauſe love draws every thing elſe after 
it; pleaſure, thoughts, application, and la- 
bour poſſeſs the whole man within and 
without. Thus to give our love to God, 
who alone deſerves it, is to offer him the 
moſt perfect, extenſive, and agreeable of 
all facrifices. 

VII. The other confideration is, that 
God who intended to take his delight with 
us, ſeeing his firſt deſigns fruſtrated ; and 
not content with reſerving us for the abode 
of glory, found the means of making us 
reliſh them by the ſweetneſs of his commu- 
nications even in our exile. Hence it is 
that in order to comfort the children of A- 
dam for the loſs of the earthly paradiſe, he 
Pours upon them in the midſt of their mi- 
jeries more graces, than they would have 
received amongſt the delights of that happy 


Kate : for by diſcovering to them the ad- 
mirabic 
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mirable works of his love, he inflames 
them ſo with the deſire of pleaſing, ſerv- 
ing, and loving only him alone, that be- 
ing as it were inebriated with thoſe divine 
ſweetneſſes, they are no longer the ſame; 
all the pains of this life ſeem ſweet to them, 
and all its pleaſures bitter; and they are 
no leſs content in the ſevereſt ſufferings, 
than if they taſted the pureſt joys. 

St. Juſtin in his diſcourſe to the Romans 
concerning the faith of the martyrs, ſays 
that the chief reaſon which induced him to 
become chriſtian from a pagan philoſopher, 
was that chearfulneſs which appeared in the 
countenance of the martyrs amidſt fires 
and racks, being unable to perſuade him- 
ſelf that the thing in the world which hu- 
man nature has the greateſt abhorrence of, 
couid be ſuffered with joy, if ſome ſecret 
and unknown ſweetneſs had not changed 
ſuch dreadful torments into delights. But 
that holy martyr adds, that after having 
embraced chriſtianity, he was convinced by 
his own experience, that there is no corpo- 
ral pain, how frightful ſoever it may be, 
that can ſtifle the interior ſentiment which 
| Chriſt gives to thoſe who ſuffer for him. 

St. Paul relates his labours and ſufferings 
as ſo many triumphs; and David cries out 
with admiration : how great is the multitude 
of thy ſweetneſs, O Lord! which thou haſt 
hid for them that fear thee . . . , thou ſhalt 


hide them in the ſecret of thy countenance * 
e te 
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the diſturbance of men: (Plalm xxx. 20.) 
that is, thou defendeſt them, and placeſt 
them in ſafety by the ſecret knowledge of 
thy perfections, and by the interior com- 


munication of thy bleſſings. Not that they 


are inſenſible of pain, but tempered, as 


one may ſay, in an ocean of pure delights 


which the world is unacquainted with, 
which eye has not ſeen, ear has not heard, 
and which love alone experiences. God is 


at that time much more glorified by the 
Joy which his ſervants expreſs in ſufferings, 
than if they had remained in the earthly 


paradiſe; and they are no leſs happy there- 
by, ſince pure love makes them a delici- 


ous paradiſe of their own miſeries; *Tis 


true that this abundance of ſweetneſs is not 
grven to all; but all at leaſt, have this 
conſolation in their pains, that what they 
ſuffer for God is advantageous to them- 
ſelves, and even of an extraordinary me- 
rit, when it is ſuffered patiently. If the 
labours of this life are not a ſource of ſpi- 


ritual pleaſures to them in time, they are 


always a feed of glory for eternity. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt at the death of the innocents. 


1 thee thanks, O my divine Sa- 


1 your! for all thoſe bleſſings thou haſt 
beſtowed on me, not equally to thy de- 
ſerts, but in ſuch a manner as my tepidity 
is capable of. Thou art my fortitude and 


hope, ſupply by thy goodneſs what is want- 


ing in my weakneſs. Thou art my beati- 
| tude, the end of all my deſigns and deſires; 
if I cannot love thee equal to thy amiable- 

neſs, let me love thee at leaſt according to 


my capacity of loving thee. Thou behold- : 


| eſt the bottom of my heart, and all the 
{ ſentiments thou formeſt therein; but ſince 
thou inſpireſt me with the deſire of loving 


| thee, and ſince nothing is fo advantageous 


to me, grant that I may love thee, as thou 
| wouldſt be loved by me. Teach me to e- 
| fteem the favours of thy love, that I may 


not receive them fruitleſsly. Thy power 


has drawn me out of nothing, and thy 
grace has ſanctified me in baptiſm. Thy 


goodneſs ſupports, expects, and pardons 
me. Thy love occaſioned thee to deſcend 


on earth, to be the companion there of the 
miſeries I juſtly ſuffer. I have nothing, I 
hope for nothing but what I am indebted 


N 
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for to thy mercy, and I am nothing with- 
out it. I labour and am wearied; I go 
and come, I trouble and diſquiet myſelf 
for things which are out of thee, which 


defile, abaſe, and degrade me, and make | 


me loſe thy bleſfings and grace. 
When wilt thou come to the aſſiſtance of 


thy poor creature, O my ſalvation and only 


relief! I fee myſelf ſurrounded on all ſides - 


with miſeries; above me there is thick 
* darkneſs depriving me of the ſight of hea- 
ven; below me the corruption of earthly 
things; around me the noiſe and tumult of 
my paſſions; before me the vanities of the 


world; behind me the forgetfulneſs of true 


goods; within me the privation of thy 


knowledge and love; and among ſo many 


obſtacles which oppoſe my happineſs, I am 
ſo blind, as to believe I can live without 
thee, and not to comprehend the need I 
have of thy aſſiſtance. O my ſovereign 
happineſs! out of whom ] find nothing but 
evils. O thou life of my ſoul! without 
whom I live in a continual death. O thou 
light of my eyes! without whom. I always 
, walk in an obſcure night. Aſſiſt my po- 


verty, ſupport my weakneſs, and enlighten 


my blindneſs. 

II. Thou knoweſt that I can do nothing 
without thee, and therefore thou comeſt to 
ſeek me, that I may find in thee what 1 
find not in myſelf; thou haſt cloithed thy- 


ſelf with my fleſh; that I might have in thee | 
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a companion of my pains : thou haſt ſuf- 


tered thoſe which were due to me, that I 
might be leſs ſenſible of thoſe which befal 
me, and to ſhew in thyſelf how much great- 
er I had deſerved. I adore thee, O my 


true comforter! Alas! what am I good for 


to thee, and what advantage doſt thou find 


in comforting me? Am I not treated as I 
| deſerve, when I am oppreſſed with infirmi- 
ty, ſadneſs, trouble, diſquiet, and with all 


the labours of this life? Is it not reaſonable 


that I ſhould ſuffer chaſtiſement, ſince I have 
committed the fault; that I alone ſhould be 


puniſhed, ſince I alone am guilty ? Why 


| then, O divine Jeſus! wilt thou ſhare my 
| mileries with me? It would ſeem that thou 
art come into the world only to weep, la- 
bour, and ſweat; to be tempted, perſecu- 
ted, abuſed, betrayed, and abandoned; to 


ſuffer poverty, baniſhment, puniſhments, 


and death; in a word all the pains that I 
| ſuffer, and many others much ſeverer that 


I ſuffer not, becauſe thou wilt, not only 
aſſiſt me in bearing mine, but alſo make 


me ſenſible how juſtly I endure them. 


How truly, O Lord has thy apoſtle ſpo- 
ken, when he ſaid ; we have not a high-prieſt, 
who cannot take compaſſion on our infirmities, but 
tempted in all things like as we, yet without fin, 
(Heb. iv. 15.), and thy experience thereof 
renders thee ſenſible of all ours. When thou 
waſt upon earth, the evils which I was to 


ſuffer during the whole courſe of my lite, 


were 
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for to thy mercy, and I am nothing with- 
out it. I labour and am wearied; I go 
and come, I trouble and diſquiet myſelf 
for things which are out of thee, which 


defile, abaſe, and degrade me, and. make | 


me loſe thy bleſſings and grace. 

When wilt thou come to the aſſiſtance of 
thy poor creature, O my ſalvation and only 
relief! I fee myſelf ſurrounded on all ſides 
with miſeries; above me there is thick 
' darkneſs depriving me of the ſight of hea- 
ven; below me the corruption of earthly 
things; around me the noiſe and tumult of 
my paſſions; before me the vanities of the 
world ; behind me the forgetfulneſs of true 
goods; within me the privation of thy 
knowledge and love; and among ſo many 
obſtacles which oppoſe my happineſs, I am 
ſo blind, as to believe I can live without 
thee, and not to comprehend the need [I 
have of thy aſſiſtance. O my ſovereign 
happineſs! out of whom I find nothing but 
evils. O thou life of my ſoul! without 
whom I live in a continual death. O thou 
light of my eyes! without whom. I always 
, walk in an obſcure night. Aſſiſt my po- 
verty, ſupport my weakneſs, and enlighten 

my blindneſs. 8 
II. Thou knoweſt that I can do nothing 
without thee, and therefore thou comeſt to 
ſeek me, that I may find in thee what 1 
find not in myſelf; thou haſt clo thed thy- 


ſelf with my fleſh that I might have in thee | 


a Com- 
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a companion of my pains : thou haſt ſuf- 


tered thoſe which were due to me, that I 
might be leſs ſenſible of thoſe which befal 


me, and to ſhew in thyſelf how much great- 
| er I had deſerved. I adore thee, O my 
true comforter! Alas! what am I good for 


to thee, and what advantage doſt thou find 
in comforting me? Am I not treated as I 
deſerve, when I am oppreſſed with infirmi- 
ty, ſadneſs, trouble, diſquiet, and with all 


the labours of this life? Is it not reaſonable 
| that I ſhould ſuffer chaſtiſement, ſince I have 


committed the fault ; that I alone ſhould be 
puniſhed, ſince I alone am guilty ? Why 
then, O divine Jeſus! wilt thou ſhare my 


miſeries with me? It would ſeem that thou 


art come into the world only to weep, la- 


{ bour, and ſweat; to be tempted, perſecu- 
ted, abuſed, betrayed, and abandoned; to 


ſuffer poverty, baniſhment, puniſhments, 


and death; in a word all the pains that I 
| ſuffer, and many others much ſeverer that 


I ſuffer not ; becauſe thou wilt, not only 
aſſiſt me in bearing mine, but alſo make 

me ſenſible how juſtly I endure them. 
How truly, O Lord has thy apoſtle ſpo- 
ken, when he ſaid ; wwe have not a high-prieſt, 
who cannot take compaſſion on our infirmities, but 
tempted in all things like as we, yet without ſin, 
(Heb. iv. 15.), and thy experience thereof 
renders thee ſenſible of all ours. When thou 
waſt upon earth, the evils which I was to 
ſuffer during the whole courſe of my lite, 
Were 
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were preſent to thy eternal wiſdom; thou 


waſt touched with them at that time; as a 
charitable father, thou felteſt all the ſtrokes 
which I was to receive from thy hand, and 


thou obtainedſt me at the ſame time the 
grace of profiting thereby according to thy 
deſigns. How can I then, O divine paſtor 
of my ſoul! complain ſo bitterly of thy 
ſtrokes, knowing the pain they occaſion thy 
paternal heart? Why do I not own how 
profitable they are to me, by the pain thou 
haſt in ſtriking me? « 

Ah! Lord, how deplorable is my error ! 
Thou ſheweſt me, O celeſtial beauty! the 
tenderneſs of thy heart, and the wiſdom 
with which thy providence governs me; 
thou diſcovereſt thy paternal bowels to me 
even in thy chaſtiſements ; and thy goodneſs 
converts into eternal bleſſings the temporal 
evils which I ſuffer ſo juſtly. Who is like 
to thee, O merciful father ! The world puts 
its criminals to death, and goes no further : 
but thou, O Lord! in crucifying the ſinner, 
feeleſt his pain, giveſt. him patience, and 
alſo rewardeſt the patience thou giveſt him 
with eternal life. When human juſtice 
chaſtifes one that is guilty, the misfortunate 
perſon gets nothing thereby but pain and 
infamy ; but when thou chaſtiſeſt us in this 
world, we are immediately recompenſed for 
the puniſhment we ſuffer : for by inſpiring 
us with repentance for our ſins, thou filleſt 
dur hearts with a moſt ſweet — 
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| The world dejects us to deſtroy us, and thou 


humbleſt us only to ſave us. The world 
loads us to oppreſs us, and thou loadeſt us 
to refreſh us. | 
III. O my God, my ſtrength, my repoſe, 
and conſolation! why am I not inflamed 
with the deſire of ſerving and pleaſing thee ? 
Thou art not content with comforting me 


in my. pains, and with drawing from them 
that eternal weight of glory which thou pre- 


pareſt for me; but to ſhew how liberal thou 


art towards thoſe whom thou afflicteſt, thou 


alſo makeſt them love ſufferings, and re- 


duceſt them ſometimes to ſuch a ſtate, that 


they cannot live any longer without ſuffer- 
ing. Diſcover to me, O Lord! thoſe di- 


vine ſecrets; teach me to glory in the croſs, 


and to find what thou haſt hidden in it for 


| thoſe that love thee. For whom ſhall 1 


ſuffer, O my love! but for thee? When 
thou draweſt me to thee, when I cloſelyem- 


| brace thee, and am penetrated with thy 
love, I am neither ſenſible of injuries, diſ- 


graces, nor poverty, of contempt, perfidy, 
nor any other pain : all my evils are as it 
were drowned in thee, and thy preſence 
makes them even ſometimes the ſweeteſt 
food of my foul. What means this, O my 
God! art thou willing therefore that every 
thing ſhould become a paradiſe to me ? 
But it is thee I deſire, O Lord! open my 


heart and enter into it; or elſe open me 
thine, that I may enter into thy joy, love, 


and. 
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and knowledge. Thou haſt ſo great a de- 


fire of imparting thy glory to me, that thou 
canſt not wait till I am in thy houſe ; thou 


makeſt me taſte the firſt fruits thereof in 
this foreign land, by the ſenſe of thy pre- 


ſence. O divine love! O faithful friend ! 
hearken to my heart, which forgetting its 
baniſhment, ſings forth in a ſweet tranſport, 
the triumph of thy mercies : hear it, O 
Lord! it ſpeaks only to thee and for thee. 

O how ſweet is my love] how charming 
is my well-beloved ! my ſoul melts wholly 
into thee, O my God! it ſighs only for 
thee, O my treafure, my ſweetneſs, my 
hope, and my glory. Ah! my God and 
my all! O that I might loſe here in thee all 
that is not thee! May thy love live in me, 
and may I live only in thee, O my God, 
and my love! 

IV. Shew me, O divine Jeſus ! the exceſs 
thy love and the bitter pain wherewith it 
rents thy heart. Tell me who ſuffers moſt 
at the death of the Innocents, whether the 
mothers loſing their children, or the chil- 
dren loſing their lives, or thou, O Lord! 
preſerving thine by their deaths? The pain 
of the mothers exceeds not the bounds of 
naural love, and that of the children is 
without knowledge; but thy pain, O ſweet 
Jeſus! proceeds from an infinite love en- 
lightened and burning with the deſire of dy- 
ing for every one of them in particular. 
Why doſt thou permit, O charitable 
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ſo many children to ſuffer death for ſaving 


thy life, ſince thou comeſt upon earth only 


to give life to all men by thy death? Ah, 
Lord! theſe are the inventions of thy love; 


chou ſendeſt to thoſe children what they ſut- 
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fer, that thou mighteſt ſuffer the more; 


they received no wound but what pierced 
| thy heart, and their death is one for thee, 
becauſe thou dieſt not for them. 


But in order to ſatisfy thy love and the 
envy thou beareſt thoſe innocent victims, 
thou condemnedſt thy fleſh at that time to 


| dreadful torments. For a life of few years 
Which thoſe infants ſacrificed to thine, thou 
preparedſt them an eternal life by the death 


thou waſt to endure, and thou diedſt alrea- 
dy in them, by waiting till thou couldſt 


| die for them. Thus it is, O Lord! that 


thou wouldſt not allow the martyrs, ſuffer- 


ing for thee, to ſuffer more than thee, ſince 


there are none of them but whoſe ſufferings 


thou haſt felt with thy own. Thou haſt al- 


ſo ordained, that by dying for thee, they 
ſhould have the conſolation of living in 


| thee, and find in their temporal evils the 


aſſurance of an eternal happineſs. Bleſſed 
for ever be thy infinite liberality ; can we be 

or with thee, O my God! in whom we 
poſſeſs all the riches of divine love ? 

V. What a loſs is it to me, miſerable 
that I am, when I fly from the croſs to flat- 
ter my body! Faſting grieves me, prayer 
wearies me, ſolitude vexes me, and ſilence 

| afflicts 
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afflicts me. I am impatient in pain, weak 
in temptations, and attached to ſenſual plea- 
ſures. I can leave nothing for thee, and 
what I give thee I reckon tor loſt. 1 dare 
not oppoſe my paſſions ; I am afraid of what 
gives me the leaſt trouble ; and whatever 
conſtrains my liberty dejects my courage. 
O heart of ice! remiſs and ungrateful ſoul! 
How far am I from being willing to die for 
thee, O my God! and from envying the 
happineſs of thoſe who give their lives to 

thee? Is it thus I return thy love? I ſee 
neither drawn ſword, nor martrydom to 
ſuffer, and yet I tremble. I fly at the ſight 
of a ſmall inconveniency : how then ſhould 
I ſhed my blood for thee ? Behold, O Lord! 
what he is whom thou loveſt, for whom 
thou ſuffereſt, and for whom thou art wil- 


ling to give thy life. 


Have mercy on me, O my God! excite 0 
my zeal, ſupport my weakneſs, raiſe up my 


dejected courage, give me ſtrength to bear 
the pain which 'is found in the practice of 
virtues, in the mortification of the body, 
and in the exerciſe of thy love. Remember, 
O Lord! that thou haſt ſaid ; without me 
ye can do nothing (John xv. 5.) Alas! thou 
ſeeſt in the bottom of my heart the truth of 
thy words. How many times, in diſcover- 
ing to me the dangers to which I am ex- 
poſed, haſt thou interiorly admoniſhed me 
to be upon my guard, to diſtruſt mylelf, 
and to ſeparate myſelf from pleaſures. But 

| I am 
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I am ſuch a flave to my paſſions, ſo fixed 
to my diſorders, that for fear of forſaking 
them, I become deaf to thy voice, If at 
any time I have a mind to. ſhake off this 
E ſhameful ſlavery, I wiſh it might not be fo 
| ſoon; and even when J have reſolved to do 
it, Tam more afraid of the pain of ſepara- 
tion, than of the misfortune of attachment: 


ſtrange illuſion! deplorable blindneſs! which 


makes me afraid of my own ſalvation. 


Succour me therefore, O thou ſtrength 


of my ſoul! and break my chains; but de- 
lay not, 4% my enemy ſay, I have prevailed 
apainſs him. T hou openeſt thy hand, O Lord! 


and fillet every living creature with bleſſing. 


| Who ſendelt forth thy light and thy truth (P. 
| xit., 5. cxliv. 17. xlii. 3.); who giveſt 
| ſtrength to the weak, and victory to thoſe 
that overcome: remember that tho' weak 
and miſerable as I am, I am no leſs thine, 


| than all other creatures. Remember that 


s 
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| when thou cameſt to ſeek the loſt ſheep, 
| thou waſt not content to ſend it back again 
to the flock, thou carriedſt it thither thy- 
| ſelf; Deen it was gone too far from 
lence to be able to return. am that 


ſheep, ſeck me, O divine ſhepherd! for I 


have gone aſtray ; find me out, for I am 
loſt; carry me, for I am weak, and bring 


me back into thy fold. 

VI. Whence COMmes it, O Lond! ! that 
Herod imagines he cannot proton his crown 
but by depriving thee of life? Why will he 

put 
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ut ſo many children to death, aſſuring 
himſelf that thou wilt be one of them ? He 
will therefore neither live nor reign with 
thee, who art the omnipotent king, the | 
maſter of life and kingdoms. But, alas! 
the more I deteſt Herod and his cruelty, the 
more I condemn myſelf. Thou knoweſt, 
O Lord! whether I reſemble him; and 
perhaps thou ſeeſt in me the ſame diſpoſi- 
tions to ſin, that were in him, tho' I have 
no ſhare in the murther of the innocents. 
How often have I been willing to pre- 
ſerve my own reputation by deſtroying chat 
of my neighbour, whom thou haſt forbid- 
den me to hurt! How many times, con- 
trary to thy law and doctrine , have I en- 
deavoured to pleaſe a friend, in view of my 
own intereſt, by flattering him, prejudicing 
the truth, and perſecuting virtue! How 
many graces have I ſtifled in my ſoul, O 
infinite goodneſs! thou ſeeſt daily an infi- 
nity of ſuch like diſorders, and thou beareſt 
with them. The employment of world- 
lings, is to violate thy law, to ruin virtue, 
and to deſtroy ſouls; they apply thereto 
their whole mind, all their care, and in- 
duſtry; and I permit myſelf to be carried 
away by that torrent. I forget thee, O my 
God! I am a greater homicide of myſelt, 
than Herod was of the innocents; and in 
the diſorder into which my paſſions throw 
me, 1 do not perceive, no more than - he 


did, that thou eſcapeſt me, and that I loſe 
; thee, 
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thee. I imagine I can live, act, and ſup- 
port myſelf without thee, who art the lite, 
ſtrength, and ſupport of all creatures. 
Thou art willing to make me reign, and 
to enrich me by the poverty of ſpirit; and 
I deſtroy it in myſelf by the deſire of be- 
ing rich. Thou wouldſt aggrandize me 
by humility, and I reject it by an inclina- 
tion of becoming great. Thou wouldſt 
conduct me to glory by patience, and I 
loſe patience by the love of glory, | 

I am contrary to thee in all things, O 


my Saviour! and methinks I am afraid, as 
well as Herod, of meeting with thee; ne- 


vertheleſs how poor, miſerable, abandoned, 
and remote from eternal life and true hap- 
pineſs, am I without thee ! have mercy on 
me, O my God! and permit me not to 


follow my deſires; give me not what I de- 


fire, but what is convenient for me. Ah, 
Lord! rather the death of the innocents, 
than the life of Herd! May I begin this 
day to die to myſelf, and to live in thee. 


Inſpire me with the love of thy law, eſteem 


of thy doEtrine, and ſubmiſſion to thy will. 
May my greateſt deſire be to nouriſh my- 
ſelf with what thou teacheſt me, to ſhed my 
blood for what thou commandeſt me, to 
live by thee, and to die for thee, Put an 
end to my miſeries, O Lord! for they 
cannot have an end but by thee. Let me 
wiſh neither tor light, nor ſtrength, nor 
life but to love and ſerve thee. + It is no 

Vol. 4. L jets 
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leſs glorious to thee, O thou God of my 


ſoul! to fill thy houſe with converted ſin- 


ners, than with martyrs and innocents ; 
'glorify thyſelt therefore in me, O my Sa- 


'viour ! in drawing me to thee by the odor of 


thy perfumes and divine virtues; penetrate 
the bottom of my heart, and inflame it with 
thy love; make it hate the world, and 
burn continually with the deſire of poſſeſ- 
ſſing thee. | > 


DO O moſt bleſſedmother of God! O ſure re- 
-fuge of ſinners ! who have always lived in 
Chriſt and for Chriſt; raiſe up again by 


your interceſſion, my ſoul dead with fin. Þ 


And ye bleſſed ſpirits, who by the power 
-and goodneſs of that divine Savious, reign 
with him, obtain that his love may reign 
in me, and that I may reign eternally with 
you. Amen. N 
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X. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Alis obedience, 


2 FTE R the death of ered, and of 
4 thoſe who deſigned to put Jeſus to 
death, Joſeph admoniſhed by an angel, de- 
parted from Egypt to return into Judea * 
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X. ſaffering of Chriſt, 2343 
the child and his mother; but having un- 


derſtood that Archelaus reigned therein in 


his father's ſtead, he ſtopt at Nazareth, a 
city of Galilee, becauſe he was afraid leſt 
Archelaus being heir of the kingdom, ſhould 


be alſo that of his cruelty. As eſeph and 


Mary went every year to the temple of Je- 
ruſalem according to God's command, Jeſus 
being then twelve years of age, going thi- 
ther along with them, they loſt him in the 
temple, where having found him at laſt af- 
ter three days, they brought him back to 
Nazareth, The goſpel mentions nothing 


of what he did from that time to the thir- 


tieth year of his age, but that he was fub- 


Jett to them; and that ſubmiſſion is the a- 


bridgment of his life and doctrine, the cauſe 
of all his labours, and according to the A- 
poſtle St. Paul, the origin of all his glory. 


ie became obedient, ſays he, to death, even 


to the death of the croſs. For which canſe 
God alſo. exalted him, and hath given him @ 


name, which is above every name, (Philip. 
„ 8 


The firſt of his words related in the 


goſpel, is a word of obedience. Did you 
no know, ſaid he to his bleſſed mother, 


that I miſt be employed about the things that 


are my father's, (Luke ii. 49.) And he 
would not have us know any thing elſe of 
the thirty years of his life, but that he was 


ſubjeft to ther; whom his father had given 
him for his ſuperiors. | 
; When 
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When he began to live amongſt men, his 
common diſcourſes were, that 1 am come 
from heaven, not to do my will, but the will 
of him that ſent me (John vi. 38.); my. food 
7s, that I do the will of him that ſent me (iv. 
34.) ; my doctrine is not mine, but of him that 
ſent me (vii. 16.); that the cup which he 
was to drink for us, was that which hi; | 
faiher had given him (xviii. 11.). And the 
laſt words which he pronounced, being 
ready to expire on the croſs, were; all 1; 
conſummated (xix. 30.), into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit (Luke XX111. 46.); that is, I | 
have accompliſhed, father, all that thou | 
haſt commanded me; and I leave, by dy- 
ing, to thy diſpoſal, my lite, death, and i 
merits, and their application. f 
II. There are no expreſſions that can e, 
plain what the dependance was wherein our 
Saviour lived and died. For that reaſon it Þ | 
is that St. Luke has ſhewn in one word that r 
obedience of thirty years, which he could E 
not expreſs in many, and which the other 2. 
evangeliſts have not mentioned: for who p 
can comprehend the perfection wherewith ir 
Mary and Foſeph commanded Chriſt, and re 
that with which he obeyed them; the re- ÞÞ 
ſpect and humility of the bleſſed virgin in Þ T 
regard of him who was her ſon and her e 
God; and the difficulty ſhe had to com- m 
mand him? She commanded him never- : 
theleſs as his mother, becauſe ſhe knew vrt 
that God would have it fo, and that in I +, 
com- 8 
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commanding the ſon ſhe obeyed the father, 
Fofeph, as the head of the family, was re- 
ſpected by the mother and ſon, and that 
ſuperiority infinitely humbled him, Chrift 
obeyed them both in filence, with reſpect 
and joy, as thoſe who held the place to 
him of God his father. Behold without 
doubt the moſt perfe& obedience that ever 
was practiſed in heaven or on earth. @_., 
And yet all theſe wonders were hidden 
from the eyes of men: Joſeph and Mary ap- 
peared only to the public prudent and mo- 
derate parents, and Chriſt an obedient ſon. 
In private they very regularly obſerved the 
law of God, and lived according to their 
condition, by their hand- labour. Our Sa- 


Vviour wrought with St. 7% p, and aſſiſted 
him in all things, as far as his age and 
| ſtrength could permit him. God alone 
| knows with what fentiments the father and 


mother received the ſervices of ſuch a ſon, 


| whom they knew to be their creator: they 
| admired his humility, obedience, and ap- 
| plication to labour; and familiarity did not 
in the leaſt diminiſh in them that profound 
| reſpect which they had for him, whom they 
| commanded only in obedience to God. 
| They learnt from his divine mouth the fe- 
| cfets of heavenly doctrine, which he com- 
municated to them, frequently in obedience 
to their commands. At the end of their 
work, they retired to pray; but what muſt 


their prayer have been, in the preſence of 
a L 3 him 
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him who was their God! and what abun- 
dance of graces did they not receive there- 


in! it, was an admirable thing to ſee God 


ſubject to his own creature, the eternal word 
to a carpenter, and the ſovereign majeſty to 
the moſt abject employments of a poor 
cottage. 

Thoſe who obey. others in the world, have 
always ſome hopes of becoming. maſters 
themſelves, after having obeyed a certain 
time. The ſlave hopes for his liberty, the 
ſervant his recompence, the ſon: the ſuc- 
ceſſion of his father. But Chriſt. knew 
he-ſhould-not depart from the obedience of 


Mary and Jeſeph but to enter again into 
that of his eternal father, which was. to 
coſt him his life, and end only by the death 


of the Cr ols, 


During the three years that he manifeſted 
himſelf — the world by his doctrine and mi- 


racles, he never aſſumed to himſelf the glo- 
ry of them, but referred all to the power 
and wiſdom of his father who had ſent him; 
to teach the grandees of the world, that in 
the higheſt ſtations, they ought not to for- 


get their dependance on God whoſe ſervants 


they are, even when they command other 
men. In fine our Saviour obeyed with a 
perfect ſubmiſſion unjuſt judges, an idola- 
trous preſident, and cruel miniſters, as ſu- 
periors whom his father had appointed him 
for that time. His example ſhews us, that 
to obey. well. we muſt regard i in thoſe who 

com- 
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command us, neither age, capacity, me- 
rit, talents, nor virtue itſelf; but only him 
whoſe place they hold towards us. 

III. If we conſider attentively this model 
of all perfection, we ſhall allo diſcover, 
that as God has included the whole obſery- 
ance of the law in charity, he has alſo re- 
duced the whole proof of charity to the 
practice of obedience : If you love me, ſays 
he, keep my commandments Ie that hath my. 
commandments, and keepeth them : he it is, 
that loveth me----He that Ioveth me not, keepeth 
not my words (Jo. xiv. 15. 21. 24,). So that 
we do not pleaſe God if we love him not, 
and we love him not if we do not obey 
him.. Love and obedience. produce the 
ſame effects, and have the ſame reward; 
the want of either is equally puniſhed, and 
: ſtands in need of the ſame remedy ; obedi- 
| ence increaſes by love, and love is perfected 
| by obedience, Love ſanctifies the foul, u- 
nites it to God, and obtains it the fayours. 
of heaven; but obedience confirms and ſe- 
| cures the poſſeſſion. of them. By diſobedi- 
| ence love is loſt, and alſo temporal and ſpiri- 
| tual puniſhments incurred: obedience on the 
{ contrary re-eſtabliſhes love, and reconciles us 
to God. In fine, all chriſtian wiſdom ſeems 
to be included in this virtue. Therefore, tho' 
the tree which God had forbidden Adam the 
fruit of, was called the tree of knowledge, 
yet it was not becauſe Adam, by the eating 
of that fruit, was to become more know. 
| | | 1 4 ing, 
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ing, according to the ſerpent's falſe promiſe, 
but perhaps, becauſe by abſtaining from the 
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fruit of that tree in the ſpirit of obedience, he 
would have acquired a new degree of light ; 
for to know how to fin is not a knowledge, 


but an ignorance and blindneſs. He is the beſt 


inſtructed who knows good without the expe- 


rience of evil; and who, knowing evil only 


by its oppoſition to good, knows it without 
danger, and as far as it is neceſſary for a- 


voiding i it. 
Which made St. Auguſtin ſay, that God 
could not teach us better what obedience is, 
than by forbidding our firſt parents a thing 


which appeared of ſmall confequence, which 
was not bad in itſelf, and which might even 
be good. We comprehend thereby that the 
pern of this virtue conſiſts no leſs in 
omitting good forbidden, than in doing that 
which is commanded ; and that its value is 
in itſelf, and not in its object. The wiſdom 


of a chriſtian confiſts in obedience; and 


therefore it is that David begged it fo often 


of God: Teach me, O Lord! ſaid he, to do 


thy will, bccauſe thou art my God. One thing 
I have aſted of our Lord, this will I ſeek for, 


that I may dzvell in the houſe of our Lord all 
the days of my life, as a faithful ſervant, that 


knows and does the will of his maſter. 
(Pf. cxlii. 11. xxvi. 7.) 

IV. Diſobedience proceeds commonly 
from three poiſoned ſources. The firſt is 


the eſteem of ourſelves, which is nothing 
elſe 
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elſe but a blindneſs of the foul, that, hin- 
dering us from ſeeing our own weakneſſes, 
makes us impatiently bear in another the 
ſuperiority which we think ourſelves worthy 
of; this preſumption precipitated . Zucifer 
into hell, and the contrary virtue exalted 
the bleſſed virgin to the dignity of mother 
of God. It is to oppoſe ſo great an evil, 
that the ſaints have armed themſelves wit 
obedience, ſubmitted themſelves to every 
one, have always choſe rather to do the 
will of others than their own, and to hum- 
ble human pride in them, have obeyed even 
thoſe who had no right to command them. 
They interiorly eſteemed themſelves unwor- 
thy of living among the ſervants of God, 
regarding them all as their ſuperiors ; ; and, 
bee ha humility of heart is not acquir- 
ed without great pains, they begged it con- 
tinually of God by fervent prayers. 8 

The ſecond ſource of diſobedience is the 
attachment to our own fenſe, which is al- 
ways attended with obſtinacy and pride; 
and ſo difficult to be healed, that it is rare to 
find men in whom the divine light has diſ- 
pelled the vapour which cauſes uch a dan- 
gerous infatuation: for it is from thence: 
that hereſies and ſchiſiis ſpring up in the 
church, rebellions in ſtates, troubles and 
diſorders in religious communities: this al- 
ſo obliged the ſaints: to engage themſelves ' 
by vow to obey another man, though he 
was no better than themſelves, to bridle by 
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that means the diſorders of their own judg- 
ment, and to expel. by. that remedy, tho' 
bitter, ſo. dreadful. a poiſon. As the cure 
of this evil muſt come from heaven, we 
ought alſo to beg it of God, and to. endea- 


vour at the ſame time to repreſs. in ourſelves 
the ſpirit of contradiction, to keep our rea- 
fon under a ſtrict ſilence, to deſpiſe our- 
{elves interiorly,, not to prefer ourfelves to 
any one; to be perſuaded: that God com- 


municates his light to ſuperiors; that he 


aſſiſts them. with a particular: protection, 
and that it is better without: compariſon to. 
ſubmit ourſelves for the love of God to the 
will of another, than to expoſe ourſelves to. 
thoſe- misfortunes. which our own will en- 


gages us in. 
The third ſource of this fault is the irre- 


ular affection to any thing whatſoever; 
, by when we are poſſeſſed thereof, we com- 
monly withdraw. ourſelves from obedience, 
either for our own: ſatisfaction, or to pleaſe 


thoſe we love; by this it was that Adam fell: 


he was not ſo fooliſh as to flatter himſelf 
that he could become like God, or not to 


give credit to his menaces; but the fear or 
diſpleaſing his wife, and the deſtre of ſatisfy- 


ing himſelf, rendered him diſobedient. Tis 
alſo for remedying this evil that Chriſt tells 
us in the goſpel; if.any one will come after. 
ne, let him. deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, 
and follow me; me, who. in the whole.courſe of 
this mortal life, have found neither pleaſure, 


nor 


— 
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nor reſt, in any thing but obedience. (Mat. 
xvi. 24.) | 

V. Since this virtue is as it were the ge- 
neral remedy of all evils, we muſt not won-- 
der if the ſcripture and holy fathers give it 
ſuch great encomiums. It is neceſſary eve- . 
ry where: for this viſible world ſubſiſts only 
by that ſubordination and dependance which 
God has eſtabliſhed amongſt the creatures of 
which it is compoſed; Empires, Republics, 
Armies, and all: bodies are maintained only 
by order, and order is not obſerved without 
obedience ; therefore David having aſked, 
Wherein doth a young man correct his Way! i 
anſwers immediately, In keeping thy words — 
[ am delighted in the way of thy teſtimonies, as 
in all riches, This whole pſalm is full of 
the praiſes of obedience, and of the bleſ- 
ſings it procures us. (£/. cxviii. 9, 14.) 

VI. Obedience may be conſidered with 
reſpect to three ſorts of perſons. Firſtly, 
with relation to thoſe who, by the duty of 
their ſtate, command others. Secondly, 
with relation to thoſe who neither obey nor 
command any one. Thirdly, with relation 
to thoſe who have made a yow of obedience.. 
The firſt are expoſed to great dangers ; but 
they have alſo great occaſions, of merit. 
The others walk more ſafely ; but the third 
are infinitely. happy, when they know how 

to reliſh, the happineſs of their condition. 


All ought continually to have regard to the 
laws 
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law and will of God, as the compaſs- needle 
has regard to the polar-ſtar. 

Let thoſe who command propoſe to them- 
ſelves above all things to imitate the con- 
duct of God, whoſe place they hold; by 
employing the attractives of goodneſs and 
virtue much more than the ways of ſeverity, 
to make themſelves be obeyed : nothing is 
more efficacious, either to good, or evil, 
than the example of a ſuperior. When 
nothing appears in him but juſtice, without 
ſweetneſs or an inclination to pleaſe, inferi- 
ors have not a fufficient eſteem for him, 
and eaſily paſs from the contempt of the 
ſuperior to the contempt of obedience. But 
theſe marks of virtue and goodneſs ought 
to be directed to God, ſince, ſuperiors are 
the/-miniſters of his will, and not the pro- 

rietors of their power. 

It is a deplorable blindneſs in thoſe who 
command, to regard the exerciſe of their 
power as a good which is their own, and 
not as an obedience they pay to God. And 
note ye kings underſtand : ſays David, take in- 
ſtrution you that judge the earth. © Serve our 
Tord in fear, in the ſtations wherein he has 
placed you, and rejoice in him with trembling 
(Pſ. xi. 10, 11.); you that are elevated 
above others, and placed, as one may ſay, 
between heaven and earth, conſider your- 
ſelves rather as the- ſervants. of God, than 
ſuperiors. of men: embrace diſcipline, leſt 
ſometime our Lord be wrath, and you periſh 7 
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of the juſt way (Fſ. xi. 12.), For thoſe 
who are above others, unleſs they take great 
care to preſerve themſelves in humility, com- 
monly fall into the tault of afcribing all to 
themſelves, of deſiring to be applauded for 
every thing they do, of beheving they are 
deprived of the hanour that is not paid to 
them, and of being offended with every 
thing that is not done for them. Thus they 
take amiſs the counſels that are given them, 
becauſe they imagine that proceeds from a. 
diffidence of their prudence; and are aſham- 

ed to follow the knowledge which they are 
not the authors of. If in the accompliſh- 
ment of their duty they {fought only the 


will and ſervice of God, they would hear 


all good counſels joyfully, from what quar- 


ter ſoever they came, and would chuſe much 


rather to be aſſiſted, than eſteemed, by every 
one. 5 
Thoſe that live without command and 
independently are free from thoſe faults, and 
their whole obedience conſiſts in the obſerv- 
ance of the will of God. But, alas! fo. 
little regard is had thereto in this our age, 
that he who makes it the rule of his con- 
duct, paſſes for an extraordinary, ſingular, 
auſtere, unfociable, and extravagant per- 
ſon. We ought to live, ſay they, like o- 
thers, and follow only the common ways; 
but this life and theſe ways proceed from 
the prudence of the fleſh, which according to 
the apoſtle, (Rom. viii. 6.) is IO 
; om 
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from the wi/dom.of this world, which 7s folly | 
with God. (1. Cor. iii. 9.) Phe fleſh kills F 
us, becauſe it: 4 us of the life of 
grace; and the world deceives us, becauſe 


all: its maxims are but vanity and illuſion. 
True prudence is to live according to the 


law of God: for much better is obedience, ſays. 


the wiſe: man, than victims (Eccl. iv. 17.) 
and he who is ſubject to God in all things, 
offers him a continual and always agree- 
able holocauſt. 

VII. The obedience of the religious is 


imperfect, if they join not to the exterior 


of . is commanded them, the will of 


obeying, and the ſubmiſſion of their own. 


judgment. Thoſe who are arrived at that 


purity and ſimplicity of obedience, which 


makes them regard the order of their ſupe- 


rior. as the will of God, enjoy a continual 


peace; but he who behaves in ſuch a man- 
ner as to admit of no commands but. ſuch 
as he pleaſes, who examines and judges his 
ſuperior, who in his obeying has more re- 
gard to the will. of man, than to that of 


God; ought: not to, flatter himſelf that his. 


obedience is true. 

Thus it is a moſt eee for, all 
thoſe that conſecrate themſelves-to God in. a 
religious life; not to place their conſolation 


in a. natural attachment: to- their ſuperior, 


nor to perform out of human friendſhip, 


what: ought to be done only:out of divine 
n For heſides that it is not obeying 


helily, 
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holily, when we obey a friend only, this 
falſe obedience is alſo the ſource of a thou- 
fand diſorders in communities: as it is: 
founded only on ſelf- love, it. commonly; 
produces murmurings, parties, diſſentions, 
and makes the ſpirit of the world enter. 
thereby into the houſe of God. We ought. 
therefore to obey every ſuperior whatſoever 
indifferently, whether good or bad: if he 
is leſs favourable to us, our obedience will 
be the more pure. A regular community 
compoſed of ſubjects piouſly ſubmiſſive, 
and of a ſuperior without virtue, will al- 
ways be much better, than that whoſe ſu- 


| perior is. holy, and: ſubjects diſobedient. 


uch is the. obedience which Chriſt has, 


taught us, by telling the Jews, (Mat. xxiii. 
25 3.) The Scribes and Phariſees. have ſat on 
! the chair of Moſes: obſerve therefore and do 
| all whatſoever they. ſhall ſay. to you: but do 
not according to their works, and St, Peter 
commands us to be ſabject to every human 
creature for God's ſake—not only to the good: 
| and gentle, but alſo to the froward (1 Pet. xi. 
13. 18.); and herein conſiſts the perfection of 
this virtue: from whence we may draw theſe 
three maxims ſo important for the religious. 


. The firſt, that he who, ſeeks to do his 
own will, or endeavours to bring that of 
his ſuperior thereto, has neither the peace 


nor merit of obedience. The ſecond, that 


in a religious ſtate there is neither holy zeal, 


nor virtuous, prudence, if both are. not 


founded 
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founded upon a perfect ſubmiſſion to the 


rule and ſuperiors, in every thing that is 
not contrary to the law of God. The third, 


that whoſoever deſires to find that intennal 8 


peace promiſed to the truly obedient, ought 
to obey man tor the love of God. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt in his obedience. 


NJ SOVEREIGN OR" omnipo- 
O tent God, my Lord and creator 
from whence comes it that thou vouchſafeſt 
to have a continual commerce with thy mi- 
ſerable creature, and that thou canſt not al- 
low it to have any other rule or conduct 
but thy will? What am I in thy preſence, 
O my God! and how dare I fo much as 
lift up my eyes towards thee for knowing 
thy deſigns and receiving thy orders ? It 
would be enough for me that thou ſhouldſt 
order me to live. amongſt beaſts; to learn 


from the worms of the earth, that humi- 


lity which is ſo neceſſary for me; from the 
ant, that care which is profitable for me; 
and from the moſt ſtupid animals, patience 
and obedience: theſe are maſters ropor- 


tioned to my baſeneſs. Why wilt thou 


have me then, O * to look up to thy 
majeſty ? 


t] 
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majeſty ? It was thereby that Adam fell, and 


loſt his innocence : the angels were caſt 


| down into hell, for having reſolved to be 
| equal to thee; and Judas was loſt, becauſe 
he was not content with being among thy 
foliowers. The earth is the place which 
belongs to me, O my God! it is my mo- 
ther, from it thy hands formed me, it is 
my reſidence and true abode. 
O infinite wiſdom! tho? thou haſt form- 
| ed me of clay, thou haſt made me for thy- 
ſelf, thou haſt taken me out of the earth, 
not that I ſhould fall into it again, but be- 
| cauſe: thou art pleaſed to live in my foul, 
which thou haſt incloſed within this earthly . 
| body. Thou wilt be my wiſdom and light, 
| for diſcovering thy mercics to me, and for 
| ſhewing me thy will; that by endeavouring 
to imitate what I perceive in thee, I may 
| elevate myſelf above myſelf, and not re- 
main always plunged in my original mire. 
Thou vouchſafeſt to abide in me as in thy 
own houſe, and to find nothing in it but 
| what is ſubje& and pleaſing to thee, I 
| adore thee, O divine maſter! teach me 
what thou wouldſt have me to know, and 
ſuffer me not to know any thing elſe ; guide 
my ſteps, my ſenſes, my powers, affecti- 
ons, deſires, and reaſon ; and let thy will 
be done in me, as it is done in heaven. 
Thou haſt given me a material body, 
and a ſpiritual ſoul; and haſt commanded 
that both ſhould equally obey thee. The 
| angels, 
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angels are no leſs ſubject to thee than the 


{ſmalleſt worms; nor the terreſtrial bodies 
than the celeſtial. - Let the ſame order be 
obſerved in me, O Lord! let my ſpirit and 
fleſh rejoice in thee; and let every thing 
within me be equally ſubject to thee. Since 
thou requireſt of me a perfect obedience, 

mit. not this clay ever to oppoſe what 
thou defireſt of my ſoul. 

II. Tis thy will O Lord! And thou 
haſt created our nature in this ſo perfect an 
order: but, O heavenly phyſician ! I muſt 
here diſcover: my wounds and infirmities to 
thee. . The law of ſin lives in me, and re- 
fiſts. thy will. I believe by faith what thou 
teacheſt me; but when Fam to accompliſh 
it, I find myſelf fo weak, that I yield to 
the deſires. of the fleſh. The world calls 
mez and. tho' I plainly. know that. what- 
ever it offers me is nothing but deceit, yet 
I follow it. Vanity allures me by a thou- 
fand falſe promiſes, and I believe it. Plea- 


fure ſolicits me by poiſoned ſweetneſs, and 
I give ear to it. My diſorderly inclinations | 


importune me, and J allow myſelf to be 
hurried away thereby. Thou calleſt me, 
O my God! on the other hand by the at- 
tractive of thy grace, and the pure light 
of thy truth, and I refuſe to obey thee. 1 
hear thy voice, but come not to thee. Thou 
encourageſ! me, and yet I am ſlack. Thou 
hearteneſt me again, and J am till afraid. 


Thou draweſt me, and I reſiſt thee. I fee | 


my 
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my failings, and do not amend them. I 


am ſenſible of the danger I am in, and I: 


| continue in it. 

| How deplorable is this 1 and how 
| worthy is the extremity of my miſery of 
thy compaſſion? I fear thee, O Lord! and 


fear myſelf. My vicious habits, and thy 


| holy law torment me almoſt equally; the 
things which thou requireſt of me, and 
thoſe which I have hitherto loved rend my 
heart, and yet I can neither forſake myſelf; 
nor ſeek thee. O Prince of peace! G di- 
vine deliverer | quell this inteſtine: war, de- 
yer me from this torment, break. my bonds, 
that all may, be re- united in me 10 /acrifice- 
| to:thee. the hoſt of praiſe, and that I may be 
| entirely thine (Palm cxv. 8.) . Since thou 
| granteſt me the grace of knowing the dan- 
ger J am in, grant me allo that of not lo- 
| fing the light which thou giveſt me, of not 
relapſing. into my former blindneſs, and of 
never ſleeping. in that abyſs of ſin, where 
| thy voice is no longer heard, thy light, is. 


no longer ſeen, and where they are no 


longer ſenſible of that mortal poiſon Which 
| kills the ſoul, by ſeparating it from thee, 
| my God!] who art its true life. 

How much was I to be lamented in ſo 
dreadful a ſtate! I lived, not by thee, nor 
by thy truth, nor in the obſervance of thy 
law, but in vile affections, profane deſires, 
ſhameful: engagements, and in other abo- 


minations which, thy. mercy beheld; and 
| bore- 
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| bore with. Thou departeſt not from me, 
O my falvation and remedy! Thou heal- 
edſt me in baptiſm, and gaveſt me thy law, 
that it might be the meditation of my heart 
day and night; turn away my eyes there- 
fore from every thing elſe, that they may 
not ſee vanity ; let not my feet run but to 
ſerve thee, nor my hands labour but only to 
pleaſe thee. 1 
But when will it be, O divine maſter ! 
O powerful reſtorer of my loſſes! O wile 
reformer of my diſorders! when will it be 
that thou wilt re-unite in thyſelf alone all the 
diſſipation and multiplicity of my thoughts; 
that thou wilt draw me after thee by the 
odour of thy perfumes, by the charms of | 
thy beauty, and by the ſublimity of thy 
' doctrine ? When wilt thou eſtabliſh in me | 
an eternal peace between the fleſh and the 
ſpirit ? Bleſſed is the man whom thou ſhalt in- 
ſtruct, O Lord! and ſhalt inſtruct out of thy 
lar. That thou mayſt give him quietneſs from 
the evil days; till a p#t be digged for the fin- 
ner, and till the enemy, which is the body, 
be in the grave (P/. xcin. 12. 13.). 
III. Preſent thy ſelf therefore to my ſoul, 
O mirror of eternal truth! that it may diſ- 
cover in thee its ſpots and uglineſs. But 
thou ſheweſt them continually to it, O 
Lord! I behold in thy life the defects and 
vanity of mine, and I cannot excuſe myſelf 
on account of my ignorance. Thou art 
my God, to thee alone. belong glory and 
3 ma- | 
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majeſty ; every thing is naturally ſubject to 
thee ; and yet, to confound my pride, thou 
concealeſt thy greatneſs : thou ſubjecteſt 
thyſelf to thy creatures, obeyeſt the work 
of thy own hands, and doſt the will of 
thoſe whom thou feedeſt and governeſt. Is 
the bleſſed virgin the leſs thy creature, for 
being thy mother ? Whatever ſhe has, and 
whatever ſhe is, does it not come from thee ? 
| Has her quality of mother taken from thee 
| the ſovereign dominion thou haſt over her? 
| Whence comes it then that thou obligeſt 
| her to command thee, and obſerveſt in re- 
gard of her an obedience of thirty years? 
| What need haſt thou of her conduct, thou,who 
art the infinite wiſdom, and governeſt both 
* thoſe who command, and thoſe who obey. 
he thou always before the eyes of my 
foul, O faithful mirror of all virtues! that 
| I may learn in thee to know and hate my- 
ſelf, to imitate thee, and to waſh our all 
the ſtains of my life by the 1mitation of 
| thine, How can I, by ſeeing thee, not 
| ſubmit myſelf entirely to thy will, and not 
even obey all creatures? What evil can 
there happen to me, tho' I ſhould put my- 
| ſelf under the feet of every body for thy 
| love? There it is, O Lord! I fhall find 
| thee, and ſhall be like thee, who waſt trod 
under the feet of ſinners; but if I exalt 
| myſelf, I loſe thee, becauſe thou hateſt the 
proud; and when we depart from humility, 
we always depart from thee. 


Thou 
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Thou ſeeſt, O my God! how full I am | | 


of preſumption and vain eſteem of myſelf; 
from thence proceeds that confidence in my 
on knowledge, and tie to my own will, 
which | hinders me from ſubmitting myſelf 
to thoſe whom thou commandeſt me to 
obey, makes me loſe interior peace, and is 
in me the ſource of an infinite number of 
ſins. For my own judgment ſeduces me in 
a thouſand manners, ſometimes by the af- 
fections of my heart, and the ſenſe of plea- 
ſure; fometimes by the motion of humour, 
indignation, and wrath ; fometimes by the 
falſe pomp of vanity ; often by envy and 
intereſt ; and always by that irregular incli- 
nation which proceeds from the corruption 

of the carnal man, AY 
When I would ſerve thee according, to 
my own humour, I begin to diſpleaſe thee ; 
becauſe by following my own light, I for- 
ſake thine; and this is what renders my 
faults inexcuſable, my blindneſs more dan- 
gerous, and my wounds more incurable : 
for the more I depend upon myſelf, the lets 
I know myſelf, and the more guilty I am. 
Thou wouldſt have me to poſſeſs my ſoul, 
and find a ſolid peace in my ſubmiſſion; 
and I ſeek trouble in my 'own will. Thou 
art willing to protect me by obedience, and 
T expoſe myſelf by diſobeying to all the 
deſigns of my enemies. When I reſign 
myſelf to the conduct of others, thou tak- 
eſt mine upon thyſelf ; and yet I og; fot 
| ther, 
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ther, by withdrawing from obedience, to 


take upon myſelf the whole account I am 


| to give thee. But if thou entereſt into 


judgment with thy ſervant, O my God and 


i 2 judge! what mall e of me ? 
| what ſhall be the lot of this earthly man, 
full of miſeries and fin. I may indeed de- 
ceive myſelf; but I cannot deceive thy in- 
finite wiſdom. Convert me therefore, O 
Lord! and humble my pride, before the 
day of thy wrath. 


Thou knoweſt how dangerous it is for 


man to live according to his own will; for 
that reaſon thou haſt been pleaſed that the 
children of Adam ſhould be diffident of 
their own light, and ſhould receive thine 
thro' the channel of obedience. Thou en- 
lightneſt the ſubmiſſive, aſſiſteſt the hum- 
ble, and reſiſteſt the proud: when I obey 
for the love of thee, I am ſure of pleaſing 
| thee; and thou never permitteſt me to go 
| aſtray, in following the conduct of others 
by a defire of imitating thee. - But if I am 
| aſhamed of ſubmitting myſelf, and prefer 
my own will to that of others, who ſhall 
aſſure me that I accompliſh thine ? 


When I abound in my own ſenſe, I often 
ſcandaliſe my neighbour, I deſpiſe him and 
admire myſelf; I flatter myſelf with being 
wife, and I know not myſelf; I think I 
walk in ſafety, and I behold not the preci- 
pices which ſurround me; I continue aban- 
doned to myſelf, deprived of thy * 17 

ight ; 
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light; and I am unconcerned amidſt fo ma- | 


ny ſubjects of fear. O my Lord and my 
God! who art ſtill willing to be my {ſavi- 
our and ſalvation, thou knoweſt that pre- 


ſumption, vain- glory, and ſelf-will are the 


cauſe of my ruin; pluck from my heart 
thoſe corrupt roots, teach me to have re- 
courſe to thee with a ſincere defire ef my 
cure, ſince thou alone art my remedy, and 


ſince thou alone canſt heal the wounds of | 


my ſoul. 


IV. Teach me, O heavenly maſter ! the i 


' value of this virtue which is ſo dear to thee, 


which attended thee every where, and nad 


thee obey without reſiſtance, not only thy 


bleſſed mother and St. Joſeph, but alſo the | 
- unjuſt judges who condemned thee, and 


the executioners who crucified thee. When 


they demanded thy hands to load them with 


chains, thou gaveſt them. When they 
commanded thee to take or put off thy gar- 
ment, thou didſt ſo. When thou waſt ob- 
liged to fit down to be derided, thou com- 
pliedſt. When they preſented thee with 
gall and vinegar, thou didſt taſte of it. 


When they ordered thee to extend thyſelij 


upon the croſs, thou obeyedſt them, and 
thou fulfilledſt the will of thy pertecutors, 
as if the eternal father had ſpoken to the: 
by their mouth. 

How thy virtues praiſe thee, O Lord d 
heaven and earth! how the angels and faint: 


glorify thee, how all the powers of my i 
blcis 
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bleſs thee! Why am I not tranſported with 
love and admiration at the ſight of thoſe ſo 
pure truths which thou teacheſt me. Thou 
hateſt the ſinner, becauſe he is unjuſt; and 

thou wilt have me to obey him ; thou con- 
demneſt injuſtice, and thou requireſt me to 
ſubmit thereto. Why ſo, O my God! but 


to make me comprehend that I ought not 
to regard in him who commands me any 
other ſuperior but thee; nor any other will 


but thine. 

How difficult is it for me, O Lord! to 
enter into the holy liberty of thy children, 
ſince I love the ſlavery of my blind and diſ- 
orderly will ! If thou exacteſt painful and 
troubleſome things of me, what ill can be- 
fal me from thence, ſince it is thou who 


| commandeſt me them? If I beheld thee 


with my eyes, and were aſſured that thou 
thyſelf declaredſt thy will to me, with what 
readineſs would I not obey thee? and if it 
be certain, as I cannot doubt of it, that 
thou governeſt all things in heaven and 


earth, "what ſignifies it to me by whom J 


learn thy will, whether by an angel or a 
devil, by a ſaint or a wicked man ? 

Ah, Lord] thou ſeeſt the bottom of my 
heart, and thou knoweſt I loſe interior peace, 


when ! diſtinguiſh between thoſe that com- 


mand me. Grant me grace to conſider no- 
thing in them, but thee alone, and to reſign 
myſelf entirely to the conduct of thy pro- 

TOLL M vidence. 
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vidence. For then altho* thou ſhouldſt 


ſubject me to my cruelleſt enemies, thou 


wouldſt guide their heart and mouth, and 
they ſhould command me nothing but 
what would be profitable for me. 

If thou ſhouldſt give me a ſuperior that 


were unjuſt, wicked, or my enemy; thou 


wouldſt turn all his malice to my advantage, 
and whilſt he ſhould ruin himſelf by his bad 


- Intentions, I ſhould fave myſelf by the ſin- 


cerity of my obedience. 

I caſt myſelf therefore at thy feet, O 
thou God of my ſoul ! conduct me by what 
way thou pleaſeſt; govern me by whom 
thou wilt, ſince thou art continually in all 


things, and in every perſon, my ſuperior, 


director, and maſter. Thou knoweſt, 
loveſt, and guideſt me by that knowledge 
and love. 

Whatever creature commands me, and 
however deſpicable it may be, I am ſtill 
unworthy of receiving thy orders by it, and 
there is none ſo wicked but to whom! may 
juſtly ſubmit myſelf, But grant, O Lord! 
that in obeying it, I may obey thee alone, 


and conſider nothing but thy will in that 
df it; for thou art "the father of mercies, 


and diſpoſeſt all things with ſweetneſs and 


l ove. 
V. Hear me in this moment, 0 God of 


love! and receive the moſt ble prayer 


T make to thee. What thou requireſt of 
me 
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me above all things, is that I would obey 
thee, and the firſt thing thou commandeſt 
me, is to love thee. Can I find there any 
reluctancy in obeying thee ? No, my Lord! 
and I conjure thee to accept at preſent what 
I offer thee, and to confirm by thy grace 
the proteſtation which my milerable heart 
is about to make thee. 

I, a miſerable ſinner, in conſideration of 
that love wherewith thou haſt given thyſelf 
wholly to me, here make a public profet- 
ſion of perpetual obedience to thy love. 
Receive, O divine love ! theſe hands, theſe 
feet, thele eyes, this tongue, all my lenſes, 
my whole body, my will, memory, and 
underſtanding, the deſires, ſighs, inten- 
tions, and all the motions of my foul, Re- 
ceive, O Lord! all the hours, moments, 
and accidents of my lite, and my whole 
man interior and exterior. Thou halt ſaid, 
that we can do nothing without thee ; nor 
remain with thee, but by the union of thy 
love. Ah! let that love be then the ſu- 
perior of thy creature; let it govern my 
lenſes, powers, and actions; let it regulate 
my labour and reſt ; let it make me go and 
ſtay where 1t pleaſes : ; let it reign over me 
abſolutely 3 let it afflict and comfort me; 
let it humble and exalt me; let it conſume 
my imperfections; let it keep my whole in- 
terior in dependance ; let it recollect its dit-- 
fipation, extend its nar rowneſs, elevate its 
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lowneſs, and fill its whole ſpace. O di- 


vine love! poſſeſs me wholly, and then do 
with me what thou wilt : plunge me into a 


ſea of ſufferings; overwhelm me with tor- 


ments; for I ſhall fear nothing when I am 
with thee; and ſince thou art more deſira- 
ble of what I aſk thee, than I can be my- 


ſelf, transform me ſo into thee, that I may 


no longer know nor find myſelf but in 


_ thee. 


O moſt pure mother of Good ! the hum- 
bleſt and moſt obedient of all creatures 
conſider the dreadful crimes my pride and 
diſobedience have engaged me in, and ob- 
tain for me of Chriſt your ſon and God the 
grace of doing always his holy will. O 
bleſſed ſpirits! who reign in a moſt perfect 
obedience, obtain for me that happy free- 
dom wherein ye live, that being diſengag- 
ed from myſelf, I may no longer have 


any other will but that of the Lord, whom 


ye behold and adore for ever. Amen, 
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XI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His Poverty. 


| QINCE Sr. Late (Acts i. 1.) affirms, 


O that Jeſus began to do, and afterwards 


|. to teach, we ought to believe that he prac- 


tiſed during thirty years of his life, all the 


perfection which he taught in the three laſt, 


to ſerve as an example for all thoſe who are 
entruſted with the inſtruction of others. 
Words unaccompanied with deeds are ſoon 
defaced from the minds of the auditors, 
but they remain in God's remembrance, 
for the condemnation of thoſe maſters who 
perform not what they ſay : whereas being 


| joined with actions, they are of great weight 


before men,. and very meritorious with God. 


For that reaſon our Saviour, though he 


needed not the help of works, and was by 


| himſelf worthy of all credit, employed 


much more time in practiſing virtue, than 
in teaching it; becauſe he would teach us 
the ſmall eſteem that thoſe deſerve who pre · 
tend to acquire the authority of being be- 


| lieved, not by the examples of their life, 


but by the quality of their perſon. As they 
attribute to. themſelves what belongs to God 
| NM. +; alone., 
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alone, it commonly happens by a juſt judg- 
ment, that at the fame time their life is re- 
jected by God, and their perſon deſpiſed by 
men: and though this contempt appears 
not always publicly, the reputation which 
remains to them is but a weak ſupport 
againſt the reproaches of their own con- 
ee. 

We may know by all that Chriſt preach- 
ed in the latter years of his life, what he 
practiſed in the former; and as the ſermon 
he made on the mount is an abſtract of his 
doctrine, and which he began by the praiſe 
of poverty, whereto he gives the firſt place 
in the evangclical perfection, we have rea- 
ion to conclude how much he loved the 
practice of this virtue. 

II. Though he was the king of glory, and 
poſſeſſed all the treaſures of heaven and earth, 
he was pleaſed to be poor for love of us. For 
his birth here on earth he made choice of a 
poor place, which even belonged not to him; 
of a poor mother, and of a poor mechanic for 
his father: his firſt courtiers were poor 
ſhepherds; and he was preſented in the 
_ temple, and redeemed as the pooreſt of men. 
The three laſt years of his life he had not 
where to lay his head, being poorer than he 
foxes, and birds of the air, which have their 
holes and neſts (Mat. viii. 20.) His diſciples 
gathered ears of corn, and rubbed them 
betwixt their hands to eat the grain thereof. 


Nothing could be found one day for _ 
| ſe 
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felf and them but froe barley loaves and two 
Ades (John vi. 9. ). The apoſtles whom he 
choſe were poor, and he commanded thoſe 
that were. willing to follow him to give to 
the poor whatever they poſſeſſed, He was 
content with the ſeamleſs garment which 
his bleſſed mother had made him. In fine, 
he died naked upon the croſs, and was laid 
in a borrowed tomb. 

It is eaſy to judge from the beginning 
and end of his life, what the middle of it 
was: none but thoſe that feel the rigour of 
poverty, can comprehend what it coſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, His diet was poor, often bad, and 
ſuch as his parents could gain with him by 
their hand- labour, being more applied to 
prayer and divine things, than to the con- 
veniences of life. In a word, the king of 
the univerſe deprived himſelf ſo of every 
thing, that he did not even reſerve his on 
body and life, ſince he ſacrificed both for 
our ſalvation. ; 

III. He would not have given us ſuch 
great examples of poverty, unleſs it had 
been the baſis and foundation of chriſtian 
perfection, For the principal end of his 
doctrine, was to kindle in us the pure love 
of thoſe goods for which we were created; 
and in that love he found the general reme- 
dy of our evils, which are all reduced to the 
oblivion of eternal things, and the attach- 
ment to temporal ones. The heart of man, 
is often ſo taken up with them, that it nei- 
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ther believes nor hopes for any thing fur- 
ther ; and refuſes its love to the only goods 


which deferve it, by forſaking what can 


render it happy. | 

The more it runs after thoſe falſe goods 
which corrupt it, the leſs it is fatisfied 
therewith ; and they ſerve only to deprive 
it of the reliſh and eſteem of eternal goods : 
thus it falls from one evil into another; it 
divides itſelf to different objects, all inca- 
pable of ſatisfying it, and abandons the on- 


ly thing neceſſary, in which re-uniting its 


whole love, it would find its repoſe, be 
delivered from a thouſand difficulties, re- 
pair 1ts interior loſſes, and be purified by 
the communication of the divine bleſſings 
for which it was created. For the happi- 


neſs of the ſoul conſiſts in the unity of its 


love, and its miſery in the multiplicity of 
its deſires. Now it is poverty which diſ- 
engages us, and diſpoſes us to receive the 
riches of divine love, by depriving us of 
an infinite number of amuſements. 

Therefore Chriſt, who according to his 
own teſtimony, came upon earth to kindle 
the fire of divine love, among all the vir- 
tues that were to ſerve for the execution of 
his deſigns, gave the firſt rank to poverty ; 


and made ule of every thing to perſuade 


us thereto, of examples, promiſes, and ex- 
hortations. Seel firſt the kingdom of God, 
and his juſtice, ſays he to us, and all things 
Hall be given you beſides, Be not ſolicitous, 

| | px ſaying, 
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ſaying : what ſhall we eat, or what ſhall we- 
arink, or with whot ſhall we be cloathed f-— 
your father knows that you ſtand in need of all 
theſe things. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Mat. vi. 33, 
31, 32. V. 3.). St. n (Ep. v2) 
gives to this virtue the name of humility, 
becauſe it tears up the root of pride in us, 
by deſtroying the preſumption and vain 
confidence, which the proſperities of this: 
world inſpire us with. *Tis alſo in this vir- 
tue, adds the ſame father, that the firſt gift 
of the holy ghoſt conſiſts ; that is, the gift 
of falial fear, which keeps the ſoul in a lov- 
ing apprehenſion of being ſeparated from 
God by ſin, and preſerves it pure and free 
from all attachment to tlie creature. 

IV. Religious orders are founded on this 
virtue; and though they make uſe of diffe- 
rent means, yet they have all the ſame end, 
which is to ſeparate the heart from earthly- 
affections, which might poſſeſs the place of 
divine love: but among theſe orders, the 
church prefers thoſe which make profeſſion 
of a ſtricter poverty, becauſe ſhe judges: 
them richer in the love of God, and more: 
proper for preſerving it. If 

The model of all perfection, in whom 
are included all the heavenly bleſſings, Which 
we can poſſeſs or deſire, was pleaſed to live 
and die poor on earth, that we might not 

be dazzled with the fplendor of his riches, . 
had he appeared in his grandeur; nor might 
M 5 behold: | 
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behold any thing in him but himſelf, as lie 
{ought nothing | in us: but our heart. For, 
properly ſpeaking, poverty of ſpirit is an 
interior diſengagement from mean and con- 
temptible things, to be enriched with thoſe 
which can never be ſufficiently eſteemed. 

Hence it is that the ſaints, who were 
illuminated by God, judged themſelves 
poor amidſt the riches of this world; and 
rich in the greateſt poverty : becauſe they 
were ſenſible in themſelves that earthly 
goods, though they were all joined toge- 
ther,. are incapable of filling the heart of 
man; and that the ſpiritual goods which 
he poſſeſſes in God, are they alone where. 
with the human heart can be ſatiated. Thus 
evangelical poverty ought rather to be cal- 
led plenty, than poverty ; had not our 
Saviour, to make himſelf be underſtood; 
Poken the language of men. 

We daily perceive that no perſon has a 
greater eſteem of what he does, than he 
who is capable of doing little; and that cn 
the contrary, he who can perform a great 
deal, is rarely ſatisfied with his own work. 
The liberal man never thinks he gives 
enough, and the avaricious man believes 
he always gives too much. The glutton 
looks upon one day's faſting as a "heroic 
action; and the paſſionate man imagines 
he makes a great ſacrifice, when he kills 
not him that has offended him. Thus the 
truly poor in ſpirit eſteems himſelf pat wn 

when 
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when he allows any thing to his neceſſity : 
the patient man thinks himſelf paſſionate, 
when he 1s ſenſible of injuries: and the 
temperate believes himſelf guilty of glut- 
tony, when he ſpends ſome days without 
faſting : it is the ſame in other things, be- 
cauſe the diſpoſition of our hearts is almoſt. 
continually the rule of our judgments. 

Thus when we feel in ourſelves: any af- 
fection to temporal goods, we admire the 
poverty of St. Francis; whereas thoſe who 
have taſted the ſpiritual ſweetneſs of pover- 
ty, are aſtoniſhed that he did not extend it 


ſtill further, We look upon poverty as a 


miſery, whilſt we are in love with riches ; 
but when we are full of the divine love, we 
find in poverty ineſtimable treaſures. 
V. There are in the church two ſorts of - 
oor. Some in the abundance of earthly 
wealth, have their hearts diſengaged from 
thence; and others. renounce it for ever, 
that they may ſerve God with greater free- 


dom. God has permitted, that amongſt 


the firſt ſort there ſhould be ſome perfect 


men; that on the one hand the religious 


| might not be puffed up on account of their 


poverty, and that on the other, the rich 
of the world might be inexcuſable in the bad 
uſe of their riches. Thus Abraham was a 
perfect model of . obedience in grandeur ; 
Suſanna a rare example of chaſtity in mar- 
riage ; and Job's heart was poor and diſ- 


engaged in the midſt of riches. 


The- 
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The rich who aſpire to poverty in ſpi- 
rit, have two extremities to fear, prodi- 
gality and avarice; but the latter is the 
moſt odious: for the prodigal does good 
to many, but the avaricious does it to none, 
not even to himſelf ; the one loves to give, 
the other to receive: and our Saviour has 
ſaid; that it 7s more bleſſed. to give than to re- 
cerve (Act xx. 35.). The prodigal is leaſt 
attached to earthly: wealth ;- and if he has 
other vices, the avaricious is not free from 
them,. or at. leaſt does not avoid them out 


of the love of virtue, but for fear of ex- 
pence.. The prodigal is leaſt remote from. 


the kingdom of God, and he may be cured 
by depriving him of the inſtrument of his 


diſorder; but the avaricious is inſatiable, 


and finds in his tie to worldly goods, an 


almoſt invincible obſtacle to his converſion. 


IT'he prodigal child, corrected by his own 


diſgrace, returns to his father's houſe; and 
the avaricious rich man, inſenſible to the 


miſery of the poor, is buried in hell. 


Thoſe who have renounced the riches of 
this world by a religious profeſſion, ought 


to remember that the poor Jeſus is their trea- 


ſure, and that in his poverty all their riches 
conſiſt: now in regard of thoſe who have 
offered up all without reſerve in the ſince- 


rity of their heart, Jeſus is that myſteri- 
ous book written within and without (Apoc. v. 
1.), wherein they read that excellent truth: 


hut he is a book ſhut and ſealed with ſeven 


ſeals 
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ſeals, which can neither be opened nor read 
by thoſe whoſe ſacrifice is imperfect, and 
that commit theft in the holocauſt. Hence 
it is that they are often in as much trouble 
about the loſs or refuſal of a trifle, as an 
avaricious perſon would be at the loſs of 
his treaſure z being ſo much the further 
from the poverty of divine love, as they 
are the leſs faithful in ſmall things. Unleſs 
the religious-is a devout man, he cannot be- 
truly poor in ſpirit : it is prayer which ſepa- 
rates him from the earth, and purifies his 
| love: altho' he may ſatisfy his conſcience, by 
! avoiding all property, he will never attain to 
evangelical poverty, nor reliſh the ſweets. 
thereof, but by a communication with God, 
which deſtroys and conſumes all terreſtrial. 
| affections, | 
I he truly poor in ſpirit build in gold, filver, 
and precious ſtones, according to the expreſſion 
of the apoſtle (1 Cor. iii. 12. ); and others make 


houſes of nothing but wood, hay, and ſtubble. 


Both may be ſaved, but the laſt ſhall be ſo 
| by fire, as thoſe who are not ſaved from a 
great conflagration but by paſſing thorough 
the midſt of the flames: for the fire ſhall 
try all our works, and whatever is earthly 
in them muſt neceſſarily be conſumed, ei- 
ther by the fire of the love of God, or by 
that of his juſtice. The figure of this world 
| paſſes away (1 Cor. vii. 3 1.); happy is the 
man vrho adheres to what is ſolid, and places 
his heart where his true treaſure is. 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt in his poverty. 


Treaſure of celeſtial riches ! O abun- 
dant fource of all bleſſings! O infi- 
nite happineſs of ſouls deſiring thee! O 
Jeſus, my God, my Lord, my King, my 
only good, and all my greatneſs! Let my 
heart be ſenſible, and my ſpirit know, by 
means of thy divine light, the deſigns of 
that eternal love. Grant, O Lord! that! 
may love what thou giveſt me the know- 
ledge of, and that my will being perfectly 
conformable to thine, I may live in thee, 
and thou in me. Immortal thanks be given 
to thee, becauſe thou vouchſafeſt to be my 
riches and felicity. I poſſeſs all in-thee, 
and I poſſeſs it ſecurely: for thou art 10 
high, that evil cannot reach thee ; ſopow- 
erful, that nothing can be wanting to 
thee ; and ſo rich, that no miſery can be 
found where thou art. Thou poſſeſſeſt a 
thouſand times more riches than I can 
know; thou promiſeſt me more of them 
than I can deſire; and thy greatneſs is 
infinitely above all that I can compre- 
hend. 


| Thou poſſeſſeſt in ſuch a hm every 


tbing that can render me happy, that ] 


find 
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find nothing but miſery out of thee; and 
ſince thou art pleaſed it ſhould be ſo, O my 
God! how can I deſire it ſhould be other- 
wiſe? I accept, O Lord! of this incom- 
parable mercy 3 teach me to deſire, love, 
and preſerve it. Separate my heart from 
the earth; take from my ſenſes the reliſh of 
every -thing that brings me not to thee ; 
deliver my mind from thoſe vanities which 
amuſe it; fill thou alone that ſpace which 
thou haſt made only for thyſelf, that thou 
mayſt be in me what thou deſireſt to be; 
and that I may ſigh after and embrace none 
but thee, who art all my happineſs : but a 


. happineſs which is wholly mine, great, and 


certain. Thou art a good, ſince thou art 
the ſource of all goodneſs ; thou art. wholly, 
mine, ſince thou refuſeſt me nothing of 
what thou art; thou art a great good, ſince 
thou art a eine good; and thou art a cer- 
tain good, ſince nothing can take it from 
me unleſs J am willing. 

Let my whole interior therefore be turn- 
ed towards thee, O my God! let all my 
powers be employed about thee, and let my 


whole foul be abſorbed in thee : for I can ne- 


ver deſire a greater happineſs, nor even find 
any true one out of thee. May thy love, 
O my God! take deep root'in me, that 
the weight of the fleſh may not move it; 
that the torrent of the world may not carry 
it away; and that no tempeſt may force it 
out of my heart. For ſince thou art all 

my 
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my happineſs, I have nothing further to 

deſire, than that thou wouldſt' defend me 

againſt what might ſeparate me from thee. 
II. Undoubtedly it is to induce me to 

this diſengagement, that thou wouldſt not 


poſſeſs any thing in this world. Thy de- 


ſign was, that in beholding thee J ſhould 
{ee nothing but thee alone, to whom I owe 
all that I am, and who alone deſerveſt all 
my love. There is nothing in heaven or on 
earth but what is thine; every thing is go- 
verned and directed therein by thy orders; 
this is a demeſne which thou canſt not 
alienate. Although thou hadſt employed, 
during thy mortal life, all creatures in pay- 
ing thee ſervice, thou wouldſt not have 


been more powerful thereby; and ſuch an 


example could have inſpired me with no- 
thing but the deſire of earthly goods. Thou 


wouldſt not make uſe of them as if they 
had been thy own, in order to have regard 


to my blindneſs and weakneſs. Thou waſt 


born poor, livedſt poor, and diedſt poor; 
and thou hadſt not ſo much as either where 


to lay thy head whilſt alive, or wherewith 
to be buried after death. If thou hadſt not 
whereof to eat, thou ſufferedſt hunger; if 
any thing was given thee, thou returnedſt 


thanks for it as the poor do; and if it was 


refuſed thee, thou murmeredſt not. On 


Calvary they ſtript thee of thy cloaths, which 


were the booty of thoſe that crucified thee ; 


on the croſs thou waſt deprived of the ſmal! 


comforts 
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comforts thou hadſt need of in the exceſs 
of thy pains, and thou diedſt thereon en- 


tirely forſaken. 


O Jeſus poor and abandoned! is it poſ- 
ſible that thou art in want of all things, 


and every thing is thine; but alſo doſt thou 


not want all things, that I might find noth ing 


in thee but thy ſelf? Thou leaveſt me thy 


| humanity poor, naked, forſaken, and yet 
full of all the riches of the divinity. I be- 
hold nothing in thee but God and man, the 
| divine nature and ours; and thou ſheweſt 
| me clearly in that ſo pure an union, that TI 
| ought to love thee purely, and live in thee 
without the mixture of any terreſtrial affec- 
| tion. I adore thy poverty, O treaſure of 
eternal riches! I adore thy infinite wiſdom, 
and thy deſigns of bereaving my foul of 
every thing but thy ſelf. 


III. Have mercy on me, O Lord! and 


grant to thy poor creature the grace of poſ- 
ſeſſing thee alone, and giving itſelf wholly 


to thee. But, alas! wretch that T am, I 
let thee go, ſeek what thou flieſt, ſubmit 


my ſelf to what thou diſdaineſt, and run 
after the meaneſt things with an inſatiate 
hunger; and I am blind enough to think 


that I can find wherewith to ſatiate myſelf. 


| out of thee, What profit can T receive 


from the conveniencies of the body, which 
thou haſt rejected; the favour. of men 
which thou haſt deſpiſed ; the temporal 
goods which thou haſt renounced, and the 

| | pleaſures. 
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pleaſures of the world which thou haſt de- 
prived thyſelf of? Thou, O Lord! to 
whom all was due, and whom nothing 
could hurt, haſt preferred the privation ot 
all theſe things to their abundance, by the 
love alone which thou hadſt for me; J 
think myſelf unhappy when I want them, 
and happy when I poſſeſs them even with- 
out thee, What blindneſs! what miſery | 
Thele periſhable goods corrupt me, and I de- 
ſire them; they make meloſe thy love, deprive 
me of thee, O my God! and of thy divine 
riches; andyetIeſteem myſelf rich when I poſ- 
ſeſs them, and poor when I am without them. 

What hinders me from loving and eſteem- 
ing thee as T ought, O divine Jeſus! is the 
placing my love and eſteem on every thing 
thou haſt judged unworthy of thine. But 
thou art not ſurrounded with any of thoſe 
things that I love, how then ſhall I find thee 
in them? O infinite goodneſs! who-w/t noi 
the death of a ſinner, but that he be converted 
and live: it was not with a deſign that! 
ſhould want any thing in thee, that thou 
waſt pleaſed to be poor, but to teach me 
that thou art ſufficient for me, and that J 
can be rich with thee alone. Let thy po- 
verty therefore operate in me what thou de- 
fireſt of me. 

Thou ſeeſt it, O Lord! that what I poſ- 
feſs on earth affectionately, or earneſtly 
wiſh for, takes up my whole mind, carries 
away all my thoughts, and deſtroys my 
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peace. Whilſt I am infatuated therewith, 
I] forget thee; and am no longer able to 
pray, or adore. thee in ſpirit and truth: I 
think no more of my obligation of loving 
thee : I reject the graces which thou offereſt 
me; and, what I cannct confeſs before 
thee, O my God!] without an extreme con- 
fuſion, if I have any weak deſire of recurring 
to thee, I find my felf fo oppreſſed with 
miſery, that I have not the ſtrength of lift- 
ing up my eyes to heaven. Iam tied down 
by a very trifle, a childiſh amuſement, or a 


| fickiſh fancy. The leaſt pleaſure draws me 
| away, although it has no ſolidity; and 1 
find nothing in it but my mortal poiſon, 
and ſuch things as the devil makes uſe of 
for withdrawing me from thee. But the 
height of my miſery is, that I do not ſo 
much as perceive the ſtate I am in, nor am 
ſenſible of the temptations and dangers 
| whereto I expoſe myſelf, till J am fallen 


into the precipice. Thou knoweſt my mi- 
ſeries, O Lord! and thou alone canſt re- 


| medy them. O Jeſus, poor and deſtitute 


of every thing, have pity on my poverty. 
Alas ! it is not that which thou loveſt and 


requireſt of me, on the contrary it is that 


which thou hateſt, and whereby I loſe thee. 
For I acknowledge how far I am from that 
poverty of heart which ſanctiſied thy ſer- 
vants. But ſuch as J am, I caſt myſelf at 
thy feet; break off my chains, looſe the 
bonds which bind. me to. the earth, and in- 
ſpire. 
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ſpire me with a ſacred horror of every thing 
that thou haſt deſpiſed in this life; reunite 
in thyſelf alone all my deſires, affections, 
and thoughts. 3 | 
IV. O divine light! O thou only trea- 
ſure of my ſoul ! hearken to it, O Lord! 
and anſwer it interiorly. Speak to me, O 
eternal word! and grant that I may deſire 
nothing but what thou wouldit have me to 


aſk of thee. But ſince poverty 1s fo dear 


to thee, and thou wilt love nothing earthly, 
wilt thou not alſo reject the weak deſires of 
this heart, which has been ſo long attached 
to the earth? My heart wholly blind as it 
is, anſwers me, thou wilt not; and it would 
not give me this anſwer, if thou didſt not 
inſpire it therewith. Yes, O my Saviour | 
it ĩs to- be alone with me that thou haſt di- 
veſted thyſelf of every thing elſe ; and thou 
wilt be poor, only that my heart may take 


the place with thee of every thing thou for- 


ſakeſt. Thou deſireſt to find in me thy 
food, cloathing, and repoſe; and I alone 
am ſufficient to. thee in the privation of all 
creatures. In fine, thou art poor, that all 
poor hearts might hope to receive thee. 
Come then, O poor and divine Jeſus ! en- 
ter into this poor heart, and ſay no longer, 
that thou haſt not where to lay thy head, 
for I am wholly ready to receive thee. 
Remember, O Lord! that when thou 
waſt poor upon earth, Matthew the publi- 


can. invited thee to eat with ſinners, who 
| 155 were 
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| were as I am, very poor of thy riches ; that 
their company did not diſpleaſe thee; and 
that thou deſpiſedſt the murmurs of the 


proud rich who condemned thee. 
Remember that Zacheus the ſinner having 


deſired to ſee thee, thou invitedſt thyſelf to 
lodge at his houſe to ſatisfy him, and car- 
riedſt a bleſſing thither. That Magdalen 
went to ſeek thee in the houſe of another 
ſinner, where ſhe was ſanctified; and thou 
| wenteſt afterwards to ſeek her in her own. 
That being unwilling to poſſeſs any thing 
in this world, thou invitedſt all thoſe that 
| ſuffered and were afflicted, to come to thee, 
with aſſurance of refreſhing them. Con- 
| tent with being deprived of every thing 
| elſe, thou requireſt nothing but the love of 
| our hearts, What hinders me then, O 
| Lord! from finding favour with thee. 


"Tis true, I am not worthy thou ſhouldſt 


enter into my ſoul ; but ſince my unwor- 


thineſs has not kindeved thee from calling 


| me, it ought not to hinder me from follows 
ing thee : and when thou ſaidſt that if I be 


exalted from the earth, I will draw all things 
to my ſelf, (John xii. 32.) thou didſt not ex- 
clude me; draw me therefore, O my God! 
I am no leſs thine than Matthew, Zacheus, 
or Magdalen: and if I am ſtill more blind 
and. miſerable than they, the exceſs of my 
miſery 1s a reaſon for drawing thy mercy 
upon me. Remember, O Lord! that thou 
didſt not — any ſort of 1 thou Fo 

orn 
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born of a poor mother, in a poor place; 
thou dreweſt to thy manger poor and ſim- 

ple ſhepherds; choſeſt poor and ignorant 

| diſciples ; calledſt to thyſelf poor ſinners; 

1 livedſt amongſt ſinners; and diedſt between 

| two ſinners. There is no poverty but what 

| thou haſt loved, either to practiſe, heal, 

| or enrich it, Thus I ſhall not be excluded: 

I am poor enough to come to thee, O di- 

| vine Jeſus! and I have a lawful title to en- 
ter into thy ſociety ; receive me therefore, 

O Lord! into the number of thine ; thou 

wilt find in me whereon to beſtow thy A, 

and exerciſe thy mercies. 

V. When ] ſee thee fo poor, 2 know not 
what my heart feels; but I cannot ſeparate 
myſelf from thee. There is a greatneſs 
and charm in thy poverty wherewith my 
foul is overjoyed; I adore it as much as I 
can; grant, O my God! that I may love 
it as much as I ought, All thoſe things 
whereof thou deprivedſt thyſelf on earth, 
ſerve only to impoveriſh thoſe who pol. 
ſeſs them affectionately; and thou heapeſt 
true riches upon thoſe. that deſpiſe them, Im 
and giveſt them a moſt ſolid conſolation, The ty 
fouls of thy poor thou forgetteſt not for ever, "i 
according to the expreſſſon of David, (Pi. I be 
Ixxiii. 19.) they are illuminated with thy an 
light, filled with thy wiſdom, and guided Im. 
by thy ſpirit: nothing troubles them, they che 
enjoy an unalterable peace, are upon carth, I 


but converſe in heaven, and lead in their He 
bodies 
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bodies of clay an angelic life. The poor 
taſte ſweetneſs which worldlings ſeek, and 
do not find; they have nothing, and poſ- 
ſeſs all things. In the midſt of the miſe- 
ries of this life, they ſee themſelves in a 
holy freedom, always elevated above the 
world, and themſelves; they are little in 
| the eyes of men, hank great before thee, 
O my God! they deſpiſe what the world 
| eſteems, by which they are deſpiſed ; they 
| live with thee, fit at thy table, and after 
| thoſe delicious feaſts, every 1 on earth 
| ſeems inſipid to them. 


When will the happy moment come, O my 


God and my all! when far from all world- 
| ly joys, content with thee alone, and plun- 
ged in the ocean of thy riches, I ſhall ſay 
to thee, in a tranſport of love and grati- 
| tude, O my father, my treaſure, my repoſe, 
and my happineſs! it, is true, O Lord] that 
thou art always ſo; but I feel it only when 
thou pleaſeſt; that is, when thou toucheſt 
my ſoul interiorly; diſpelleſt its darkneſs by 


a ray of thy light; conſumeſt in it what is 
mean and earthly by the fire of thy chari- 


ty; and re-uniteſt in thyſelf alone the mul- 


tiplicity of its deſires. How different is my 
heart from itſelf, when, full of thy gratitude - 
and love, it cries out, my God, my riches, 
my ſtrength, and delight! It enjoys thee 
then as a 'blefling that 1s its own, and eve- 
7 thing elſe is "nothing to it. Be gone 
from me earth, world, and riches; let me 
| embrace 
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embrace Jeſus poor, abject, and deſpiſed, 
O my 1 O my love! O my lite! O 
my all! 

VI. In thee, O divine Jeſus! have 1 Hop- 
ed, let me not be confounded for ever (Pl. xxx. 
1.). All my fears vaniſh at thy ſight. I 
ſhall never be aſhamed nor repent for hay- 
ing loved thee, believed thee, and left all 
things to follow thee. Altho' all creatures 
ſhould riſe up againſt me, my heart ſhal! 
not fear, becauſe thou art my defence. 
Armed with thy poverty, I ſhall be invul- 
nerable againſt Hu deſigns of my enemies; 
and they ſhall not know on what ſide to 
attack me. Hear, O Lord! the voice of 
my miſery ; lend an ear to the deſires of 
a ſoul that loves thee, and haſten to aſliit 
me againſt thoſe who ſeparate me from thee, 
I come to thee, and chuſe thee for my riches 
and only.. happineſs. Confound all thoſe 
that endeavour to obſcure this light, that 
they may run away with my treaſure under 
favour of my darkneſs. Be thou my ſup- 
port, my protector, my eſe, and my 
ſalvation, » | 
When thou commandeſt me to follos 
thee, and to renounce every thing for thy 
love, thou knoweſt my weakneſs ; where 
fore thou engageſt thyſelf at the ſame time 
to become my ſtrength, and to have re- 
gard, not to the merit of my works, but 
to the greatneſs of thy mercy. How {c- 


cure am L O divine Jeſus! under the 2 
ow 
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dow of thy wings! how quietly do J live in 
thy arms | how ſweetly do I repoſe on thy 
breaſt ! Thou delivereſt me from the ſnares 
my enemies have hid for ſurpriſing me; 
thou takeſt upon thyſelf the care of de- 
fending me, that I may neither be moved by 
overty which oppreſſes me, nor infirmity 
which weakens me, nor the world which 
perſecutes me, nor the devil who tempts 
me. Thou wilt have it fo, and it is uſt, 
that J thould live without fear in loving 
and imitating thee, ſince thou giveſt me 
the grace of doing what thou commandeſt 
me, and art omnipotent to protect me. 
I caſt myſelf therefore, O my Lord and 
my God! with my miſeries, weaknets, ard 
ſins, and the good deſires thou inſpireſt me 
with, into thoſe paternal arms: I commend 
my ſpirit into thy hands, which made it af- 
ter thy own image ; reform it by thy wil- 
dom and truth; grant I may diſcover their 
ſecrets, love their conduct, and execute their 
deſigns. May that hand without which I 
can do nothing, not refuſe me its help, 
that being poor in heart, and ſeparate from 
every thing that ſeparates from thee, I 
may eſteem thoſe ſpiritual riches which are 


to be found in thy poverty, as I ought. 


O moſt pure mother of God! imitatrix 


of Jeſus's poverty, and diſpenſatrix of his 


riches; you are not fo the mother of the 
poor, but you may be alſo that of ſinners ; 
. N obtain 
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obtain me that poverty of ſpirit which fil- 
led you with ſo many heavenly riches. Bleſ- 
ſed ſpirits aſſiſt this poor ſinner, that he 
may deſerve, by the contempt of tempo- 

ral things, to poſſeſs one day with you eter- 
nal riches. Amen. 


XII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The auſterity of bis life. 


L Oluntary poverty is commonly ac- 
companied with corporal auſterity. 

The faints that have been poor in ſpirit, 
and thoſe who have been ſo in ſpirit and 
body, by renouncing worldly riches for 
the love of God, have joined to that re- 
- | nunciation an auſtere and penitent life, e- 
very one after his own manner and ac- 
cording to his ftrength ; that they might 
ſubje& the fleſh to the ſpirit, and practiſe 
in regard of their bodies that holy hatred 
which Chriſt has fo much recommended 
to us, He has given us allo very great 
examples of this virtue, whilſt he lived on 
earth; and tho' he was not obliged, like 
us, to mortify his body, which was always 
ſubject to the ſpirit ; yet becauſe he was 
come upon earth, not only to be our re- 
medy, but alſo our model, he was pleaſed 
to 
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to ſhew us in himſelf, the form of all vir- 
tues, and eſpecially of thoſe which are the 
moſt neceſſary tor us, without conſidering 
whether they were conſiſtent with the dig- 
nity of his perſon. For, having under- 
taken to fatisfy for our ſins, as in his paſſion 
he did not avoid any of thoſe torments 
which they reſolved to make him ſuffer, 
ſo during his life he omitted none of thoſe 
painful works which could mortify his hu- 
manity. . 

This divine ſaviour of our fouls ſaw 
how neceſſary patience was for us; and 
becauſe interior penance, which conſiſts in 
ſorrow for fins committed, was incompati- 
ble with his infinite purity, he embraced 
the exterior, which is nothing elſe but an 
auſtere and laborious life; recommending 
it to us as a ſalutary plank in ſhipwrack , 
and in order to render it profitable to us, 
he conſecrated it in his own perion. 

II. There have been many ſaints that 
were more auſtere than Jeſus Chriſt. St. 
John-Baptiſt had neither human cloaths nor 
food; that auſterity drew upon him the 
admiration of the people, which judges 
always by the exterior, of the merit of vir- 
tue; and the Phariſees were ſcandaliſed 
at ſeeing our ſaviour eat with ſinners. 
Let all the auſterity of the ſaints, tho” 
it was greater, was much leſs perfect than 
his: for it only exerciſed in them the 
| loweſt employment of penance, which was 

N * 
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to labour in the cure of their wounds, to 
ſtop the diſorders of corrupt nature, and 
to repreſs its appetites. But Chriſt's au- 
ſterity gave a value and efficacy to that of 
the ſaints, and merited to penitent men 
thoſe great graces which made them ſuch 
agreeable victims to God. The end of the 
penance of the ſaints, is to deſtroy what 
hinders in them the purity of divine love; 
but our ſaviour's penance was the effect of 
his love; and proceeded from an infinite 
charity: thus it ought to have been more 
rigorous in the ſaints, who were ſinful 
men; but more exemplary and imitable 
in Chriſt, who was to be a model propor- 
tioned to our weakneſs. 

Chriſt has appeared above man, only 
in thoſe things wherein he would not be 
imitated ; as in the power of working mi- 
racles, the authority of his word, and ſub- 
limity of his doctrine: but what he has 
obliged or counſelled us to imitate in him, 
was that common life, which had no ex- 
treme, for fear of diſcouraging us; and 
which was ſteady without remiſſneſs, in or- 
der to fix the levity of our nature. He 
was cloathed with woolen, fed with ordi- 
nary diet, often contenting himſelf with 
water and barley bread; and if he dimi- 
niſhed a little of that rigor, when he was 
invited to eat, he re-afſumed it immedi- 
ately after. He lay upon the ground, 
ſlept only as much as was neceſſary for ſup- 

| porting 
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E pn nature, and wrought no miracles 


ſupplying his own neceſſities, leſt peo- 
ple ſhould- doubt whether he was truly a 
man. To that ſevere life he added great 


labours, journeys, watchings,. long pray- 


ers night and day, continual faſtings, and 
many other auſterities which are not ſet 
down 1n writing. 

III. It is not eaſy to ſhew in general 
how and to what degree we ought to imi- 
tate Chriſt in this virtue; ſince all men 
have not the ſame ſtrength, and neceſſi- 
ties; nor are in the ſame circumſtances. 
What may be ſaid here on that head, till 
it be +19: of more fully, is that we 
ought to avoid excels. and remiſſneſs 
therein. 

The chief part of penance is an interior 
ſorrow and deteſtation of the ſins we have 


committed, in which we can never exceed 


becauſe it increaſes in the foul in propor- 
tion -to. the light and love which God 1n- 
fuſes therein, and in this life we can neither 
know the whole deformity of ſin, nor love 
God adequately to his amiableneſs, Notwith- 
ſtanding he vouchſafes to be content that 
we ſhould weep for our crimes, according 

to the meaſure of his light and grace; but 


we ought at leaſt to endeavour to obtain 
that ſorrow by exerciſes of piety, the prac- 


tice of good works, and by every thing in 
our power; and when we neglect theſe 
h 7 | means; 
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means, we are always in an extreme dan- 
ger of our ſalvation. 

He whom' the knowledge of his fin draws 
not from the occaſions of committing it, 
who confeſſes it not ſincerely, who difiem- 
bles, ſoftens; and diſguiſes it, who does 
not reſolve to correct and puniſh himſelf 
for it, and to mortify the inclinations 
which.induce him to it, flatters himſelf in 
vain with being truly penitent: becauſe all 
theſe defects ſhew ftill ſome affection to 
the ſin, and very little ſorrow for having 
committed it; and yet they are but too 
common, eſpecially among young people, 
who feldom deteſt ſin heartily, ſhun but 
little the occaſions of it, and hate not in 
themfelves the propenſity of corrupt na- 
cure, 

The mark of a ſincere penance, ac- 
cording to St. Jerome (I. 4. Ep. ad pant.) 
is to hate ſin equally to the love we have 
born it: according to St. Ambroſe, (I. 2. de 
pœnit. c. 4.) to ſuffer willingly, in abhor- 
rence of our paſt life, all manner of inju- 
ries, in order to repair thoſe we have done 
to God: and according to the devout 
Thaulerus, not to be more deſirous of the 
pardon than the puniſhment thereof, by an 
entire reſignation to the divine juſtice. In 
this laſt opinion conſiſts the perfection of 
interior penance : but becauſe it is not com- 
mon, the holy Scripture admoniſhes us on- 
I, that we of ibe /in forgiven be not without 


four 
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fear (Ecclus. v. 5.). Not that God will call 
us to an account for ſins that are once re- 
mitted us; but for fear the aſſurance of 
remiſſion ſhould augment in us the facility 
of ſinning. Beſides without a ſpecial re- 
velation we can have no certainty that our 
fins are pardoned us ; but only a mere con- 


fidence founded on our own conjectures of 


having uſed the means preſcribed by God 
for obtaining his mercy, yet we know not 
whether we have uſed all neceſſary diligence 
therein. | | 
Thus ought we always to weep for ſins 
once committed, and to be continually a- 
fraid of committing new ones, For ſince 
after penance we feel ourſelves ſtill ſo in- 
clined to evil, we may think, with a 
humble fear, that we have not ſufficiently. 
deteſted ſin for plucking up the deep roots 
it has left in our ſouls, 
Therefore the ſaints teach us, that pen- 
ance ought to continue till death, that ſin 
is a great evil, that we ought not to be- 
lieve we can expiate it by any ſorrow ſhorter 
than life, and that God, by pardoning it 
does not diſpenſe us from the obliga- 
tion of weeping for it. Hence comes the 
difference we lee betwixt the penance of 
ſaints and that of common ſinners. Tho? 
the ſaints ſatisfy for their ſins, they never 
ſatisfy their ſorrow; they weep for ſin, 
they deteſt it, fly it, and continually fear. 
it. Others on the contrary immediately 
N 4 loſe 
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loſe the remembrance of it: the leſs they 
fee] its weight, the more eaſily they are 
_ perſuaded that they have obtained the par- 
don of it; and upon that perſuaſion they 
live in a falſe tranquility. 

Let them conſider what Chriſt has done, 
what he has fuffered, and what our recon- 
ciliation coſt him; and they will ſee in 
him that they have more reaſon for fear 
than aſſurance, Let them conſider in that 
divine model the three ſigns which we have 
ſet down of 2 true penance, and rhey will 
find that the moſt abandoned ſinner never 
enjoyed ſo much pleaſure in his ſin, as 
Feſus Chriſt ſuffered pains for expiating 
it; that our Saviour endured reproaches 
more, than the moſt ambitious man deſi- 
red glory in the world; that having jcy 
Propoſed unto him, according to the teſti- 
mony of the apoſtle (Heb. xii. 2.) he un- 


derwent the croſs; and not content with. 


obtaining us a gratuitous remiſſion, he 
was pleaſed to endure pains capable of e- 
qualling and ſurpaſſing the greatneſs of 
our offences. But as he was diffident of 
the inconſtancy and malice of our heart; 
in order to render his labours profitable 
to us, he included the virtue of them in 
the ſacraments, and ſanctified our painful 
works by his own, that being continually 
aſſaulted by our irregular inclinations, we 
might alſo have continual helps for op- 
poſing them. Thus a man that * 
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knew what ſin is, would not ceaſe weeping 
for his own and thoie of others, and la- 
menting over the dangers we are in, of re- 
lapſing into them every moment. 
From this ditcourſe we mult draw theſe 
two truths: the firſt, that God is always 
ready to pardon us, when we return to 
him with a ſincere regret for having of- 
fended him. The ſecond, that the love 
which we owe him, ought always to pre-- 
ſerve: the ſorrow and ſenſe of our ſins, 
that we may commit them no more for the 
tuture. | 

IV. All Chriſtians ought to imitate the 
exterior penance, and auſtere life of Chriſt, 


but diſcreetly ; every one according to his 


ſtrength, coadition, and ſtate ; upon which 
the following rules may be obſerved. 

1. We muſt have regard to the neceſſi- 
ties of the body, and not to its appetites z 
and apply ourſelves to know its true neceſ- 
ſities with relation to the circumſtances of. 
time, place, employments, and diſpoſi- 
tions interior and exterior : for it is difficult: 
to. preſcribe therein a certain rule for all 
perſons. But it may be ſaid in general, 
that a religious man deceives- himſelf, 
when under pretence of neceſſity, he pro- 
cures himſelf exquiſite and ſuperfluous 
things, to the prejudice of poverty, tem-- 
perance, mortification, recollection, free- 
dom of mind, and even of charity towards 


his brethren.; ſince the one often wants ne-- 
N 5 ceſſaries, 
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ceſſaries, whilſt the other enjoys ſuper- 
fluity. Beſides, the worldly man who fol- 
lows nothing in that matter but the incli- 
nation of corrupt nature, making himſel: 
a neceſſity of every thing he earneſtly de- 
fires, falls into an infinite number of dil- 
orders. Thus the ſureſt way both for laity 
and religious, is to conſult a prudent, 
virtuous, and difinterefted director, and 
to follow his deciſion. | 
2. We muſt not allow to nature, with- 
out an extreme caution, what it ſeeks with 
any diforder; and in this view we muſt 
ſtudy all its vicious inclinations, becauſe 
they are the ſource of all excels 
3. Every one ought to be attentive to 
his ſpiritual advancement, always believing 
that he does leſs than what is in his power 
to do, and that he deceives himſelf when 
he imagines he does more than he ought ; 
by this means he will uſe with more fear, 
and leſs freedom, thoſe things that are even 
neceſſary. | | ; 
4. Practiſe eſpecially that kind of au- 
ſterity, which will be the propereſt for 
correcting that vice into which you moſt 
frequently fall, and to which you are 
moſt inclined. All remedies are not equal- 
ly good for all ſorts of evils. Liberty of 
ſpeech is cured better by ſilence than faſt- 
ing; and impurity by a guard over the 


ſenſes, and employing ourſelves with God, 


than by ſilence: thoſe who do otherwiſe are 
WT often 


2 N N ry * 2 1 = 
ooo * ö — 
. "Bo = OE 88 5 > 2 VR; n * e WT N N * n 4 ug ö 
TTT 77 1 7 B „ ee e eee r a ET 7 
2 * Mag CES ar TIT Bf pL A * e * r ** . WE et ne: y SY Wa e 
2 N S N r e e eee 773 CI I Oget TERESA; UW at F r 8 8 
a 5 * r py Me Yo EA AS c ATE ARS Br. e 


CCC ² ˙‚K Ra PR oak 
* 2 2 82 + 


1 
[ 


> 
* 
"+ 
3 
1 
* 
* 
* 
ty" 
5 
8 
5 2 
8 
>" 
& 
= 
= 
1 —_ 
8 
. 
8 
wy 
A 
Way 
v5.5 8 
BEN 
SN 
2 
l 
r 
N 
to. P; 
# 
* 
x 
23 
1 85 
. 
> 
8 
A 


e nd TON ee 


fo EA? en © ts he Pets we ofa ME MO . e 2 

wo. 8 8 N N F r * = be! ». . 
Wks ax, 5 3 n 5 „ og OE 8 
Y 5 SF, 18 3 A Sud; 25 r 9 3 BE 9 ** 22 N . INES * Py 3 8 
3 . p — bet * ER G4 — : N 4 t 7 * Y * . 


XII. /affering of Chrift. 299 
often very auſtere without becoming the 
better thereby. 

5. That penance which conſiſts in faſt- 
ings, watchings, hair-cloth, ditciplines, 
hard-bed, and mean cloaths, is always ſa- 
lutary, when it is impoled upon us by the 
precept of the church, the rules of our 
ſtate, or the counſel of a vriſe- man. It is 


hurtful when it hinders us from diſcharging 


our obligations; blameable when it pro- 
ceeds from ſelf-will; and fo much the 
more commendable, when it ſubjects the 
fleſh the better to the ſpirit : provided how- 
ever that we neglect not the other more 
important mortifications. 

6. The ſafeſt and moſt neceſſi ry auſterity, 
is that which regulates the ſenſes, paſſions, 
tongue, and converſation; Which cuts off 
idleneſs and all occaſions of ſinning, and 
mortifies ſelf-will, obſtinacy in our own 
opinion, and the vain. eſteem of ourſelves. 
This kind of mortification has this advan- 
tage over the other, that we practiſe it 
without danger, that it 1s difficult to ex- 
ceed in it, that the carnal man fears it. 
much more than the exterior, that he is 
always ſenſible of it, and never accuſtoms 
himſelf thereto, 

7. But the ſevereſt of all penances, ac-- 
cording to the teſtimony of the ſaints and 
experienced perſons, is interior recollection, 
and continual. prayer. Thoſe that apply 
bemſelres thereto,, know eit; and there are 


very 
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very few, if they liſtened to the ſentiments: 
of nature, but would willingly employ the 
time they ſpend in prayer, in the moſt 
painſul corporal labor: becauſe the liberty 
of thinking, ſo natural to man, is con- 
trary thereto; therein his appetites are re- 
preſied, his mctions reſtrained, his will 
bound, his mind attentive that no entrance 
may be given to any thing that might di- 
ſtract it, or trouble the repoſe of the heart, 
and the whole man in fine is as it were 
captivated thereby, and cannot move to- 
werds what he loves, nor enjoy what he 
defires. And tho' by a long uſe one ar- 
rives at a life that is quiet, content, and 
full of thoſe holy ſweetneſſes which proceed | 
from divine love; tho? every thing ſhould 
be then in order, and the body in ſubjec- 
tion to the mind, it is often ſo weakned, 
dejected, and deſtroyed: thereby, that ir 
ſtands in need of refreſhment; yet one 
dares not allow it the ſame but with great 
reſerve, for fear of departing from that 
ſtate of continual death, and of preju- 
dicing the union of the foul with God by 
the refreſhment of the body. 

Would to God that all thoſe who. are 
touched with the ſpirit of penance, would 
adhere to this. The beſt counſel that can 
be given to perſons whoſe little health, or 
the nature of their ſtate, renders leſs ca- 
pable of corporal auſterities, is to apply 
themſelves faithfully to the exerciſe of 
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prayer, wherein they may excellently prac- 
tiſe the virtue of penance. 
V. Many by reading the lives of ſaints, 
are touched with the deſire of ſerving God, 
and of labouring in their ſalvation; but 
are diſcouraged when they ſee the penance 

of thoſe ſuch mortified men. Let them. 
| know that this diſcouragement is a fnare 

ſet for them by the devil, to retain them 
in tepidity; that God does not require 
them to imitate the auſterity of the ſaints, 
but to follow the ſpirit thereof ; and that 
then he will illuminate them with his 
light, and inſpire them with what ſhall be 
moſt convenient for expiating their ſins, 
and deftroying in them whatever is oppo- 
ſite to the perfection of divine love. In 
the interim let them bleſs God in his 
ſaints, whoſe penance they admire; humb- 
ling and exciting themſelves to do what 
lies in their power: for in heaven there 
are many manſions, and ſtars of different 
magnitudes. | ag: 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chrift in the auſterity of bis life. 
Lord! the hope and deſire of thy 
| ſervants, the phyſician and remedy 


ef all my evils! behold me here before the 
: . eyes 


302 Contemplation on XII. ſuffering. 

eyes of thy mercy, covered with an infi- 
nity of wounds, which thou ſeeſt much 
better than I do myſelf. I know the fin 
which occaſions me them, the puniſhment 
I deſerve, and the injury I have done thee ; 
but thou alone knoweſt the whole griev- 
ouſneſs thereof, as thou art its only remedy. 
I neither can nor will conceal myſelf from 
thy juſtice ; I heartily ſubmit myſelf to e- 


_ very ſtroke of that paternal hand; and 


how ungrateful ſoever I am for the bleſ- 
fings I have received from thence, I till 
expect the chaſtiſement and cure thereof. 
I diſcover my evils to thee, O charitable 
phyſician ! grant that I may know their 
, greatneſs, that I may feel them, weep for 
them, and extinguiſh by my tears the fire 
of thy wrath. I know that I cannot pre- 
ſent thee with any thing but what thou 
mayſt juſtly reject; that I bear my con- 
demnation written upon my interior and 
exterior ſenſes, and in the actions of my 
life; and that no man living ſhall be juſtified 
in thy fight (Pl. cxhi. 2.), Theſe eyes 
which I ought to elevate to thee, O my 
God ! are witneſſes of the evil they have 
made me commit againſt thee ; this tongue 
which begs thy pardon, is convicted of 
having ſpoken a thouſand times againſt 
thy will; theſe ears which hear thy word, 
are full of all the vanities they have heard. 
againſt thy law; and this whole body is 

marked 


Contemplation on XII. ſuffering. 303 
marked with the characters of fin whereof 
it has been the inſtrument. __ | 

I caſt myſelf at thy feet, O Lord! be- 
hold here the tranſgreſſor of thy law, the 
enemy of thy glory, the deſtroyer of thy 
works, the waſter of thy goods, and the 
ſlave to his own paſſions; always inclined 
to evil, always oppoſite to good, inſenſi- 
ble of penance, remiſs in thy ſervice, rebel- 
lious to thy light, and inflexible under thy 
chaſtiſements. - This unhappy, baſe, ter- 
reſtrial, and impure ſoul, ſhall it preſume 
to appear before thy infinite purity? Thou 
didſt create it free, the miſtreſs of itſelf ; 
and by forſaking thee, it has ſubjected it- 
ſelf to a — ſervitude, become more 
attached to the fleſh than to its God, 
wqholly taken up with the pleaſures of the 
body, deaf to thy inſpirations, negligent 
in its duty, diſtracted in its thoughts, mul- 
tiplied in its deſires, and full of all the 
miſeries thou ſeeſt and hateſt: and for the 
height of its unhappineſs, ſeparated from 
thee, O my God ! who art the true life. 

II. Thou knoweſt,, O Lord! that I 
cannot even know the evils which draw thy- 
wrath upon me. How then can. I fatisfy 
thee? and what can I offer thee when I 
appear before thee ? I deſerve nothing O 
my God!] but the chaſtiſement and juſt 
condemnation which thou wilt pronounce 
againſt me, if thou lookeſt not upon me 
with the eyes of thy mercy. T _ haſt 

| borne 
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borne with the wanderings of my youth, 

and the diforders of my lite, with a moſt 
paternal goodneſs, Thou haſt ſeen me 
running like a mad-man after the moſt 
ſhameful vices, attentive- to all the occa- 
fions of offending thee, infatuated with a 
thouſand vanities which I ardently purſued, 
in a profound forgetfulneſs of thy law and 
of my own ſalvation, poſſeſſed with the 
love of pleaſures, and divided in ſeveral 


different affections, wherein thou hadſt no 


ſhare. Thou ſaweſt me deceived, gone 
aſtray, loſt, and ready to fall into hell, 
and thou haſt withheld me on the brink 
of the precipice. | 
I am that: miſerable ſinner whom thou 
| haſt ſo long expected, tho' thou waſt nei- 
ther ignorant of my evils, nor of the blind- 
neſs which hindered me from knowing 
them. Alas! Iknow them not yet. What 
ſhall I do then, O my God? For thou 
forbiddeſt me to deſpair, tho' I find in 
myſelf no ground of hope. O charitable 
ſhepherd of ſtrayed ſheep! who haſt not 
been pleaſed that J ſhould find out of thee 
any remedy for the evils I have commit- 
ted againſt thee, who haſt given me thy 
merits to make me hope in thy mercy, 


and haſt thyſelf taught me to return to 


thee by penance ; open my eyes, that I 
may know and deteſt every thing in me that 
has ever diſpleaſed thee. 

| | Im- 
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Immortal thanks be given to thee, O di- 
vine ſhepherd of our ſouls! for the mercies 
which has induced thee to take my fins 
upon thyſelf, I adore that infinite charity 
which made thee embrace ſo many labours 
for comforting me, I adore the watchings, 


| hunger, thirſt, and all the inconveniencies 


which thou haſt endured for me. I adore 
that ſevere, auſtere, penitent, and labori- 
ous life, whereby thou haſt expiated, for 


thirty years, the forbidden pleaſures, to 


which I had abandoned myſelf. I adore 
that love which rendered thee ſo ſenſible 
of my miſeries, that profound forrow 
wherewith thou didſt weep for my ſins, 
and that fervent zeal with which thou didſt 


ſatisfy for me. I adore thoſe infinite me- 
rits which opened me the treaſures of thy 


heavenly mercy, thoſe divine ſufferings 
which ſtopped the juſt vengeance of thy 
father, and thoſe precious tears which me- 
rited me the pardon of my offences, and 
the eternal joy of the ſaints. 1 
III. Give me, O Lord! the gratitude 1 
ought to have for all thy bounties. In thoſe 
long nights which thou ſpenteſt in prayer, 
for obtaining me the bleſſings of heaven, thoſe 
criminal nights wherein I was to offend 
thee were preſent to thy mind; in ſuffering 
hunger and thirſt, thou thoughteſt on my 
intemperances ; in thy labours, thou fore- 
ſaweſt my ſloth ; and when thou didſt ſhed 
tears of affection over me, thou 9 
. . the 
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the whole obduracy of my heart: full of 
that eternal love which delivered thee unto 
death for me, thou faweſt me void of love 
for thee ; amidſt the auſterities of thy life, 
thou beheldeſt the licenciouſneſs and delica- 
cy of mine; in the ideas of thy infinite 
wiſdom, I was already running to my ruin, 
whilſt thou waſt employed about my ſalva- 


tion. I fled from thee, when thou endeavour- 


edſſ to allure me by the charms of thy love. 
I then took pleafure in ſin for which thou 
waſt reſolved to ſuffer, and was attentive in 
flattering my body, whilſt thou wouldſt af- 


flict thine. As a merciful father that wilt 


not the death of a ſinner, but his conver- 
ſion and life, thou labouredſt in ſaving me, 
and I thought of nothing but what might 
ruin me. Ah, my God! behold here the 
ſinner for whom thou haſt ſuffered ſo much, 


the ſame who was then preſent to thy eter- 


nal knowledge, and is always poor, miſera- 
ble, and faithleſs. I caſt myſelf at thy feet 
ſuch as I am, but with me J bring the me- 
rit of thy ſufferings, and the promiſe of 
thy mercies. I beg them of thee, O Lord! 
and to obtain them, I offer thee thy taſtings, 
watchings,. prayers, and auſterities. Re- 
gard the evils which thou haſt endured, 
and pardon me thole I have committed. If 
thou wilt not that the ſinner be condemned, 
becauſe he is the work of thy hands, and 
becauſe thou loveſt every thing thou haſt 


made, how canſt thou ſuffer. me to loſe the 


fruit 
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fruit of ſo many labours, and that thy me- 
| rits ſhould be unprofitable to me? 
IV. Thou haſt ſeen ſo much malice and 
enormity in my ſins, that thou thoughteſt 
| thyſelf unable to blot them out but by thy 
blood; thou judgedſt thy ſufferings neceſſa- 
ry for remedying ſo ou an evil; and thou 
| hadſt no repoſe, till I were fully healed. 
And I who am the author of my own evil, 
and bear it within myſelf, I eat, ſleep, and 
live in tranquility with my enemy; I re- 
ard him as the companion, and often even 
as the ſweetneſs of my life. Commiſerate 
my blindneſs, O divine goodneſs | and 
fince thou didſt penance ſo many years, for 
expiating my fins, I conjure thee by that 
ſame penance, to communicate the fruits of 
it to my ſoul; that is, a perfect knowledge 
of my crimes, and a ſincere ſorrow for hav- 
ing committed them. 

Diſpel my darkneſs, 0 Lord! and de- 
ſtroy that thick wall which is between thee 
and me. Can there be any greater evil 
imagined than to take pleaſure in doing 
what diſpleaſes thee ſo, that for puniſhing 
it thou condemneſt to eternal pains, thoſe 
ſouls whom thou lovedſt fo much as to die 
for them upon the croſs ? And yet I am fo 
blind, that I account ſin a ſmall matter, 
and even ſome times regret becauſe I can- 
not ſin as often as I would. _ 

I know not how to aſk what I defire, nor 


even know what I ought to deſire. If 1 
| „ 
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were illuminated with thy light, O my God 
how long ſoever my life were, I would ſpend 
It all entirely in weeping, though I had ne- 
ver committed but one only fin ;- and I am 
unconcerned after having commited ſo great 
a number of them. But fince I neither 
know how to deſire, nor how to aſk thee 


for what is proper for me, O God of mercy |! | | 


do thou aſk that ſpirit which conducted thee 
during thy mortal life, why it made thee 
faſt, watch, and ſuffer ſo much for my ſins? 
and according to the anſwer it makes thee, 


give me what I know not how to aſk thee 


for. Caſt thy eyes upon thy own ſufferings, 


O Lord! and grant me by them what ey 


2 merited for me. 


Apply to thy ſervice, O Lord! my 
"+ an 5 whole body. Thou knoweſt 


that this earthly body e my happineſs, 


and often ſtifles the holy ſeeds which thou 


ſoweſt in my ſoul; give me ſtrength and 


courage to reſiſt this enemy; teach me to 


_ diſcover its artifices, and the malice of its 
excuſes: for what can I do without thy 


help, againſt ſo formidable an adverſary ? 


Thou haſt given me it for the companion 
of my pilgrimage, with obligation of nou- 
riſing it, leſt it ſhould faint; and of cha- 
ſtiſing it, that it may be ſubject : how ill 


do I obſerve: that fo neceſſary a medium! 


for I am much more inclined to flatter my 
body, than to correct it; and this gives it 
the boldneſs of riſing up againſt me. Fa- 
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ſten, O Lord ! my fleſh to thy croſs, with 


the chains of thy love; and inſpire me, by 
| thy auſterities, with the diſcretion, the will, 
| and the ſtrength of treating this body of ſin, 


as thou wouldft have me to treat it. 5 
Turn away my eyes, and ſhut them by 


fchy fear, that they may not ſee vanity but 
only to deſpiſe it, nor fix their looks upon 


what may hurt my ſoul. Set, O Lord! a 


| watch to my mouth, and a door to my lips, 
| (PF. cxl. 3.) that I may never utter what I 
{ ought to conceal. Death and life, accord- 
ing to thy word, (Prov. xviii. 2.) are in 


the hand of the tongue; grant that mine may 


| never. give any wound either to myſelf or 


to my neighbour; and that inſtead of ſpeak- 
ing too much, I may be attentive to hear 


| thee in a profound filence. Thou haſt alſo 


ſaid by one of thy prophets, (Fer. ix. 21.) 


that the ſenſes are the gates by which death 


enters into our ſouls : ſhut therefore my 
gates after thee, O my God! when thou 
haſt entered into my heart, that thou mayſt 
remain in it alone, and that nothing may 
enter therein which diſpleaſes thee. Deſtroy 
my vicious affections, and grant that I may 


uſe temporal things only for neceſſity. 


VI. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! the innu- 
merable ſins which the irregular love of my 
body has occaſioned me to commit ; allow 
me to confeſs them alſo before thee in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul, in running over all 
the years of my lite. 

| One 
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[One may accuſe himſelf here of his fins in parti- 
cular, and afterwards make the following 


Prayer 
O chifitable phyciſian ! fortify my weak- 

neſs, that I may be able to reſiſt my corrupt 
inclinations. Thou ſeeſt the deep roots 
they have taken in my heart, and the fruits 
-of death they produce therein. Pluck up 
theſe fatal roots, even to the ſmalleſt fibres; 
teach me how thou wouldſt have me to ſerve 
thee, and give me the will and ſtrength to 
execute what thou ſhalt teach me. Grant 
me grace to love what afflicts me, and to be 
pleaſed in tribulation ; fince I find therein 
the means of ſatisfying for my crimes, 
Grant that J may deteſt them with as much 
forrow, as I have had pleaſure in commit- 

ting them; and that I may have as much 
love for penance, as I have had for fin. 
But thou knoweſt better than I, O my God! 
what is proper for me: I reſign myſelf to 
thee; pardon me what thou pleaſeſt, and 
puniſh me as much as thou wilt. I only 
beg of thee the grace to deſire nothing but 
war thou wilt do. Smite, burn, cut, and 
ſpare me not in time, that thou mayſt ſpare 
me in eterni 
0 Jeſus, my ſalvation and life 

thou canſt put an end to my evils. Thou 
deſireſt no leſs the familiarity and love of 
converted ſinners, than of ſouls that have 
always been innocent. When Magdalen the 


ſinner had caſt herſelf at chy feet, and * 
| them 
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them with her tears, thou didſt regard her 
as one of thy faithful lovers, and ſhe was 
ſoon allowed to pour out her perfumes up- 
on thy head. Paul thy perſecutor had no 
ſooner expreſſed his readineis to obey thee, 
but heaven became his ſchool, and thou 


| didſt vouchſafe to inſtruct him thyſelf. 


Raiſe up my dejected ſpirit alſo, O thou 


life of my ſoul ! I embrace thy ſacred feet; 


I defire to love thee, O divine Jeſus ! I de- 
fire to love thee, ſerve thee, and be wholly 
thine. Let my crimes be abſorbed in the 
abyſs of thy mercies, and may the very re- 
membrance of them be loſt. 

It is true, O Lord! that my ſoul is un- 
worthy to appear before ſuch pure eyes, 
that it cannot defend itſelf from the cor- 
ruption that ſurrounds it, and that it is al- 
ways defiled with a thouſand ſtains: but 
what can hurt whom thou protecteſt, what 
can overthrow whom thou ſupporteſt, what 
can divide whom thou uniteſt, and what 
can make him tremble whom thou loveſt? 
My ſoul, wholly miſerable as it 1s, is no 
leſs thine, than the ſoul of the faithfulleſt 
of thy ſervants. It I conſider myſelf, I 
ought to keep at a diſtance from thee, O 
my God! but when I regard thee, my heart - 
deſires thee, and my whole interior ſighs after 


thee. Unite me to thee, and confume what 


diſpleaſes thee in me. With theeI can do all 
things, and ſhall fear nothing, becauſe thou 


art my treaſure, my glory, and the center of 
my happineſs. O mo- 
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O mother of God and of ſinners, faith- 
ful companion of the labours of your only 
ſon, the only one among pure creatures, 
exempt from all fin! have pity on this mi- 
ſerable ſinner ; obtain him the pardon of 
his ſins, and the grace of ſerving your fon 
faithfully. Bleſſed ſpirits! inhabitants of 
that heavenly Jeruſalem, which was not on- 
ly built for the juſt, but alſo for ſinners, 
receive my deſire of dwelling therein one 
day with you, and permit no earthly thing 
to ſeparate me from your company. Amen. 
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XIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST, 
=. oe hunger and thirſt after juſtice. 


Es Us Chriſt has put hunger and thirſ 
after juſtice, wherein the ſaints and al! 


thoſe live who have a real deſire of pleaſing 


him, in the number of thoſe great evan- 
gelical virtues, which lead us ſecurely to 


happineſs. We muſt underſtand by the 


word juſtice, the ſanctity of chriſtian virtues, 
and the obſervation of the divine law, which 
Juſtify us, remove us from ſin, and conver: 
us to God, which enlighten, purify, and 


_ diſpoſe us to the perfection of his love, and 
to the communication of his gifts. This 


hunger 
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hunger and thirſt after juſtice, which is no- 
thing elſe but a fervent deſire of ſanctity, 
is ſo precious in the ſight of God, that he 
has thought himſelf obliged to reward it 
with the greateſt of all bleſſings, which is 
the perfect accompliſhment of all our de- 
fires. Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt 
after juſtice, fer they ſhall be filled; (Mat. v. 6.) 
that is to ſay, becauſe they ſhall enjoy that 
happy ſtate, wherein God is loved and 
ſerved without imperfection; for this is 
what the juſt deſire above all things. 

II. Now this hunger aſter juſtice has two 
parts: the one regards our own ſanctity, 
and the other the ſanctity of our neighbour. 
By the firſt we deſire to ſee ourſelves diſen- 
gaged from the love of the world and of 
ourſelves, that we may no longer love any 
thing but God alone: and the ſecond makes 
us wiſh that God may be known, loved, 
and ſerved by all men. The recompence 
of the firſt is that meat wherewith Jeſus 
Chriſt was fed, when he ſaid : My food is, 
that I do the will of him that ſent me. 
(John iv. 34.) For thoſe ſouls that hun- 
ger after ſanctity ſubmit themſelves in 
all things to the divine will, enjoy God 
in the exerciſes proper for their condition, 
till they poſſeſs him with plenitude in 
eternity. As to hunger after the perfection 
of our neighbour, it is ſeldom recompen- 
ſed but in the other life; becauſe nothing is 
to be ſeen in this but tepidity and dif- 

order. And the ſaints ſhall not be ſatisfied 
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therein, till there be no more vice to root 
out, nor tepidity to warm, nor any thing 
to be deſired for our neighbour but eternal 
happineſs, which he ſhall be already in poſ- 
ſeſſion of. 

III. There is no virtue that gives greater 
pain to the ſervants of God, than this 
thirſt after the ſalvation of our neighbour ; 
for as to what concerns their own particu- 
lar perfection, they are employed in root- 
ing out of their heart all earthly love, in 
reſiſting the inclination of corrupt nature, 
in overcoming themſelves, and in mortity- 
ing their fleſh: but in regard to the ſalva- 
tion of their neighbour, when they have 
once begun to love God with their whole 
heart, the divine light increaſes in them, 
and makes them know how much God de- 
ſerves to be loved. Then they become ſen- 
{ible of the miſery of thoſe who live in 
ſin; are oppreſſed with a continual deſire 
of ſeeing all men ſubject to the law ct 
God; and are no leſs touched with the wan- 
dering of others, than with that wherein 
they themſelves formerly . 

But becauſe this double hunger devours 
the ſaints in this life, God promiſes them 
as a reward to fill them in the other. This 


is St. Auguſtin's oblervation, (Serm. dom. 


in mont. c. 4.) who making the beatitudes 
of the goſpel correſpond to the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, adds that hunger after juſtice 
is nothing elſe but the gift of fortitude; 
decauſe we need a great deal of it to root 

| Out 
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out of our hearts the love of the earth; 
and he who is touched with the divine love 
has need of a powerful help of the holy 
ghoſt, for ſupporting the grief which the 


ruin of his brethren occaſions him, and 


for undertaking all the labours necefſa: ry 
to their converſion, without fearing either 
contradictions, affronts, or de as itſelf, 
Thus 1s this virtue the principle of fo 
many heroic actions, which the ſaints have 


done ſor the glory of God, and the ſalva- 


tion of their neighbour. 


IV. Chriſt has ſuffered every thing that 
is moſt painful in this virtue : for the ar- 
dent zeal and continual thirſt with which 
he burnt to fee all men obey the divine 


| Jaw, practiſe virtue, avoid fin, allow them 


ſelves to be guided by the motions of the 


| ſpirit of God, increaſe in his knowledge 


and love, and follow the meaſure of jove 
which he had for his father. And becauſe 
he regarded our evils as his own, he felt for 
us the privation of ſo many bleſſings, as live] 
as if he had been deprived of them himſelf, 
This ſenſe of our evils continued in him 
as long as his life. St. Paul (2. Cor. xi. 
28, dec.) who had but a ſpark of that im- 
menſe fire wherewith our Saviour was in— 


flamed, ſaid, that the care of all the churches 


devoured him; that he was conſumed in- 


teriorly by the "dats he beheld; that he 


was no longer his own, but the charity of 
Jeſus Chriſt urged him to become all things 
'0 all men; that he eſteemed himſelf happy 

ot 2 in 
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in ſuffering for the ele&; that though Jeſus 
Chriſt was his life, and death his happineſs, 

he knew not which he ſhould love beſt, if 
he had his choice, whether to be diſſolved and 
be with Chriſt, or to remain in the fleſh for 
ſaving ſouls; that he loved Jeſus Chriſt ſo 
far as to defy all creatures to ſeparate him 
from thence; and yet the Holy Ghoſt was 
his witneſs that the obſtinacy of the Jews 

enetrated him with ſuch great ſadneſs and 
continual ſorrow of heart, that he wiſhed to 
be an anathema from Chriſt for the love of his 
brethren. (Rom. 1x. 2, 3.) 

Tf the apoſtle had theſe ſentiments, what 
muſt thoſe of Chriſt have been, whom an 
eternal love had brought upon earth for the 
falvation of all men? Who lived the ſpace 
of thirty-three years in a continual hunger 
and thirſt after our juſtice : to whom were 
preſent all the ſins committed and to be 
committed, from the beginning of -the 
world, to the conſummation of ages; who 
diſtinguiſhed their number, and weighed 
their enormity, by his divine wiſdom ; and 
who wept for them, in fine, in proportion 
to his love, and to the extreme deſire he 

had of delivering us from them. 

This was to him ſo great a torment, and ſo 
incomprehenſible a bitterneſs of heart, that it 
may be ſaid, he ſuffered as many deaths as he 
beheld fins, and as he deſired to ſave fouls : 
for he preferred their ſalvation to his ownliie; 
andthe offence againſt God was ſeverer tohim 
than the croſs. He offered his blood for every 
one 
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one of us in particular, and the height of his 
grief was to foreſee that his death would be 
unprofitable to many. 

V. It is our duty to conſider, aſter hav- 
ing ſo grievouſly offended God, what we 
owe to this divine Saviour, who wept ſo 
bitterly for the ſins we daily commit with 
ſo much eaſe. But the perfect conviction 
of this truth is above all our views; and 
there is nothing but pure love that can 
make us comprehend the greatneſs of our 
obligations. 

We know with what care and afféction 
parents bring up their children; how great- 
ly they are affected with ſeeing them aban- 
doned to vanity, paſſions, and bad compa- 
ny; and deſpiſe the advice of thoſe that 
love them. God often reproaches us in 
the ſame manner by his prophets. He 
complains that his children beſtow on things 
which are pernicious to them, the love they 
owe to him; that they forſake him, offend 
him, and even make him ſubſervient to 
their ſins: and he complains ſo much the 
more juſtly thereof, as he loves us with 
much greater affection, than the tendereſt 
mothers love their children. 

What ſubject of confuſion is it to us, to 
ſee on one hand Chriſt's anguiſh of heart 
for our ſalvation, and on the other our dif- 
guſt of true happineſs, and the blind paſ- 
fon which Is n us run after periſhable 
goods, loving them more than God. | 

ER | There 
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There is no greater mark of reprobation, 
than to loſe entirely the reliſh of celeſtial Þ 
things. For God has given to all the ta- | 
culties of our body and foul, the reliſh of 
ſuch Objects as are proper for them, thar 
they may defire them more earneſtly, re- 
ceive them with more pleaſure, and enjoy 
them with more profit. Hence it is that 
the eye is not filled with feeing, according to 
the teſtimony of che ſcripture, Ecclef. i. 8.) 
neither is the ear filled with hearing, that 
hunger and thirſt render meat and drink 
more agreeable to us. It is the ſame with 
the other ſenſes; and when any of them 
neither deſires nor reliſhes what is proper 
for it, one may affirm that it is either very 
ſick, or entirely deſtroyed, 

Thus when the ſoul, which eternal goods 
alone can ſatiate, wholly occupied with 
terreſtrial affections, happens to loſe the re- 
liſh of heavenly truths; when it is inſenſi- 
ble thereof, indifferent about them, and 
has a diſguſt and averſion thereto, it is in 
evident danger of its eternal ruin. This 
evil, which the ſaints call inſenſibility, is 
that which God complains of by the mouth 
of his prophets, when he ſays, (Fer. v. 3.) 
that he bas ftrucken them and they were not 
ſorry; be has broken them and they refuſed 
to receive diſcipline ; they have hardened 
their faces more than the rock, and they would 
not return: that men like furies run into 
thier own misſortunes without fear; loſe 


God without diſquiet ; ſpend their time in 
forget- 
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forgetfulneſs of eternity; and fall in a mo- 
ment into hell. 

VI. In expectation that God, moved with 
their ſo dangerous a ſtate, will vouchfafe 
to draw them out of it by the light of his 
truth, and the ſentiment of his love, I will 
adviſe them as to three things. 

_ Firſtly, Let them praiſe and approve of 
virtue where-ever they ſee it, altho* they be 
not yet reſolved to follow it; let them be 
favourable to virtuous perſons, and let 
them at leaſt, if they are remote from ſanc- 
tity, not become the perſecutors of it, 
which would be partaking in this life of 
the malice of devils. Then God perceiv- 

ing them approve in others, what they 
themſelves have not the courage to do, 

will perhaps have pity on them as it often 
happens, and will fortify them by his grace. 

Secondly, Let them blame and hate the 
hardneſs of their own heart, conſidering 
how different their conduct is from that of 
the ſervants of God: let them humble 
themſelves and acknowledge the truth in 
his preſence. By this means the divine 
light will not be quite extinguiſhed in them, 
they will always keep cloſe to God by fome 


bond, and will not live peaceably in ſin. 


Laſtly, Let them ſpeak willingly of God 

with good people, whoſe converſation and 

example will by degrees ſoften their obdura- 

cy : and if the Lord diſcovers any ray of 

his light to them, let them read or conſider | 
>= the: 
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the life of Chriſt, and their own obliga- 
tions. This is a moſt efficacious remedy 


for drawing a ſoul out of its languiſhing 


ſtate, advancing its deſires, and exciting in 


it the love of thoſe treaſures which are 


contained in Jeſus Chriſt. But let thoſe 
whom the divine goodneſs inſpires with any 
ſentiment of love, watch over themſelves, 
and they will ſoon perceive that God does 
not ceaſe to urge them interiorly, and to 
make them feel what he requires of them. 
They ought to render themſelves attentive 
to his voice, and faithful in letting them- 
telves be conducted thereby, leſt a culpable 
neglect ſhould give entrance to earthly de- 
fires, and that ſecond evil be much more 
dangerous and incurable than the firſt. 

Let them remember that God in the old 
law would ſee no other fire burn upon his 
altar than that which came from heaven, 
and yet he gave it only twice to his people: 
once in the deſart under the government of 
Moſes, and the other under Nehemias, at 
their return from the captivity of Babylon, 
At all other times they took great care to 
continue that ſacred fire, and to hinder it 
from being extinguiſhed. The deſire of 
pleaſing God, the hunger and thirſt after 


Juſtice is a heavenly flame, which the holy 


ghoſt kindles in our hearts; but it ought 
to be entertained by ardent deſires, fervent 
prayers, and holy actions: when they are 


neglected, the fire is extinguiſhed, and it is 


very 
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very difficult to kindle it again. But as 
Nebemias, after pouring upon the victims 
that thick water whereinto the firſt fire 
had been changed, waited til! God ſhould 
kindle it, and beheld at laſt the victims 
miraculouſly on fire. So when we offer to 
God the ſmall remains of our firſt deſires, 
with humility and perſeverance, he ſuffers 
himſelf to be moved, and awakens in us 
by his mercy, the fire of his love, and 
the ſpirit of penance. | „ 
VII. Hunger and thirſt after juſtice pro- 
duce zeal, ſo neceſſary to a chriſtian, but 
ſo difficult to practiſe with that diſcretion 
where with it ought to be accompanied. As 
the ſalvation or ruin of ſouls often depends 
on the good or bad uſe that is made there- 
of, we ought to obſerve great circumſpec- 
tion therein; and becauſe to judge of it 
by the exterior, it greatly reſembles indigna- 
tion and wrath; it is very eaſy, if we are 
not upon our guard, to puſh it too far, 
to admit humour into it, and to ſcanda- 
liſe our neighbour, to whom the inſtru- 
ment of his converſion would be rendered 

thereby more hurtful than profitable. 
Beſides, zeal propoſing for its end the 
glory of God and ſalvation of fouls, it 
ſometimes happens that ſome perſons, too 
fervent, being ſtrongly perſuaded of the 
obligation of following what they think 
they are inſpired with, conſider not ſuffi- 
ciently the' time, place, manner, and the 
TT O's other 
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2 XIII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
other circumſtances which the ſovereign zea- 
lot of all good, obſerves always in regard 
of us, with ſo great order and wiſdom. In 
fo much that that harmony which conſiſts 
in the union of zeal and prudence, bcing 
diſturbed, there is nothing but tumuft 
and confuſion, to the prejudice of fouls, 
and of the ſervice of God. 

The ſole idea of zeal being well compre- 
hended, ſhews the moderation and other 
qualities which it ought to have. For zeal 


in point of love, is nothing elſe but the 


care of preſerving the good we poſſeſs, and 
of removing every thing that may deſtroy 
or alter it: and this care ariſes from the 
love and eſteem we have for what we love. 
Thus holy zeal has its ſource in the true 
love of God, and in the eſteem we have 
of his glory and the {puitual profit of our 
neighbour, Therefore it has the ſame qua- 
lities that St. Paw gives to charity, when 
he fays (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) : Charity is patient, 
is kind, charity envies not, deals not perverſly, 
1s net pied up: it is not ambitious, it ſeeks 
not its own intereſt, it is not provoked to an- 
ger, it thinks not evil, is Tejoices not upon 
mniquity, but rejoices with truth : it ſuffers all 
tings, believes all things, hopes all things, bears 
all things. Behold the deſcription of true zeal. 

The duty of a zealous man is therefore 
firſt to love God and his neighbour, and 


then to ſeek only the glory of God and 


Profit of his neighbour, But he ought to 
begin 
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begin by himſelf to practiſe his zeal for the 
ſervice of God, by deftroying in his own heart 
and conduct, what may hinder the fruits 
of his zeal; and he may exerciſe it after- 
wards in regard of others. But to neglect 
our own falvation and to labour in that of 
our neighbour, to be circumſpect in his 
affairs, and precipitate in our own, earneſt 
concerning his faults, and unconcerned a- 
bout our own, is having an irregular zeal, 
which profits little, is Fl taken, and often 
falls into an exceſs of rigor ; becauſe paſ- 
ſion has a greater ſhare therein than virtue. 
VIII. Chriſt gave this rule to the Phari- 

ſees; when out of zeal tor the law they 
accuſed the adulterous woman before him, 
and would have had her ſtoned: (J. viii. 7.) 
he that is without fin among you, laid he, lei 
him firſt caſt a ſtone at her, For it is not from 
a juſt, diſcreet, and regular zeal, that he 
who deſerves to be ſtoned, ſhould reſolve 
to ſtone another. A zealous man ought 
not to ſeek his own glory, otherwiſe his 
zeal degenerates into ambition ; he ought 
to compaſſionate the evils of others, not 
to diſcourage him that has ſinned by too 
much rigor, nor reject his repentance, nor 
ſhun his "converſation, nor refuſe him the: 
honour. which is his due; but rather to 
help him, ſpare him, honour him, and: 
endeavour to gain him, in order to cure 
him. Let him place himſelf below the 
ſinner whom he deſires to correct, and: 


chink himſelf a greater ſinner than him. let 
| hs 
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he ſhould deſpiſe him, and his zeal be 
changed by degrees into diſguſt and averſion. 

IX. Thoſe whom the duties of their g 
ſtate engage in the zeal of ſouls, are ex- 
poſed on that head to certain particular 
dangers; for tho' they be vicious them- 
ſelves, yet nevertheleſs they are obliged to 
exhort others to virtue; and then they have 
two extremities to fear, either of doing it 
weakly, for fear of drawing upon them- 
ſelves the reproach of exacting from thoſe 
whoſe models they ought to be, what they 
do not themſelves; or of acting with too 
much ſeverity, that they may appear more 
zealous than they really are: but of what 
manner ſoever they make uſe, they will do 
very little good, if their life is not exem- 
plary. It is therefore moſt deſirable, that 
iuperiors would ſubmit themſelves firſt to 
the law they impoſe on others ; for by this 
means they will neither be ſcandalous nor 
tco ſevere. Y 

But tho' ſuperiors ſhould not perform 
what they preach, it ought not to be con- 
cluded from thence that they have not true 
zeal, or that their zeal is unprofitable to 
us; becauſe Chriſt, who has redeemed with 
his blood the ſouls he has entruſted with 
thoſe paſtcrs, can give to thoſe imperfect 
men for them, what they are unworthy of 
having for themſelves. It is in this confi- 
dence that the faithful ought to be perfectly 
ſubject to the conduct of thoſe who hold 

. * [the 
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the place of God towards them. Both of 
them ought A _— to caſt their eyes 
upon the life of the ſovereign zealot of 
his father's glory, and of the ſalvation of 
our ſouls; they will learn in him the ſci- 
ence of perfection, and the truth wholly 
pure, without any exception of perſons : 
they will fee in him an invincible patience 
in ſupporting the rudeneſs and ignorance 
of his diſciples ; a charming ſweetneſs to- 
wards ſinners, that he might gain them to 
' himſelf; an heroic conſtancy in winking 
at fins, and in doing good to thoſe who 
| offended him; in fine, a zeal always full 
of charity, which made him take upon 

himſelf all the rigor that we deſerve, 
whilſt in regard of us he diſpoſed all things 
with ſweetneſs, and heaped bleſſings even on 
thoſe who were the moſt unworthy of them. 

This is the model which he ought to 
follow who is employed in the ſalvation of 
ſouls, If his zeal is not meek, charitable, 
and diſintereſted, tho' he ſhould labour 
much, he will never reap but very little 
fue | 
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CO NT E MP LAT ION 
On Chriſt in his hunger and thirſt after juſtice. 
ſource of all riches! I return thee a 
thouſand thanks for having made me 
{o poor, ſince my continual miſeries urge 
E | 8 me 
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me to have recourſe to thee. For what is 
there in me that deſires not thee, O my 
God! altho' my blindneſs hinders me from 
knowing my own deſires? Thou art the 
author of all goods; of the celeſtial, be- 
cauſe they are included in thee ; and of the 
terreſtrial, becauſe thy divine hand diſtri- 
butes them according to my corporal ne- 
ceſſities. It is from chat liberal hand, that 
my eyes expect the light, without which 
they would be covered with darkneſs ; 
from it my body begs the air it 1 
the Bread it eats, and the water it drinks; 
health in ſickneſs, the day for labour, and 
the night for reſt; ſtrength to move, ſuc- 
ceſs in affairs, anck a remedy againſt all the 
evils where with it is ſurrounded. 

That hand which created every thing 
that is good, diſtributes the ſame to us ac- 
cording to our neceſſities. When I am a 
captive, it delivers me; when I am in the 
midſt of my enemies, it defends me; it 
protects me-in danger; it prevents the evil 
that threatens me; and if it permits it to 
befal me; it aſſiſts me to ſupport it. When 
only taken up with the cares of life, and 
forgetting that moſt powerful hand, I ſeek 
for human ſupports, if that ſame paternal 
hand comes not to my help, even when I think 
not on aſking it, and am wholly: unworthy 
of it, all my endeavours are unprofitable ; 
becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed that I ſhould 
owe only to thee alone what f is good in Wn. 
Thus 


* 1 
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Thus does this whole terreſtrial man ſend 
forth continual ſighs towards thee, and the 
voice of its miſeries inceſſantly implores thy 
mercy. 1 | 


Por what ſhall my ſoul do, if poor of 
its own nature, and ſtill poorer thro' its 


fault? to whom ſhall it have recourſe but 


to thee, O my God! thou beareſt with it 


when it ſins, bringeſt it back when it ſtrays, 
inſpireſt it with virtue, and teacheſt it the 
truth; thou giveſt it the will to deſire, 
ſtrength to accompliſh, and conſtancy to 


perſevere. Thou giveſt it faith to know 


thee, hope to invoke thee, and charity to 
love thee. Without thee all its faculties 


ſuffer an inſatiable hunger, becauſe thou 


alone canſt ſatiate them. The ſpiritual gifts 
which elevate it to thee, and the infinite 
bleſſings which thou haſt created it capable 
of, can only come from thee. When my 
powers wander from thee by ſtrange affec- 


tions, they fall into indigence and error; 


becauſe their natural tendency carry them 
towards thee, who art the compleat and 
ſuperabundant meaſure of their happineſs. 
Every thing they ſfeck elſewhere weakens 
and conſumes them, and makes them lead 
a languiſhing life, in a region of famine 
and miſery. | EP 
IT. O thou only and perfect repoſe of thy 
miſerable creature! caſt upon me the eyes 
of thy mercy : re-eſtabliſh by love what 
thou haſt created by love, and what 1 2 
C- 
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328 Contemplation on XIII. ſuffering. 
deſtroyed by ingratitude. For thou haft 
made me for thyſelf alone, and wouldſt 
be alone my true and ſolid happineſs. Thy 
hands have formed me in ſuch a manner 
that the interior and exterior man depend 
equally on thee, that they need thy aſſiſt- 
ance every moment, and that my body 
and ſpirit are oppreſſed with a continual 
hunger: and the reaſon is, that when J 
ſeek thee, O my ſovereign felicity | I may 
reliſh thee more joyfully, and receive thy 

benefits in greater abundance. 5 
But thou perceiveſt in me, O Lord! 
ſomething monſtrous: I believe this truth, 
I acknowledge, and confeſs it; and yet I 
gather from all ſides thoſe periſhable goods 
which flip out of my hands; I embrace 
the wind, feed myſelf with air and ſmoke, 
and am always hungry, but not after thee. 
I continually deſire, but deſire not thy bleſ- 
fings. I know however, moſt poor and 
miſerable as I am, that better is one day in 
thy courts above thouſands ſpent far from 
thee; (P/. Ixxxiii. 11.) becauſe the peace 
and conſolation which I enjoy with thee for 
one ſingle day, recovers my whole ſtrength, 
makes me forget all my miſeries, ſupplies 
all my wants, and fills my ſoul with a thou- 
ſand ſweetneſſes: whereas of all the other 
days of my life, I cannot reckon ſo much 
as one that reſembles thoſe happy days 
which are ſpent with thee. I allo grant, 
bleſſing thy mercy, that I have had _— 
few 


thou defendeſt it againſt me. 
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| few agreeable days out of thy ſervice ; 
and ftill there remains nothing with me 


of theſe unhappy days but repentance, and 
the deſire of being able to expel from my 
ſoul the mortal poiſon they have left therein. 
III. Thy mercy, O divine goodneſs | 7s 
better than many lives; (Pſ. Ixii. 4.) becauſe 
all thoſe lives are full of miſeries, and 
lead to death. Extinguiſh in me this vile 
and earthly. life, which keeps me in a 
ſhameful ſlavery, that being reſtored to the 
liberty of thy children, I may henceforth 
love nothing but thee alone. Shew thyſelf 
to this blind ſoul, O pure light! that it 
may ſee the filth wherein it is plunged, 


and begin to defire thy help. Inſpire me 


with the fear of pleaſures which may hurt 
me, and the diſlike of thoſe which I have 
loved, Give me that interior purity which 


| ſhews the value of every thing, left I 


ſhould loſe thro* my ignorance the reliſh 
of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings thou communi- 
cateſt to thy friends. 


I dare not, O my God! expreſs by my 


words the baſeneſs, indignity, ſhame, and 
vanity of thoſe things I have hitherto 


loved, and which I have ſought after with. n 
ſuch a hunger and thirſt I ought to have 


had only for thee : I confeſs only before 
thy moſt pure eyes what they clearly ſee in 


me, that there is nothing ſo holy, but 


what I am capable of corrupting, unleſs 


IV. © 
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IV. O divine Jeſus! who knowelt me ſo 
perfectly; thou art my ſaviour, redeemer, 
and the remedy of all the evils thou leet 
in me, and ſuffereſt with an infinite pati- 
ence. Look upon the abyſs of my mile- 
ries, that it may draw down that of thy 
mercies, If thou plungeſt me into ths ſe- 
cond abyſs, I ſhall come out pure, chang- 
ed, and renewed, in order to begin to love 
thee with all the tenderneſs of my heart, 
and to ſeek thee with all the fervor of my 
deſires. Remember that thou haſt faid ; 
invoke me in the day of tribulation; I will 
deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. (Pl. 
- Xlix. 15.) Behold now, O Lord! the day 
of tribulation; not of a temporal tribula- 
tion, for that is more profitable to me than. 
worldly proſperities; but the day of dan- 


gers wherein my miſeries have thrownyme. | 


I invoke thee, O my God! from the deep 
abyſs wherein I am fallen, and out of 
which I cannot come without thy help. 
Have mercy on me, be my deliverer, 
and purify my deſires; that I may ſeek 
thee with an ardent hunger, and be filled 
in finding thee. From the depths I have 
cried to thee, O Lord! Lord hear my voice. 
Let thy ears be attentive to the voice of my 


petition, (Pf. cxxix. 1.) May I ſeek only | 


thee, may I find nothing but thee, and 
mayſt thou alone be my food and life; 
may I offer thee nothing but pure praiſes 

in this valley of tears, that my ſoul, diſen- 
gaged 


Contemplation on XIII. ſuffering. 331 
gaged from earthly affections, may rejoice 
only in the. | 

V. Thou canſt not refuſe me, O father 


of mercies! what I beg; for thou ſayeſt 


to my heart that what I beg of thee, is 
what thou art willing to give me. I ear- 
neſtly intreat thee to deſtroy every thing 
in me that oppoſes the communication of 
thy gifts. I know that I am unworthy of 
this favour ; but grant, O Lord! to thy 
love and my deſires what thou canſt not 
give to my merits, Thou oweſt me no- 
thing, I deſerve nothing; I acknowledge 


allo that I have rendered myſelf poſitively 


unworthy of all thy favours, by the baſe- 
neſs of thoſe affections which thou ſeeſt and 
hateſt in me. But remember, O charita- 


ble father! that for the ſpace of thirty three 


years thou waſt inflamed with the deſire of 
doing me good, of converting me, and of 
elevating my love and deſires unto thee, 
Remember thoſe amorous diſquiets which 
thou offeredſt to thy eternal father, for ex- 
piating my lukewarmneſs; and ſince that 
thirſt after my ſalvation tormented thee ſo 
many years, and ſo often ſolicited thee in 
my behalf, ſatisfy it, O Lord! by grant- 
ing me what it begs for me from thy 
meh... 1 

VI. It is thou, O true friend of our 
ſouls ! that ſupplieſt us with every thing we 


want. When thou livedſt with us on earth, 


and beheldſt the corruption of our deſires, 
| thou 
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thou employedſt the purity of thine for 


their remedy. It was for that reaſon that 
thy eyes ſned ſo many tears, that thy ears 


were always open to the voice of our ne- 


ceſſities, that thy mouth cried out all the 
day, and that thou ſpenteſt the night alſo 
in ſighs before thy father for the ſalvation 
of all men. It was for that end that thou 


lamentedſt continually over the obduracy 


of our hearts, and that thine, always ten- 
der and charitable, had no pleaſure more 
ardent than to mollify them, and to kindle 


the divine love therein, nor ſorrow more 


ſenſible, than to ſee that ſacred fire extin- 
guiſhed in any of us. In fine thou ſuffer- 
edſt that interior hunger and thirſt for me 
and for every one in particular, as if thou 
hadſt had but one ſingle perſon to ſave. 
Alas! what are we, O Lord, to cauſe 
thee ſo much care and pains? what ex- 
pecteſt thou from me, to endure ſuch great 
angutſh, and to burn with ſo ardent a 
thirſt? Why, O my God! doſt thou fo 
torment thy love? why doſt thou not ſa- 
tisfy it in me: haſt thou then loſt that 


infinite power? why doſt thou indulge 
my free-will ſo far as to allow me to ruin 


myſelf, and to make thee ſuffer ſo much? 
Yes, O Lord! in this moment, I remit 
it into thy hands, reſign it entirely to 
thee, and intend for the future that it 


concur with thee in thy defire of being 


loved by thy creature, 
1 | TH.'1 : 
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VII. I love thee, O my God; and de- 


fire to love thee daily more and more. 


Far from me be all other love; for thou 
alone deſerveſt to be loved by my whole 
heart. I know that it is what thou wouldſt 


have of me: for as thou haſt ordained, 


that when I merit any thing with thee, l 
cannot be worthily recompenſed, unleſs 
thou thyſelf art my recompence ; thou 
claimeſt allo, and with great juſtice, to 
be alone worthy of my love. What, O 


Lord ! doſt thou give thyſelf to me, and 


1 I after that baſely deliver myſelf 
to things unworthy of a heart capable 


> loving thee! and ſince thou elevateſt 


my ſou] unto thee, permit it not to fall 
back again into its ancient unworthineſs. 
I offer thee all that is in it, and every 
thing that depends on it. I receive thee 
as my only happineſs, receive me alſo as 
a good which thou haſt purchaſed. Pre- 
ſerve me as thy inheritance; loſe me no 
more, and let me never loſe thee, O my 
Lord, my God, and ſovereign W 
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In relation to his hunger and thirſt after juſtice. 


E heavens, earth, angels, and men | 


Join with me. Come ye works of 


the 
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the Lord, let us all together praiſe, adore, 
and love him who has-created us all. We 
bleſs thee, O Lord! and we beg of thee 
the hunger and thirſt of thy love, by the 
ſame words which thou haſt ordained us: 
thou wilt acknowledge them, ſince they 
come from thee; thou wilt hear them fa- 
vourably, ſince thou haſt dictated them 
with a deſign to hear them ; and thou wilt 
grant us by them the ardent deſires of lov- 
ing and ſerving thee, ſince it is for that rea- 
ſon thou haſt commanded us to ſay : 

II. Our Father. Eternal father, almighty 
father, merciful father, and charitable fa- 
ther, who carrieſt us all written in the book 
of thy love: who art in ſuch a manner 
ours, that there is nothing in thee but what 
is our own, and in ſuch a manner father, 
that thou regardeſt us all as thy well-be- 
loved children. 

III. ho art in heaven. By that ſame 
love thou expecteſt us in the celeſtial 
lace where thou makeſt thy abode ; raiſe 
up our thoughts thither. If thy wiſdom 
keeps us at a diſtance from thence during 
the time of this cxile, it is not that we 
ſhould be ſeparate from thee ; but to make 
us deſire our country, to tranſport us thi- 
ther one day, and to fill us with joy by 
the ſight of thy eountenance, carry all 
our deſires along with thee, that having 
no o longer any . but diſguſt of carthly 

things; 
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things; all that is in us may ſigh after the 
happineſs of poſſefling thee. | 
IJ. Hallowed be thy name. Make us 

comprehend the greatneſs, majeſty, and af- 
fection of this name of father, that we 
may eſteem ourſelves happy in being thy 
children. Bring the whole world to the 

knowledge of thee ; let our ſouls, bodies, 
| affections, works, and words ſhew what we 
are to thee; let us ſeek nothing but thy 
olory and ſervice; and let us appear in all 
things the true children of fo holy a Father. 

V. Thy kingdom come. Remove from thy 

children what ſeparates them from thee, 
and reign - thou alone in our fouls. Conſt- 
der, O merciful father! the dangers where- 
in we live, thorten the time of our baniſh- 
ment, and call us to thee. Why wilt thou 
ſuffer thy children to love thee, and not to 
behold thee ? But if it be neceſſary to pro- 
long the time of our exile, thou mayſt at 
leaſt dwell in our hearts, whilſt it conti— 
nues. Come into them then, O father full 
of goodneſs! reign therein, O ſovereign 
Lord! and eſtabl:h thy avode in them. 
If my ſoul is ſo happy as to become thy 
kingdom here, I conſent for thee to delay 
me as long as chou pleaſeſt the poſſeſſion of 
thy heavenly kingdom: for in fine J deſire 
only thee, either in heaven, or on earth; 
and provided thou reigneſt in me with an 
abſolute dominion and a an unbounded power, 
my deſires will be accompliſhed. 

e | VI. Thy 
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VI. Thy will be done. Come eternal fa- 
ther! extend thy power, poſſeſs all, and 
grant that all may obey thee. What is our 
being, and what is it good for, if it is not 


ſubject to thee ? Thou haſt ſaid, O Lord! 


that we muſt fear thee, and keep thy com- 


mandments ; for this is every man. (Eccleſ. 
xii. 13.) All thy commands are the will 
of a facher full of love, of a father always 
attentive to our neceſſities. Why are we 
then ſo blind as to abandon ourſelves to 
the will of any but of thee? May this“ 
righteous, holy, beneficent, and perfect 


will, reign on earth as it does in heaven; 


and may every will which is contrary to it, 
become ſubject thereto. Under that divine 
will the bleſſed ſpirits in heaven live con- 


tent, in tranquillity, without fear, in the 


ſure poſſeſſion of all bleſſings. Why is it 


that men on earth, where they are encom- 


paſſed with dangers and enemies, truſt to 
the arm of the fleſn, and to weak, falſe, 


and inconſtant wills? Baniſh from the earth, 


O Lord! all that vain confidence, and ſub- 
ject it to thy will, as heaven is ſubject 
thereto. 

VII. Givens this day our daily bread. Since 
the ſupport of our interior lite conſiſts in 
obedience, and thy will and grace are the 
nouriſhment of our ſouls, grant that be- 
ing fortified and renewed continually, by 


that ſpiritual good which we receive and 


always deſire, we may ſigh after thee with 
+ a 
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a conſtant hunger. But it is time, O 


| Lord! to begin thy work, give vs this 
day that /uperſubſtantial bread, "for we are 


not ſure of living to-morrow ; and conti- 
nue to give us it daily, till we arrive at 
that great day which is no more ſucceeded 
with any night. 

VIII. And forgive us our treſpaſſs.. Let 
not my ſins hinder thee from granting me 
this favour, I aſk thee not, O Lord! to 


diſcharge me from the obligation of loving 


and ſerving thee; this is a debt I would 


always pay, and from which I do not in- 


tend to be ever diſcharged ; but remit me 


{ thoſe I have contracted, by robbing thee 
of the honour which was thy due, and giv- 
ing it to creatures. I cannot ſatisfy for 


what I owe thee on that account, but by 
withdrawing my love from all created ob- 


jects; I give it to thee, O my God! whol- 


ly cold, frozen, and imperfect as it is, pu- 


rity it ſo as to be capable of ſatisfying” 


thee, 


As ve forgive them that ireſpaſs againſt us. 


Thou haſt proud me, O Lord! to par- 


don me when thou vbligedſt me to pardon. 
thoſe that have offended me. Since thou 
wilt have me to be ſo liberal, tho' poor as 
Jam, how canſt thou be reſerved on my 
account, being ſo powerful as thou art? I 
heartily pardon in obedience to thy com-- 
mands ; pardon me alſo in accompliſhment: 


of thy promiſe, 


You L I IX. And. 
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is, with how many evils it is encompaſſed, and to 
what dangers we are expoſed in this exile. Thou 
ſeeſt we can do nothing without thy grace. Thou 


haſt promiſed thy children, O heavenly father! 


that living water which from our hearts, where- 


into thou poureſt it, flows unto eternal life, that is 


to ſay, unto thee. - My foul ſighs after that ſalutary 
water, and after that bread of life; appeaſe its 
hunger and thirſt; that being fed and ſatisfied with 


thee alone, it may have nothing but diſguſt for every 


thing elſe. 


O mother of mercy ! who always deſired the e- 
tternal goods, and were always filled therewith ; 
_ have.comp:flion on the children of Eve, baniſhed 
"from their own country, and obtain for us by your 


merits that heavenly fire; which is to be the whole 


conſolation of our baniſhment. Blefled ſpirits, who 
defire with aſſurance, and ſatisfy your defires with 
plenitude ; make us continually deſire the bleſſings 
which you rann that by eee We 
may one day poſſeſs them with you. Amen, 

eee ee 
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